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T 1s the property of a good Heart, - 

having tajled end enjized that”? 

' which ts of Excellent uſe, to deſire J 

and endeavour others may have the. } 
benefit of it, as well as himelf -- 

Theſe few Meditations about het 

danger and deceit of this Corr »ption© 

of Self, that les ſecret in the ms 4 

j and will utterly c022R nd arcerae $ 

poor Souls, if it te not found ont, : 

' did purged 0 tt math teen ( ron 

| ao 6 gps of Go) of ſome uſe to 
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Af PFearchin: ita theſe th1288, 
IF this 1s ove reaſ a, wy T deſire 
7 mnht be publijbed, opting tha: 
I 28 Pt. may be reayei, Li ſme 
(at lea ) to help them in their x4) 
2 of s [27:fj #: God, And indeed, Sclt- 
28 Ove, 4 15. It- (ccking, and Selt- 
x 3RANDL CLE: V , Serun pr pheſed 0) f 07 | 
i told :6 fe (488 of. the Laſt l11es, 
2 110 I MUTT » I thought it 
uſe. oſenatley but wery {| 
Fre 's mind Chriſtians (and | 
all 0; 3978 } 'hat will take the pains | 
EF 170! his liitle Treatiſe, of the 
7: 1e; 55 wow to look, wot ozly 
Eo cw, but within them: To 
K- 7, / /e they ſuffer in the be- * 
IETT of 4 it, AS To they pro of ef = 
i Gf 5 1the), a; 2 lod? 1 1f therr Lreals 
the reve! Eummy Chriſt and theiy 
Souls bawvocgd hat 15 thy Self; 45 
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401 wil ,*t 1p bis folowing 


courſe. /t ts a ſad thing f6 | 
aud women, to take 4 vreat 4d C of F 
pairs in the way of Religion, to mo 
purp ſe © as it will be ſure to fall F i 
out, 18 Caſe this Soul-Traytor be zi0t © 
diſcovered, and turued out of dowel i 
Ard yet it les ſo cloſe, that IT fear. f 
mary are hardly aware of it : And E 
deed, 11 changes into [0 many cou © 
lours, ( /Camelion like) and fiowes * 3 
owt into ſo many fireams, it is mach | 
ado to know it, and oferve tit, | f 
from things of a mare ſpirituall and” 
excelleat nature © You ſhall hay <q 
trade with God or Men, but it will 
play the cheater with you, to deceive © 
Grd veguile Jou. 3 hich 1 conceive g þ 
the enlighten'd Reader will eaſt uy * 
acknuowled? , upen the conſuaering 
what is ſaid in _ few Itnes, 1B 
this little Book, 


.2, Ano: 


Was tt 1s, Becauſe it is Ianocent 


14M leſs ta it ſelf, uſefull for 


Co 


Wee #3 ſort of Profeſſors, nor 
- agatn/t any form of profeſſion, but 
| G 021 at Hypocrites : And I hope no 
| wiſe man will be effesd-d at the de- 
 tefing of hypocriſge, either in him-. 
t (elf, or others, And you may 06- 
| ſerve zt, that the moſt danzeros 
> hypocrie e that is, Iurks under the 
wing of Sclf : For what elſe is hy- 
4 Peri but making farr pretences, 
bt when the heart 1s wanting, or 00es 
4 * another way £ 

E 3. Hawing had o2portunity fo 
; F communicate ſome of the thinrs 
* herein contained, 13 the hearing of 
7 oinghwerruats # aut affeHionate 
Chriſtians ;, I was earneitly deſired 
to Communicate them, either 1n 
Print - 


EE lvother grend ”—=_ 74 .) por Gs 


# | at! FD forts borifull to one © It ſtrikes 


i 'To-the Reader, 
Priatt or Writing, for their good 5 
and others alſo. - 
4. Corfdering 2t 15 the Daty f. 3 
Chriſtian Parents, to bring up thery 
Children 1B the nurture ahd adm 7 
nition of the Lind, And ſcae of 
them (nheſe hearts the Lerd haih. 
touched with his Spirit) &19 earns. 
efily ratreat 1 wonld lean them this 
Legacy ( hawing little elſe) for 
their Edificatics, aud thſtruficn's 
when I could fpeat to then: 7:0 arore; 
And truly 1 juds it may te uſeful 
xot oxly to them, tut to their Chile 
dren, (If the L'ſing of the Lord 
goes aloys with4t) romany Generas 
HICAS, 

I was moved by forme to Treat of 
Scif ron another account, (viz.) as 
to outwards ; and d;S$lay the colomrs 
of ScIt- love, and Sclf-ſccking and 
Scli-cnds 7p. mens Trading , and 

walking. 
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wot men are ſelfiſh in getting, 


= life; many perſons not much matter- 


11g how unjuſtly they come by it, ſo 


they have 1t ; mor how cloſely they 


keep it , wot extending comp: ſſion ts 


their poor Brethren and Netghbours, - 
ſo Self be ſatisfied. 1 might in- 
ſtance 1n Preachers, in Lawyers, in 
Tradeſmen, in Rith men, 11 Poor + 


men, in Churches, every one loot- 


ing to himſelf, not minding their 
poor Brethren : In Families, 1t 1s 
the cauſe of the negle8 of relative - 


Dutzes , 11 Profeſſors, 1 Perſecu- 


tors, Self appears manifeſtly. What 
diſorders, or Crueltes, or Injuſtice, . 


almoſt, is there in Kingdomes, 
Churches, or Families, in Duties of 
Relations, neglefing them, miſ-per- 
forming them#bat Self is the ground 
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. of it, ſome Self-love, or Self-enday? 
or Scif-ſecking ; ſomerhing of SER 
is the cauſe. But to run into Pars 
| ticulars upos that account, would = 
 - hawe ſwell'd the Volume beyond my © 
zntention : And beſides, Selt-leck- 
ing «08 theſe accounts are ſo groſs, 
| that he that runs may read it ; And 
the things here laid down 1a this 
Uh Treatiſtzare ſo clear and perfficuomsy 
: ' that they may be applyed to any pare 
| ticular, by ary ſerious and conſtde- 
rate Reader ; i hevefore 1 judga what 
| 2s here written, may ſuffice for the 
» preſent. 1 ha e :.ſerted no Table 
to this little Pr-ce, /or imo Reaſons s © 
I. Becaxſe the 1411 2g Title points 
yon to the 10! ciiiſuderable Heads 
handled underr-4:h, 2. Becauſe he 
will have be! ſatis faion 13 it, that 
. read; it throughout ; and it,bein: fo 
Grief, may be eoſi'y done, Mind 
one 
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” one thin? 1a the lafl place ; That 
though 1 have written this SubjeF, 
- of ſuch high concernment, without a 

= Text of Scripture Cited, whereupazt 


the DaArine 1s founded, and out of 
which it is deduced; jet it is proved 
by many Scriptures, plain and pertt« 
nent to the purpoſe. And my time is 
precious at this ſeaſon: Therefore I 
ſhall commit my poor Enleawours to 
the bleſſing of the Lord;aeſiring eve- 
ry one that finds Benefit hereby, to 
mntreat the Lord for me, that I may 
mot be deceived my ſelf, with this 
Decetwer of Souls ; but that all my 
7ntentions.and ations may termimate 
into God and his glory. To whom 
be hogvar and olory for ever and 
ever, Amen, 

'Reader, thy Well-wiſher in 

and for the Lord, 


Dan. King, 
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S E L F. the ar atidl £5,609) of 
Jeſus nciſt, diſcovered, 


HE Pcopofition I ſhall lay down 
and handle, is this; 

That Chriſt aud SE L F are 

oproites, Chritt and Self cai- 

not be ſought together, nor- loved toge- 
cher, nor advanced rogethzr, So much as 
a man ſeeks Self, lo wuch he negleas 
Ch:iſt, So much as he loveth Self, (© 
much he f1'gacs Chritt, He that will fol- 
low Cahrift, muſt deny Self. So much as 
Ch:ift is advanced, io much Self is de- 
bated : And ſo ruch as Self is advanced, 
' ſe much Chriſt is debiſed, The ſetting 
' up of Self; throwes down Chriſt ; and 
the ſerring up of Chriſt throwes down 
Self. Phil, 2. 21. All ſeek, thair own, not 
the thugs that are Jem Chrifts, This 
Text 
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T he Rropofitrou proved by Scriptures, 

Text proveth clearly, Thac while mens 
= -ewn-things are ſonght, J ſus Carilts 
7” things ace neglected, To the ſame eff.&t, 
 Aatth16.24 Jeſu ſnid to his Diſciples, 
| Af avy man will come aficr we, let him deny 
himſelf, &c. Ma-. 8. 24, He ſaid to the 
peojle ard his Diſciples, Whrſcever wil 
come afier me, lit bm d:t.y himfdlf, &c. 
Luk, 9. 23. And he ſaid unto them all, If 
any an will come after me, Les him dci.y 
himſelf, ani take np his Croſie, and follow 
we Here arethree of Chrift's Servant-, 
that tefſtifie this truth from che Mouth of 
Truth it ſelf; and inthe mouth of cwo cr 
three Witnefles every word (hall be 
eſtabliſhed. See alſo what: che Lo:d 
himſelf ſpeaks, Zach. 7. 5, 6. When ye 
faſted and mourned, even thoſe 70 years,did 
Je at all faſt TO MEE, even T O 
HDAEE? And when ye did eat, and when 
gee did: drink, did yee not eat for your 
SELVES, and drink for your SELVES? 
Which place clearly proves the Lord :nd 
Self are directly oppolire. So Rom. 14. 
7. ſaith the Apeſtle; Nor of ws liveth to 
bhmſelf, and now dicth to himſelf. To 
whom 
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pathy between God and Sclf, by the 
Lords own reproof of the wicked, in 
th:fe words, T hon thoughteft I was alte- 
gether ſuch an one as thy ſelf. 

[on chis rract T thall princip..Ily apply 
my ſelf, to the beating down of Self ; 
Becauſe Self-denyal is the fir Leflon 
that Chriſtceachethais followers,'as the 
Scriptures before cited prove, | © 
Bur ficlt 1 ſhall ſhew you ſome 
Grounds and Reaſons why Chcift and 


Self are ſo oppoſite, and cannot be * 


ſought together, nor ſervsd'together,nor 
cannot (tand'rogether, nor be lovedt@- 
2ether, that he that followes.the' one, 
muſt deny the other : 


7. 'Reaſ, 1, Becauſe he that Rand- 


ech for Self,andife rech up and maincains 
ſelf; cannorſo far ſtand fer Gods glory; 
Taeſe'two are contrary each to —_y 
Iſa. 43.21, This people have I formed 
for my ſelf({aicth God)they ſhall ſhew forth 
my praiſe, S9 that a people rhar ſtand for 
SOS S 3 Self, 


whom then do we live and die? Vp 
to the Lord, as the next Verſe ſhewetllazy 
And P/al. 50. 21, (heweth "the Antls 
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* þ lf and nor -s God; do nor thew forth 
T8 nraiſe of Cod. Rom. 14.7. None of ms 


weth to; hrmſelf., but ito God'; that he 


” may haveho our. and praiſe and-ſecvice; 


And. ſaith Chtif, Folw 7.18... He that 
Speaks..of h: wlcelt. , ſeeks his 07 glory: But 
be that ſecks he glory that ſeu him, the 
ſame is trae, 7c. 

Now Gods glory muſt bz tool for, 
in all things, atall crimes, 1 Corm, 10, 
ET Pp Whether ye eat, or 'drink,, or what- 
ſoever ye do, dr all TO THE GLOKY 
OF GOD, Therefore this Chritt did 
rejoycein, John 17. 4. I] have glorified 
thee on the earth.&'c. Aud ſaith God, 7 
will wat groe my GLORY to axother,c5c. 
He; hath choſen perſon; far- bis-glocy : 

Epheſe', $4 To the praiſe' of. the Glory of 
ths Grace, &c, Ang when he-calls p2c- 
fons to ſufferings, he mult be glorified in 


char condition 2. 1 Pet.q. 16. "If any man 


ſuffer as a Chriftian,lt bin not be aſhamed: 
bat |: thi @LORIFET. GOD» the 
eh 

| Now cara mano frek his « own glory, 
3s to gs God i his; and ſticsup Gods 
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wrath againft bis] A&:12:123.. Dex, "I 
Herod gave wot Ged the glory; the: 4g i: 
of the L,.7d ſmate him with worms, that he 


dyed. ' And mark: what, Solomon ſaith, 3 


Prov.:25; 27. 11s not good to eat too much 
hevey,; ſo for-mento ſearch their own 
elory'ts nor. glory; 50th |: noVE 
-: Theſecond Rgaſon why Chrift- and 
Self are. {o.oppohte, 1s, B.czule where 


'Chciſt 1s followed and embraced; the 


ſweeteſt 'part of Self-muſt' be denyed ; 
Seli-pate>. ſelf-liber ty, (elf-pleaſure, ſelf» 
profit, ſel{-life, muſt all be parted'with, 


- that Chriſt maybe henoured, Aatth.16, 


24, 25. They ſaid Jeſus to bu Diſciples, . 
If #ny man. will come after ms. let hin deuy 
himſclf, and take up his Croſſe. and, fo{low 
me ; For whoſoever will ſave his life ſhall 
boſe it; and whoſoever will loſe his life, 
for my ſake, ſhall findit, Now,if a man 


will deſert Chcift, forſake Chriſt, to ſave 
his felf-eaſe, orſelf-libetry, or life ; this 
1s-nor ſelf-denyall,you ſee by this Scrip= 
ture:. Therefore Chriſt is- oppoſed, And 
ſelf-cenyal. is, To ger what we get for 
God, and keep what we keep for God, 
and 


þ B 3 
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Dottrive, 


6 5 Rene we to prove the 
= an@to loſe what we loſe for God : Buc 
 ;Woreof chis hereafter, 
*< The Third Reaſon, why he that fol- 
| Hlews Chrift muſt deny Self, is, Becauſe 
Chriſt hath denyed himſelf for us ; He 
fought our good in his coming into the 
World ; he came not 'to ſeek his own | 
things, bur his Fathers Glory, and our | 
Salvation, Day. 9. 26. The Meſſiah ſhall 
; be cnt off, but not for h:wſ:If : no, bur for 
EY poorlcft undone Sinners, Phi, 2, Hs 
| j wade hins{, elf of 20 Reputation, and took. 
Ys pou himthe form of a Serwant,&c. And 
 hethatisChriſts, ruſt walk as he hath - 
Y. walked, 1 Joh,2.6. He that ſauth he 4- 
bides in hiv, enght himſelf ſo to walk as he 
hath walked, Now he denyed him- 
ſelf , | 
1, In regard of his Fathers Glory 3 
doing his Pathers Will;and not his own, 
Joh.7. 17,18. Jf any ran will do hes will, 
he fall kyow of the Doftrine, whether it be 
of Grd, or whether ] ſpeak, of my ſe!f: He 
that ſpeaks of hmſelf. ſeeks bu own Glery, 
&c. An. ſaith he. joh,12.49 [ have net 
ſpokgs of my ſelf , but the Father _—_ 
: at 
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Reaſons to prove the-Doftrume: "ea 
hath ſ.nt me, be gave me @ Command &- 
what 1 ſhould ſay aud what # ſhould ſpear 
So that Chriſt denyed himſelf,in reip-ﬆ& 8 
of his own Will, and did the Will of. his 
Father in all things. So muſt we, 1Þ re- 
ard of cur own Will:; for Self- Will, 
and the Will of God; cannot ſtand roge= 
ther, Therefoce it is ſais , ihe Biſhop 
muſt not be ſelf-willed, 7tzs 2,7, For 
we are todo, and ſu>mit to,ihe Will of 
God 3 like Ely. Jt zz th: Lord, let H 1 7M 
do what he will. Ani H zihiah, Good ts 
the Word of the Lord, Therefo.e the falſe 
Teachers are ſaid to be Self-will: d,2 Pet, 
2,10, And Chriſt himſelf would not be 
a Self-undertaker, Je, 8.28. 1 do u9- 
thing of my ſelf, bnt as my Pather hath 
raugh: we. 1] ſpeak theſe th.ngs, 

2, Ch:iſt deryed hinielf, in regard 
of his Peo; le, Phil. 2, Who made himſelf 
of no reputation, but teck, upcn h'm the forms 
of a Servant, &c. And become obedient to 
Death. even the Death of the Croſs, And 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Lt the ſame Mind be © 
ti j08, a5 was in ( hriſt Jeſws, And this 
1s according” to Pant's rule <lſewhere, 
Bg I.Cor.. 


3 #7, 10,24, 33. Let vo man ſeek by; 
= OP,0ut cvery man anothers wealth,ver.z 3, 
{ 5Y Even as 1 pleafe all men in all things, not 
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Wows-to prove the Deftrine. 


ſeeking mine own profit. but the profit of ma= 

n)-ihat th. 7 might be ſaved. And accord=- 

ng to this Practice, did he z& alſo, 
2 Cor, 12, 14, 1 ſeth not yours, but 
on, 

The Fourth Reaſon, why Self muſt be 
denyed,if Chrift be ſought,is, Becauſe it 
1san0 Argument of mighty Pride, not to 
deny Self, or toſeek Self : That Man 
takes more upon him thin Chriſt did ; 
1 camt not to do mine owa will, ſaith hes 
Joh 6.38. And he takes upen him above 


the Spirit, Joh, 16,13. Heſhall not ſpeak, 


of himſelf, ſaith Chiift, This was the Sin 
of che-Chucch of Laoirea ; 'T hou ſayeſt 
thor art '1ch, aus iner:aſed w; h goods, and 
ha#t 4 of nothing, And ti. Scli-con- 
ceit they2in ihe Soul 1s vey poor and 
bagga ly T hu. k.1nweſt wit rhat this art 
poor and bliad, ann miſerable, aud n-k, dy 
R:v.3.17, A4ndio waleine oor Crea- 
tu2 5 Ved up in Price, Chnult 18.1 
konured ; therefore Self and Chr:ft re 
oppolite, The 
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The Fifth Reaſon, why Ch:ift;al J 
Self a-e oppokite, is, Bec-uſe Self 15a 
Enemy to the imbracing and obeying" 
of the Gotpel. A. 26. 9..Sauh Paul, 1 © 
though: verily with my S E L F, 1 onght 
to do many things againft the Name of <- 
ſus of N.zarech, Therefore , ſatch the 
fame Man, Gal 1,16, When it pleaſed 
God to reveal his Sou in me, immediately © 
1 conferred mt with Fleſh and ' Bloud ; 
ſhewing the Enmit of Self ro Cheſts. 

1he Sixth Reaſon,1s, Becauſe Self 18 
noc ſufficient for any good Work, 2 
Cor. 2, 5 Ie are not ſufficient of our 
ſelves,to think any thing as of our Sulves, 
but our ſufficiency 5 of God, Now God 
would have ht; People full of good 
Works,,7 :t.3. 8. This us 4 fauhful ſay- 
mg, and worthy of all accept ation, that they 
that bave believed 14 God, be carefal te 
maintain good Works, Math, 5. 16.. Let 
nonr 'L1 G, ſo ſhme before 'mev, that they. 
may ſee your good Works, Therefore Self 
muſt nor be ught bur denyed, 
. The ane 74, why Chrift and 
Self ace oppolite, is,; Becauſe Sl can. 
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Reaſons'to trovethe Doftrme. 


$2 CAttibure nothing towards Faith, nor 
Va 4 fe,nor Salvation, E pheſ. 2.8. By Grace 
" Are Je ſaved through Faith; and that not 


of your ſelves, it 5 the Gift of God, In the 
Whole work of Salvation, from firſt to 
laft, God carryethit on; ſo thar he 
May. take away all occafion of Boaſt- 
ing. Rom. 3, 27. Where is Boaſting ther? 
It 2: exclnd:d. By what Law ? of Works ? 
Nay ; but by the Law of Faith,Fpheli. 5. 
9. Not of Works, leſt any man ſhould 
vat, 

Now if Man ſeek Sz1f, or have any 
thing from Self, that Szlf have any 
thing to do inthe Work, there is ſome. 
occalion -of Boaſting ; rherefore Self 
hath nething ro do in the Work: Self- 
Rrength,; and Self-wifdom, and Self- 
righteouſneſs , ſhall do nothing , but 
Chrift ſhall do all, Therefore, 1 Cor, 
F, 31, Asir is written, He that glorieth, 
{et brim glory inthe Lord, And {aiththe 
Lord, by the Prophet Jeremh, Let not 
the rich man glory ihe: Rlinrs7, nor the 
Wiſe wan tn Ju Wiſdom wer the firong 
mas in bis frength 3 But It bir that gle- 
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Reaſuns to pr. 2 the Dome 
rieth, glory inthis, that he nder fi 
and knows me, to be a God that ex ra * 
mercy and ving kindneſs; for m the] is. 
thi: gs do 1 ddlight, ſaith-the Lord,Jer.g,” 


2332 4, 


The Eighth and laſt Reiſon , why 


. Chriſt and Selfare oppohre,ts, Becauſe 


the ſetting u2 of Self, admiring Self, 
and meaſuring Self by Self, 1s Folly, 
and not Wiſdon, 2 Cor.1o, 12, ſaith 
Paul, Th:-y meo(uring themſelves among. 
themſelve-. aud comparing themſelves with 
themſelves, are not wiſe, Now Chriſt ig 
Wiſgom itſelf; and Folly and Wiſ- 
dow cannot ftand together, but are dt-- 
rectly oppokite, | 
Now 1 hall open and apply. this 
Poinr, | 


U [e of the Pornt, 


Is it ſo, That Chriſt and Self are op- 
polices? Andare the Sain's coo ready 
te ſeek, and ſetup Self in what they co? 
as Peter, Mar. 8.33. Piter began to 
rebuke Chrift, when he cold his Di S 
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COR a fons to prov. the Doftring. 
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EPs of his uffering:, Peter ſaid. B. it 
W- Jar from thee Lord, this ſhall wot be unto 
Thee: as if he ſhould ſay, Save thy ſelf 


from theſe S»fferirgs, AMatth, 16. 22, 
Upon which Chritt teacheth Self-deny- 
all, Mfar.8. 34 Oh chen beexhorred 
10 take heed of Self in 21] your Duties, 
AEtions, Seckings, Sufferir:gs, wha ſo- 
ever they be ; th:r you may be waich- 
ful.,and rake care to deny your ſelves in 
them, IF krow you that are fincere- 
hearted woul1 ſeek ind follow Chritt, 
and ihe c1 gs of Chriſt, 


Ani chr you may deny Self , and 
putaly ſeek Chriit, and the things. of 
Chit, I th:llen'eryour alice, to 
ſhew you what Self is, inits Body and 
Men be-s, 17 its Root 3nd Branchzs, It 
is a bicter Herb, that fills the Por with 
Poyſon ; Ir poyſens your Religious 
Exerciſe-,Duties,Services, Zach.7. Did 
J0u at all (aft urto me, even to me, (aith 
the Lord? Ard did not you eat aud drink, 
for your ſetves ? When they thought 
they had done the Lo;d good bavviee, 
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owa,buc co be all. iv Chrillthathe Way: 


Thin main Root of s] 1 es "'W 


they had done ic for Self; and Self had 
corrupted and marred all, -\ 


be Il thew. you therefore, _F , 
'Whar 1t1s, this Spi.irual Diſeaſe — — 


of Sup. 

2. Some Means to cure If, 

And to avoid Confuſion, I-ſhall re- 
CUCe - ioto wo Heads, 

. Self-Sufficlency, 
2, Self-Love, 

And both of theſe have many leſler 
Twiegs and B:anches(' bai I (hall ſpeak 
to) by which a Man become; very full 
of Self. And both of theſe, Self-ſuffi- 
ciency, and Self-love, May be broken 
wy Regenerare Man, (as they were in 

eter ) 1n (ome meaſure, mere or leſs; 
et molt, there remains an over- 
plu-, by which men are defiled, Nos 
thing makes greater Head againſt 
Grace 3 no hing more contrary-to the 
Life of a Chriſtian,as he is a Chriſtian 
co live in,andupon Chriſt: Naking 
more hard, than to uncloath our ſelves 
of our ſelves ; ro haveno Roecof our 


Om 11411 _ of Sc ” 


2 Me all i inus; as Cel.3.11. Whrethere is 
2th: ks neither Greek mr J-w, Circurcifion 
or Uncircuncifion, Barbarian, Scit 1- 
'” " an Boud wor Free: ButCiiRIST# 
- All, andin all. 

For as the Humane Nature of 
Chriſt is taken off of its own exiſterce 
tolive In God : So by reſemblance) a 
Ch: iſtian is to be taken off of himſelf, 
and his own exiſtence, that he may 
not [ive 1n himſelf, bucin Chrilt, and 

Fl Ch:ift in him, Iname this Self-Suſh- 
Milk ciency,of Viiſdom- or Knowledge, 0 
4 Parts, or Reſolutton,or any thing. 
Zi I might! here ſpeak of Self-ſufficien- 
1% 

4! 


cy of Parts,for the attaining of Ends, 
which Mens Eyes are ofren upon ; and 
- | in confidence whereof they f-ll horr, 
fi of what they would have: Ax going 
=; out againſt Enemies in their own 
\! Strength,or Wit, Becauſe Men are ſo 
| many, ſo well armed;fo ſtrong, &c. and 
ſotruſtin an Arm of Fleſh : And here 

| Godcrofſeth menottentimes, and lay- 
7, eh SfintheDuRt, if they did bur ſee 
'* It Eodleſ.g,11, Iremrid, and ſaw - 
d hi dep: 
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T he main Boot of Self. """mF LR 


der the Snn, that the Race. us wt tot 67: "os 
[mift,nor the Battell to the firong ; nent Dee 
yet Bread to the Wiſe, tor jet Ruches to "ol 


en of Underſtanding, nor yet Favour to 
Men of Skill, but T 1m: and Chance hap- 
pens to them all, Herein C00 overth ows 
Men, and makes then ſee themſelves 
nothing, by defeating them ; as Pam 
ſ.ith, 2 Cor, 1. 6. Wehad the Sentence 
of Death in our ſelves , that. we might. 
learn uct to truſt in our ſelves, &c, And 
herein God makes good his Word, 7ſa, 
40, 29. Even the Youths ſhall fant, aud 
the young men ſhall nterly fall, And as by 
Faith, our of weakneſs they were made 
ſt-ong :- Sozin this caſe; cut of Rrength. 


they are made weaknels. 


Buc I (hall rather chuſe:to. handle 
chis in a ſpiritual way, as agreeable to. 
the time. wherein we live, Of this 
Self-ſufhciency, which ſprings from 
Opinion tn a Chriſtian, there be-many 
branches of it 3/ which. hinder a man 
ftom hving: che life. of a Chriſtian.as a 
Ch: iſtian : which z5;coive off of hims 
(clf, upon anocher, as che branch lives 
S740 in 
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4 : 
bet 
- F228 


$5 Tam the Vine, ye are the branches: he 


; faith Ch, 


" that abide in me, and ] inhim th: [awe 
"brine forth much fruit ; Thatis, 0 live 
dependingly, and certvingly ___ 
Chriſt, For as the branch muit. bz 
the Rock, and have lite, elſe it cannot 
ſuck ſap from the.coor, it muſt depend 
upon the Tree; And having life, it 
depend3 upon, an: derives- from the 
roor, by a conſtant ſucking, of: ſap, and 
ſo life 1s ſup.lyed : FEÞq ariſtian muſt 
have:the Spiric of:(;od in him, elite he 
cannor live upon Chrilt ;. but having, 
habituil erace, he drawerk life, and 
Randeth, and is fruirful, and lives up- 
on and by Chrift;; depending upon- 
him, and drawing influence from 
him,” 
In this Seli-tulficiency, I-ſhill they 
you, 
x, The. Branches of i ME 10 rr 
2, TheiMiſchief ic doch, And, 
- 3, The: Cure.:,1' The o- Gl 1 
full bind I «> Te 
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of Self-ſuffic ency. - 
| 1, The firſt Branch of Self-hullin 
ciency, is SELF-CONFIDENC By 
or Self-dependance. This is a man;$%8 
reliance upon the wiſdom that he haths * 
or his Faith, the firengch of it; or the 
ſtrength of his love to Gad,or Courage, 
or Vowes, or Reſslutions ;_ Rehance 
upon any grace, For without queſtion, 
the Graces. in us May be made an arm 
of fleſh ; we may promiſe our ſelves 
| victory, and conviaion of an Adytr- 
| ſary, and ſucceſs in Preaching the 
| Word; as if we could drive our Hea- 
rers to Chrift by flocks, 2s the Spamards 
did the Amuricans to be baptized, 
i þ So many way. p' omiſe to themielves 
. { Gods hearing of their Prayers ; 2nd 
EE acceptarce.beciule of their gil 8: rn<y 
I are able thereco, and therein, Ike choſe 
1 Iſa 58. 3. #heoefore have we faſted ( ſay 
| they) ard th u ſceft no: 2 Wherefore have 
we jj! fled our ſouls, and thou takeſt no 
, knwn.elg? 
b So - man way ſay, Though ll for- 
ſole rh2e-yer will nor I ; as Petey: there 
1s 1.if-confidet cz in us many times, up- 
on 


Ss 


W - 
Don 


TT Wy” wrRRYF CT. oY ' 5 WW WWE Y DV L3-] 


— 
. 
— 


CT EET + 
S —_ _—_——— —— 


k 1 


& 
Ds S ba 
Fay 


=: Now the Miſchief this Self-conh- 
& dence doth, is this; 
| 1, It makegus Empty, 
2, It Makes us Weak, | 
I. I fay, It makes us empty; Empty 

of the ſtrength by which we ſhculd 
Rand, and might ſtand ; Empty. be- 
cauſe ie are full- before of our ſelves ; 
Empry of God, becauſe we are before 
full of Self, There muſt be an empty- 
ing ef Divine influences from Chriſt, _ 
and ſpirituzl occurrences to catty & | 
man through, =le all will not do. A 
8 mans emprine.s in this kind, is his ful- 
Ef nes; 2:1 his ſulneſ:, his emprineſle: | 
/-4 Hoſea ic. 1,2, Ephraim ts an emply 
A Vine. ({4ith God) be brings forth fruit 
wht to ſelf, All that is poured into a full 
I Bottle runs beſide ; fo all that 1s pour- 
ed in:o a heart full of ſelf, And thoſe 
that are Empty of the influence that 
comes from Chriſt, are moſt weak, be- 
cauſe no: ewpty of Self, Whats the 
reaſon we are not wiſe ? Becauſe We- 
are not fools, Therefore ſaith the 2 
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Of Self- confidence or Self-deptnd antt rg” 
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Ale, 1 Cor. 3.18. If any man anon oY 
you ſeemeth to be wiſe i this world, let 


him become a fool, that he may be wiſe, 
So in this caſe, Whar 1s the reaſon we © *} 


are nor ſtones? becauſe. we are not 


- weak : 2 Cor. 12, When ] am weak;then 


I am ſtroug, This Self-confidence de- 
ceives us, G al. 6. 3. If a man think 
himſelf to be ſomething, when he #5 nothing, 
he decerves himſelf. Self-confidence and 


"rar Cragin 4" alwayes laid men 


In the mire, and hath been the bare of 
men, ſa. 40.29. £v:n the youths ſhall 
fant, an the young men ſhall utterly fall, 
Who ſh.1l Bard chen 2 Why. thoi- that 
wait upon the Lord, as the nexi Verſe 
ſhews, This Self-confidence 1s that, 
that makes uz we ok, and defeats vs of all 
good, and is the bane of aur greateſt 
abilie1 s, Ye ſee by chat 45:h of 1/ay, 
Self-cenendance l-aves a itian without 
wings, he falls off his courage, And 
though a' man be never ſo hor ar hand, 
Iikz Peter , Thongh I ſhould die with 
thee, yet I will not deny thee: Yer ſelf- 
dependance leaveth him wichour any 
thing ; 


y, 


he Mil hit f Sol Ry 


thing ; "a truſt iv his abilicies over- 


FT rowes bim, and.'urn; them'{ like the. 


_ gold) i inte chips.; For God 
fakes off our Chariot-Wheels , and 
layes chzm in the. duſt ;. as-heidid Pha + 
ras, Exod.14.24,25, Therefore a't our 
Graces wherein we truſt, will not cars 
ry us out.:. for ſaith:God, This ſhall e 


have at my hand, ye (hall lye dows in 14s 


r-w , ſp2aking ro ſuch kind. of men, 
Iſa. 50. wlt, Ir is onely Chriſt. chat can 


epable'us,; Phil, 4. 13, 1 can ds all 


things trough C hr:jþ chat ſtrengthons 
me. 

And the rexſon why God undoes 
men rat ar? ſelf 4ependant, 1s, RR 
his power 1s wa'le perfect in ur weak- 
neſs ,. 2 C7. 2, 9, 19, not 1n out 


ftrengch : thirefore he un,02s our 


Rreog bh, en! ruines 17, 
The f-con' branch of Self-ſufficien- 


Cy, is SELF-SECURITT,. Thatis, 


when a Man's able co kuth. his fears,and 
dangzrs, and to ſilence them by looking 
upon ſome. hizg in hinſelf; be makes 
himſelf his own h1vang place,or — 
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Themiiſchief of Salf-fecnriey, "Wl 
2nd Cauth;as David, 1 fhall vever be many 
wed; oras Babylm, 1 fit a1 4 Queen ans Þ 
an & Wiiow and jhall ſee wo ſorrow, (a. "i 
47.8; I thail entertain proſpeiiry: ro 
the-lafk'y at Job 29:18 :T hen 7 ſaid, 
I Gall die Ii my reſt, and ſhall-multiply 
17.dajes as the ſnd; Thatis. I ſh.ll 
ſee God and the 1 gar of his Counte- 
| nance, nd proſper to the Jait, BET 

This Selt-ſecurt.y 18 acor ruption in 

-men.contrary to] ih.c adn.1;able trenpe- 
ﬀ ran err, of rejojci:g with trembling, Pial, 
AUP 1s contiary to that; And'irig 
| incident to Chriſtians that are at'eaie, 
{ſuch as o:diridrily ate notempied from 
veſſel to vellell : for if their Souls 
«proſper; as.2 7 ob, 2, and withall-+hfir 
outward tires e cal, rhen conn only 
Self-{ecurity overtakes them, as if chey 
Rood upon their own leggs. Hence jt 
184 as-David ſaith, God hices his face 
| From chet ,\ and then their Moinamn 
{ -£otte!s, .and they are troubled, Pſ!, 


SW. I | 
Now,for the miſchief this Self-ſe- 
| curity. oth, --., -{-h4 8 +: 


It 


2 22 The Mhiſchuf of Self ſcenrity, 

EZ -+:-Ic occaſions God co hide his Face, 

= as Pſa, 30.6, 7. and when God hides 

> his Face,ic isa(2d thing ; you may ſee 
1c not onely by the Speech of David, 

Thou didft hide thy Face, and 1 was trou- 
bled, Butin Feb 23, 1,2, 3. Even to 
day is my Complaint bitter, aud my | r1ak 
& heavier than my groaning : Why? what 
is he matter 2 Oh that ] knew where 1 
might find bm, God had hidden his 
Face, and chat made his ſtreak ſo hea- 
vie. | = 

Therefore, take notice of ſome Par- 
Eiculars:: 

1. Many T-oublzs, Vexacions,and 
Aft. Hon; hefsil ?:ople th- while, 
Dex, 1.17, 7[:4:f fr. my Face from 
tha (aunts ) 4 rang Evids ſhall 


-& The ef: you nave the. Phaſe , 
Teb 14.29, Fo he give quetnefs. who then 
649 make troubl 2 But if he hude himſelf, 

who cant hold ihim, wh tier it be dont 4- 
gainſt a Niitonz or againſt a man cnely? 


th.m,and ſee what their cud ſhall be, 
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b-fall them, a thy (vall be dovonred). 


Deur, 32. 20. / will bide my Face from - 
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T he Miſchief of Self-ſets rity. 5-4 » 
. Ic fills che Seul wich Diftews, 


_ Pſal. 1+,1,2. How long wilt thow . 


forget me, O Lord, for eve! > How lon 
wilt thou hide thy Face from me? aS 
what follows upon that ? Taking coun= 
{clin his Sculzand baving ſorrow 1n his 
Heart daily, And ſee how Heman 
complains, P/al. 88, 14, 15, Lord why 
hid ft theu thy facc from me > And whar 
then? 1 ama manafjutted, and ready to 
die frem my youth up: While ] ſuffer thy 
Terrours I am diſtrabled, 

3. Ttereis Anger and Wrath ap- 
prehenzed, when God hides his Face, 
Pſal. 89. 46. How long Lord, wilt thos 
hide thy ſelf, for ever > And then mark, 
Shall thy Wrath burn lik; fire ? 

4. Ulually at ſuch cimes a Peoples 
Prayers are (hut our, at leaſt in heir 
appr. h-nfion, Mich.> .4.T hen ſhall they 
cry rnto the Lord. but he will not hear 
them : he will even hide bis face from th.m 
at that tims. And this falls our , when 
Man is nor ſo 1enfible of Gods holding 
fig in 18 hand ;bur aſcribes his Subli- 
ances to Habicual Graces, -or Parts, 


or 


7; RE £: ard ; pa c "oF Lt ad. 
24 The Miſchief of Self-ſeeuruy. 
F p Or Duties : Or elſe comes to chink, char 
= Gods Supports , Whicn come but from 
BE” hind to mouth, are conflant Habits, or 
: Cu/rents, which cannot be intzrcept- 
ed. 
| Note, Now judge youzIt a Tenan:, 
tha: h:ti) held a Tenzmenc for a long 
if rime at Will , ſhould ac I: cl.-1m a 
'j Free-hol,. would not the Owner take 
{ i- into his own hand, 10 teach the Te- 
pi1t ro know thar hz holds bur at. Wll: 
So w 11 $04, when long enjoyment of 
Comes makes us think we land of 
01:7 ſejves, Or that theſe Influencesare 
El1a ua! Graces, and come not down 
of pl:aſure from God; then God with- 
7 bf draws, Cart. 5.3. Sairh the Chucch, 7 
F | have put off my (cat, how ſhall I put it 
A | on ? ] have waſhed my Feet, how ſhall 
i defile thim? « She was fallen 10:0 Self- 
ſ-cu 1ty 2nd thought (he had charwirh- 


/4 in her, that would ſuppo:r,ana ſu;'ply 
dhe he:, -and cheer her, And 1t 18 Certain, 
iy. God's withdrawings of his Hand, or 


Face, from his People, are not alwayes 
puniſhments 6f finne ; buc mott com- 
- monly 


LT F 


Of Self- Reſolutions, 7 
monly co (hew them thewſelves, and 
the Icregularity of their Cou:ſes, So ir 

was in Cavt, 5, that ſhe might be ſenſi= © 
ble of her Secu:ity and Drowſineſs, So 
Hoſea 5. ult. I will go and return to my 
place ( (-ith God ) rill they acknowledge 
their Imquity,and ſeck my Face, Or to 
prevent them from ſinning : Therefore 
was Paxl's Thorn, 2 Cor, 12. Left 7 
ſhonll be exalted, ſanth he. Therefore it 
behoves Chtiiiiians, when they ſe:rch 
into themſelves, after the Re:ſon of 
God's withdrawings , not onely to 
confider, what finne | in chem God may 
puniſh, but what Corcup.ion he may 
prevent : For ( notbecauſe I was ex- 
alced, but ) :/? 1 Þowld be, faith Parl, 

2 Cor. 12, 7. There was orven we 4 
Thorn inthe Fleſh, the Meſſenger of Sa- | 
chan to buff et me. | 
" FF The ThirdB-anchof this Self-Suf- 
\ Y ficiency, is SELF-RESOLU TI- 
ON, and Purpoſes; Either to leave” 
| ſuch or ſuchaSinne , or to withſtand 


* ſuch a Pafſion or Temptation; or to 
f- C be- 
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26 Of Sef-Reſolurins. 

| become Gods, or to ſtand for God.&c. 

- to ſ{uffer for him,or his'Cruſe,&c.Now 
theſe Reſolutions are very perempro- 
ry and high, that riſe many times upon 
Meer Convictions of Duty : When a 
m:n's Conſcience 1s convinced of ſuch 
a thing to be a Duty ; when the Con- 
ſcience ſees a neceſiity of Duty upon 
Conviction, that it is a Dury : There- 
wpon ſtarts up'a Reſolution and Purpoſe 
in a Man, to venture to ſet upon it-: 
Which Reſolutions, in themſelves, are 
very high, and yet they eaſily and 
quickly crumble to nothing : Like /- 
raels, Deut. 5.27. All that the Lord hath 
ſpoken WI L L We do, ard be obedient : 
And yetſee, verſ. 28, 29. faith Cod, 
This People have well ſpoken: As if he 


ſhould ſay, Jt a5 a good Reſolution: Bat _ 
wwark , ſaith God, Oh that there were 

2u them ſuch an heart, &c, And io ſee, 
Hoſea6, 1, Cume and lit 1s returnto p 
the Lerd,&c, Here is a brave Reſolu- 

18 tion: yer Fark what God ſaith in the | 
Y ah verſ, Oh Iſrael, what ſhall 1 49 unto 


| thee ? 
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Hyvecritical Reſolv1ions, "BP 
thee ? Oh Ephraim » what ſhall T 0. 
wnto thee > for thy Goodveſs ts as this 
Mornng Cloud, and as the Early Den © 
it paſſe h away, And. yet this Purpoſe 
was 200d, a gallant Reſolution, to re- 
turn tothe Lo:d, Fora manin refol- 
ving , muſt nor look ſo much to that 
which terminates his Reſolution, as 
thac which boztoms tc, 

Note, That may be well cerminated 
upon a neceſlary Duty , which is not 
well bottom'd u-on a true Strength, 
I ſay,matkic, That may be well termi- 
naced upon a neceſſary Duty , that is 
not well borrom'd upon a true ſtrengrh. 
The Duty ye reſolve on, if it be to re» 
turn cothe_ Lord in yener:l, or over- 
come any known finne you are inclin'd 
to» makes your Reſolution to be 
J00d : Bur the Streng:h which bot- 
cos itz makes icdurable, Therefore, 
ſaich Paul, I can do att things through 
Chrift which ſtrengthens me, Phil, 4.13. 

Some Reſolutions are palpable Hy- 
pocrifie ; their very Tengues, (when 

C 2 they 
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BY F TIypieritical Reſclutions 

they reſclve) bel; th ir Hearts : Like 
thoſe in Fer. 42, 20, Ye difſembled 1% 
Mm” your heart s.when Ye ſent me to th: Lord to 
enquire for y18. This People, in,caſe of 
' abiding in che Land, or not, they ſay 
| they will and co God's Award; but 
| they never meantit, in caſe G OD 
ſhoul1 ror fic their Humonr, as he tel- 
leth them, Theſe are like -men thr 
Wi lpura Macter to Arbicration, bur 
they will not ſtand to the End, unleſs it 
be ended juſt as they would havs it, 
Many ſuch Reſolucaonsate in Mzn, to 
gowith Gods till he croſs your Hu- 
moure, and contrary you, till he be a- 
Yi inſt your D:u-kenneſs, :nJ againſt 
| your Swearing and Lying, and againſt. 
J yeur ways cf Prophaneneſs and Plea- 
ſores, And then ic appears, as Jeremah 
tells them, Ye diſſembled in your hearts, 
when you reſolved. 

Seconcly, There are (ome Reſolu- 
tions 2%ain, that a man cannot diſcover 
tobe dire&tly Hypocrtiical, which yer 
are rong Reſolu:tons, forc'd by fear, 

- - | extorted 
\ bh [| | | ; 


| 


; 


extorted by Fear of Wrath, "2m 

excorted out of a man's mind by feat 
of puniſhmen:: And theſe are hke wy 
Merchant's caſting his Goods over- 
board ina Storm, when he fears drown- | 
in2. Theſe men are forced co forſake 
finnz,and ſet upon good Duties, Pſal, 
78. 34. Whin he ſlew them, thenth.3 
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ſonght him, and enquired early after God, 


A pitiful caſe, when a People will ne- 
ver come ts God,. till. he brer1k them : 
Bat, ſaith he, they were not fledfaft, mn 
-God's ( oveuant, for thar heart was nt 
right wth big; A wan will never be 
ſtedfaſt in God's Coyenant, till the 
heart be right, as ver, 37. Therefore 
when a People have made famous Re. 


ſolutions; AN that the Lord hath ſpe. 


ken we will do, as in the Scripture be. 
fore named. A Reſclucion, that (per. 
haps) they could not detect Hypocriſie 
In their hearts,wherr they ſpake it : By, 
he'chat knew the heart could ; for, (aity 
God, Oh that there were m them 4 hear, 
to fear mez&c, Dent.5,29, 


C3 Thirdly, 
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Honeft Reſolutions, 


WW Thirdly, Some Reſolutions again 
gre Mercenary ; when men reſolve up- 
” on Religion, to fill rheir Bellies, ro 


ſe: ve their own ends, Like Simez 1M a- 
£15: lo follow Chrift fo the Loaves: 
and torunto him onely to be ſaved, 
Like the Yourg-man, Zak. 18, 18. 


Good Matter,what good thing ſhall ] ds, 


to therit the King4um of Heaven Buc 
he w:s (60n tyred ; This 1s ike a Flath 
of ſgr14 Fatnzs, ſoon cut and gone, 


Fuunhly, I will come to (oaie Ree. 


ſolutions , that are honeſt and lincere 
£00 3 asthar of Peter, ro 6y+ With 


Chit , avs yer DUI 1 Se If{-Relolution, 2: 


His Love to Chit pwr 610 VPN 4 Re- 
ſolution to tick and ftind to hin; And 
though he ould r ply, ( and peradven- 
cure he knew himſelf no b2"ter) Lord, 
why cannat [ follow th e now? 1 will lay 
down my life for thy ſakg- Yet he thc 
knew his (trengeh. cellech hi Joh, 13, 
wlt, The (ork, (hall not crow, till thou haſt 
denyed me thrice, 
Ichink I may infer hence, from the 
: Text 


| Hineft Reſolutions. "I 
Text natutally, That there May be Sin- 
ceticy in a Reſolucion, wanting Self." 
Dnial:: I meanzthe Heart of Man may. 8 
reſolve out of love to Chriſt, and yet it 
may be a Self-Reſolution. Peer loved 
Chciſt before his Fall, that is out of 
Doubt ; but not with that Self-Deniall 
of his Grace, as afterward he ſhzwed ; 
and no: with that Self-denizl of his 
Love, as afterward, Joh, 21. 15s 
L.5rd, faith Peter, thou knoweFt Þ love 
thee, He doth not ſay more than theſe, 
a before; thongh all forſake thee yet 
will not T, A man may love Chrift, and 
yer not have that Self-Denial of his 
Love, as afterward is ſhewn : Peter lo- 
ved Chriſt, before he denied him; bur 
not with chat Se f-D-nial of his Love, 
as afte ward he (bewed, ts weep bitter {y. 
for denying hiza, If you: Reſolutions be 
built upon your own firength,and your 
managing of yourGraces, you will find 
you will ſoon be upon atyred Hotſe, 
| Cod doth no: ſay to Paul, Thy Grace 
is ſifhcient for thee 3 bur my Grace; 
chat 1s, my flrergth, as it is incerpreted 
C 4, in 
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In the Veiſes following, z Cor, 12.9; 
F:om hence, .Let us learnte build 


upon a Grace and Arength wichout us; 
for ina ſtrength wiehour usja man hall 
be able to ſay, 7 can dv all things, Phil 4. 
Ard TI cell you, he that will cake upon 
him to ſay, 1 will deall things for God, 
muſt look to that whereby he may be 
able to ſay, / can do ; elſe his Reſola- 
mon will fail him, Ler a man look to 
Ch:ift, to give a Heart and Duty, be- 
fore be reſolve to have a Hearc and 
Duty, | 
New che F:uit of Self-Reſolution is 
this ; when men underteke to walk in 
the ſtrength of Graces,or Duties, Cod 
is fain to ler the Aſs ye ride on, to run 


'out of the way,or fall down under you, 


that ye may ſee, that ye didnot ſee, 


Hence many Chriflians. are foiled by 


their Paſhons and Temprations: Thug 


it w*s with Peter, he fell in the Mire, 


no:wirhftanding his Reſelwion, Many 
are foiled by Occations and Tempta- 
tions, and fiHi, and fall, and fall, and 
wonder at hemſelves ; fall ar (l:ighry 
Tewprations 
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Of ſelf-aFling of owr own G races, ks Ty Th 
Temprations and Things : Alas, a pooE4 
Wench to make Peter deny hi. M Ret "38 
And all this, to make yon ſee the mif= 
placing, and miſtaking of Reſolucions. 
And all to make you be caſt out of 
Self; not onely of Natwral Self, but 
Graco Self ; and nor to relt, nor live, 


upon it, 


Mt / 
Y- | 
WP 
Y- » 


The Fourth Branch of this Self-ſufh- 
ciency, is, SELF-ACTINGofa 
mans own Graces: A man's ating and 
managing of his own Graces. Ir 1$ 
very common ameng People, Self- 
2Ring of a man's own Grace. The 
meaning 1s this, when a man is habi - 
tuated with ſome Love to God, and 
Faith of the Promiſes,. take him to be 
Regenerate, 

Now when ſuch a man fpinneth out 
a courſe of Life, and good Duties, out 
of his own Boſem : juſt like as a Moral 
Man draws out vertuous Actions, eut 
of his Vertues; juſt ſo, a Regenerare 
Man draws out Du.ies, out of his own 


Hea 
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Ex IM "3+ 2 oh - 
Bo” 34: Of [eif-alling of our own Graces, 


Wo ox 
m7 Heartand G aces, How? Why by 
-- propounding ro themſelves Rales, and 


Commandments, and Motives, Which 
may move their Hearts, whereby they 
core to fiir vp themſelves by Reaſon 
whereby they core to perform good 
Ducies,and (tand for God, 

Note, Not thatl deny, but theſe H:- 
bits are a Well of Warer, ſpringing up 
into Everlaſting Life, Joh. 4. 14. They 
are active Principles.they are ſo : Bur I 
ſpeak of a man's own acting of theie 
Graces, when they are heavy, or be-- 
num'd, or lye in the Embers; a man's. 
Reeling of them in his way, For you 
ſhall find a ran many times blowing 
che Coales, and it: will not kindle the 
fire, All the ways he can rake,w-ll not. 
put life into them, till he hath learned 
this way, to kindle them by Faith from 
Hezven ; and hath a way by drawing 
down f:om Chriſt, wich an Eye waiting 
upon Chrift ſa.26-12313- Lord, thu 
wilt ordaix Peace for us, for thou alſo haſt 
wrought all enr Works m #s,0 Lord, onr- 
Oo God,, 
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Of ſelf-afting of our own Gracts, $5 

God,  othcy Lords beſides thee have bud 
dominion over us; but by thee ovely, Wh ; 3” 7 
we make mentunof thy Name, See here * 
how they depend, T hou hat wrought 
all our Works tz ws ; And by thee onely will 
we make mention of thy Name, Phil. 4, 
13. 1 can do all things, through Chrifhy 
who ſtrengthens m2, Col, 3.9, 10, II, 
Te have put off the Old Man mthbis 
deeds, ani have puton the New Man, 
which ts renewed in kyowledge , after the- 
Image of him that created him, Where 
there is netther ]<W nor Greek, Circum=' 
cifion yr Uncircumcifion, Barbarian, 
Scithian, Bond wor Free : But Chreft @- 
all. aul in all. 

For if God a them nor or, all will 
not do, Sampſon went our and ſheak. 
him, bur he goc no ſtrength by it, Tadg., . 
16, 20, So 8 man may tugg With his 
own heatc, and get no ſtrength by ir, 
In this caſe one drop of Oyl te the- 
Wheels, is as 200d as a pound of: 
We'ght, Onedrop of Jeſus Chiilts in«- 
fluence from kkaven, is beccer than al 
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38 Of /elf-afting of owr own graces. 


the tuggings and ſtrugelings with a 
mans own hearr, 

To act choſe - habirs, and torer the 
heart upon a courſe of ating, the way 
1s to look to God, and draw out the'e 
{weet droppings, which the Apoſtle 
calls Grace with me, 1 Cor, 15, 10, 
meaning, queſttonleſs, thoſe afſi{tings, 
and enablings, and aids, and ſuccours, 
which carry him on 1n all Imployments, 
For u 15s the work of Ged, and he muſt. 
do it, as appears by divers Scriptures, 

Tohn 5.21, As the Fath:r quickens 
whom ke will ; even ſo the Son quickens 
whom he will. And the Spirit quickgus, 
Joh. 6.63. Therefore ſaith the Apolile, 
Epheſ. 2.1. You hath H E E quickened, 


who were dead tu treſpaſſes and fins. And. 
divers other places affirm the ſame, 


Objeft, Andleſt any fhould ObjeA,; 
This was when they had no life ; But 
having habits they live. 

 A»(w, T anſwer ; Iris he that gives 
life > and moves that life coo; gives 
Lrace, and aGs it * 3 Tim, 6, I 3s _ 
why 


SS. 9. on, 3h. | 
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Of [clf-aimg of ouf own gracts. IT ' 
who quickens A L L things, Quickens 
faith, quickens love, quickens defire, *F 
quickens zeal, and as the Text faith, 
Al! things. | | 

There is no ſweetneſs flowes from 
our graces, ill he a&t them: Cant, 4. 
16. Awake thou North wind and come 
thou Sonth, blow npou my Garden ; that 
the ſpices ther cof may flow ont,8c, This 
place thews, the Garden hath ſpices in 
It ; but they flaw not our, without the. 
iefluence of the wind ; thart is,the Spi-- 
it of God, 


| Confider theſe Particulars ; 


T, The Soul ſunk in diſcourage» 
ment, cannot raiſe up it ſelf. There- 
fore David prayerh, Pſal. 119,25. My 
ſonl eleaves to the duſt ; quickes then me 
according to thy Word, 

2. When a Saint would pray, he 
muſt be quickened by Ged, P/al. 80, 
18. Quickes w, and we ſhall call on thy 
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3. When he would keep firaic in 


_- the wayesof obedience, P/al.1 9.37. 


T urn away mime eyes from beholding Y a- 
mit): and quicken me imihy way. Ver(,$8, 
Q micken me according to thy Irving kinds 
neſs : ſo ſhall Tkeep the teſtimonies of thy 
nth, | 

4. He cannotftic up his own Ccom- 
forts. Pſal, 119. 107, 1 aw affufic! 
very much : quicken me, O Lord, accord- 
wg to thy Word, | 

5. He cannot a&t his Love, Pal. 
119, 107. Conſider how I lous thy Pre- 
cepts : quicken me according to thy loving 
kindneſs, 

Now for a Chriſtian to lye for this 
wind, to blow upon his Garden; to 
wait upon Chriſt (but Rill I mean in che 
we of his own means) to ſend out faith, 
to fe:ch and make diſcoveries from 
He ven, is the living by the faith of 
Chr it, Gals. 2. 20. for how fhould a 
map conceive of living by fatth other- 
wiſe 2 namcly. Iris all one with the 
living of Chit in us, | 

+ And 
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Of Self ang if 0#Y 00v ot W- 


And this is a courſe which ig 
ruch from meer walking by the ** 


ſtrength of your habics, 

New the uſe of Fai:h, in livirg ſpt-- 
ricually by Fauh upon Chrift, is not 
In proj ounc ing rules of life, and com- 
mand wents,and Wayes,how you ſhould 
walk : to live ſpiritually upon Chriſt, . 
is rot only therein; Buc in dariving 
and drawing vertue out of Chrif,as the 
Woman that touched his hemme-, 
AMaith, 9:20, 21, For ye are ſaid to- 
live by Faith, :uft as a man is ſaid to 
querch his thi:t by the bucket ; and 
that 1s, as it drawes Water out of the 
Well: ſo we live by Faith, as that- 
whichevery day drawes from Chrift, 

I concluge this, That a man «Ring: 
of his own graces, and foine on as & 
felf-a&or 3 I: brings forth akin of a 
call life ; Ir brings forth many formal 
Duiies ; Ir wakes a man much at one, . 
withour any great raifings of heart at 
any time, without any great comforts; 
Wuhout ary great feelings ; without 

any: 


_— | 
go Of Silf-Caſtody cr Keeping. 
any gre:t lively ſpicit, without any 
E greatgrowth: And they know bur lic- 
tle of che ſence of Communion with 
Chriſt , wherenpon our life confifts. 
Joh. 16. 22, 1 will ſee you again, avd 
your heart fhall rejoyce, The influen.e of 
che gracious Viſits of Chriſt fill; them 
withjoy. 2 Cor, 4. 1, As we have re- 
cerved mercy, we faint net, 

Fo: it is tte of our graces, as It is 
of our perſons; Is him we live : Bur 
that is nat all, A man may live, that 
cannot move not ſtir, Bur m him we 
move alſo, Ati.17.28, For ſaich Chriſt, 
Without me y. can do nothing, John I5, 


5. 
The Fifth Branch of this Self-ſufh- 

ciency, is, SEL F-CHSTODY,or 

KEEPING of a mans ſelf. 

T know it is ſaid, Ms that & born of 
God, keepeth himſelf, But there you 
have che property, and the power too ; 
for he is begotten of God, 1 Joh, 5.18, 
But a man may be himſelf roo muck in 
it, and that is all I ſpeak to ; not _—_ 


be too wuck (elf in it. 
And ſelf-keeping is this, 

When a man thinks, and hath a heart 
to think, ke can antidote himſelf againſt 
infe&ion of fins, and times, and com- 
pany ; or can arm himſelf againſt 1n- 
fection of things, profits, pleaſures, 
occalions, motives : Sin ſhall not break 
in upon him ; no Example ner allure- 
ment hurt him : This. was Peters mi- 
ſtake, Thengh all forſaks thee, yet will 
not /, Math. 26, 33, He thought he 
could keep himſelf ſafe enough From 
denying tis Maſter. 

How often are Chriſtians tainted 
now,and come off with ſhifts and equi- 
vocations ? come off poo:ly out of 2 
remptation or occaſion of fin? As Pater 
was found as ſleepy as any of the reſt, 
potwiihſtanding his great profeſſion, 
whar he could de for his Maſter, Mah, 


26,40, And foto inftince in other 


Chr i(tians, they manage a Suit in Law, 
-Many times With-as much revenge, and 
| take. 
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Of Self-Cuftody or Keeping, 4x: |; 
the Duty , Bur ro fſhew how a Man may 3 
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54 42 Of Self-Cnftody or Keeping. 
- take as indiceR courſes a5 orhers, This 
” bufineſsof Selſ-keepine is pot well ma- 
naged by many Chriftians : They do 
net keep their credits, nor the credit of 
Religion nercker ; or if their credits, 
yer they do nor keep their ſpirits in 
| tune with Gol, Ir were worth ihe 
| While to han-le this Point ; but I am 
hr raiher now again(t ir, chan for it : that 
L 18, againſt cheir arming chewſelves with 
þ their own amour ; purcing on heir 
þ wit ani wiſdom, and courage,an.. zeal, 
and knowledg ; putring on this, and 
u;-9n ihis confidence of courage, many. 
are. ready tO veniure upon occaſions, 
an many umes ready to provoke them 
to0, 

Alas, you hitle think what a rempta- 
tion, and occaſion may do! There 1s 
not the ſtrongeſt of youz going in this 
ſtrength, bur may be unhotrſed by a 
ql | bul:uth, Who knows what the fight of 
r 0s the forbidden Fruit may do ? even as It 
LL Þ i did with £ve, Gen, 3. 6, Who knows 

Y\- wWhattbeſight of a Wedg of gold way 
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do ? Jeſbna7. 21, Who knows what 
the fight of a Bathfheba may do? 2 Saw. 
11, 2, You licile think what you may 
be drawn rae do; 'thar which ye hate, as 


. Paul (peaks, Rem. 7 15, Hazacll was 
' drawncothic which he intenaed not, 


Is thy ſervant a dogg that he ſhonld do this 


'thing ? 1aith he to the P: opher, 2 Kip, 


8.13, Adam was a keeper of grace, 


and grace of him; ye ſee he fell. Ir 1s 
he that keeps. your graces rwult keep. 


you; He that kept Joſeph in a greater 
eempration, than all Davids graces 
cul keep him 3 for Joſeph was. ſ6llt- 
cited. If God keep you nor, all the 
power you have Þtefide cannot . keep 
you. 1 Pet. 1,5. Who are kept ty the 
POWEK OF GOD, thro-gh faith to 


| Salvatwn, 


Therefore th Saints have ſcught £5 
God to be kevr, Pal 17, 8, Keep me 


4s th; apple of the eye, And hav- r-ſolved 


and concluded there 1s no keeping elſe. 
Pal. 127. 1, Except the Lord keep the 
City, the Watchman wakes in vain, Plal. 


141, 
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141.3, 4. David prayes, Set a watch, 
O Lord, before my month, kerp the door | 
of my lips : Tscline wot wy htart to any . 
evill thing, &c, His Mercy and his f 
Comforts keeps his-people. Pſal. 94. 
18, 19. Whes T ſaid, My foot ſlippeth then 
thy merey held me up. In the multitude of 
m) thoughts within me, thy Comforts, O 
Lord, delight my foul. The ſhadow of 
his wings keeps them,. Pal. 17,8. His 
Name keeps them,. Jehn-17,11.. And 
his Faichfulneſs and Truth keeps ther, 
1 Cor. 10, 13. Therefore we may con» ? 
clude as Jerem,10, 23. Iknow,O Lord,. 
= yot in man that walks to diret hi | 
EDS, 

The laſt Head of this Self-ſufficien- 
cy, is SELF-ASCRIBING, When 
A man attribures his ſucceſs,or ab'livies, 
or comforts, or peace; to his own ſuffi- 
ciency : or clſe he gives that to grace 
within-bim, which 15 co be attributed ro 
grace Without him ;. This. 1s Selt-aſcri- 
bing, 

Ic is true, there is a time when Paul 
__ ruſt 7 


l 


"Of Self- Aſcribizg. 45: g: A 


| ruſt ſpeak magnificently of his Mint- 
FI ſtery, to vincicare It from contempt : 
7 4 bur markhory he qualifiech ic; 7 ſpeak, 
fooliſhly, 2 Cor, 11, 16, 17. not after the 
t. | Lord, but as1t were f.oliſhly tm this Corfi- 
mw | dence of boaſting, Chap. 12,11, I am 
of | become « fool mgloying; ye have compel- 
O | led me. And 1: Cor. 15.10, Yet wot I, 
df | but the grace of God, the! was with me; 
is | As ifir werea thing not becoming him, 
id | And there is a caſe whetein a man may 
P, o 2lory or rejoyce in himlelf, Gal. 6, 4. 
F Let every man prove bus own work, and 
d,. | then (þall he have reeyeing in himſelf, and 
"8 | not manoth.r: That is, Let a mancry 
his own Integrity, or (incerity of hearr, 
n-- | that ke may not (tand upon the Cog 
en | mendation of ſuch a Chriſtian,and wh 
2» | aChriftian; bur upon the ſincerity of 
h- | his heart : arid then ler him rejoyce. 
ce Bur this Self-aſcribing, is a corrup- 
ro þ tion incident tous, Magrifying of our 
ri= |} graces, or works, thereupon to life up 
our ſelves 1n our own eyes, as if we 
aut |} alone were the great Favourites of God; 
uſt 7 or 


| 
l 
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= 46 Of Self- Aſcrihing. 
or as if God were tyed co ws for our 


works ſake: Like them, //a. 58. 2. 
Wherefore have we faſted, ſay th.y, anl 
thou regardeft not ? We hav. afflificd 
our Souls, and thow tak:ft no knwwledg., 
And I ke the elder Brotne, Lake 15, 
Loe th ſe many years do 1 ſerve thee, net- 
ther did I at any tim? tranſgreſs thy Com- 
maxdmenut: yet thou never gaveſt me 4 
Kid &c, This Self-aſctibing God con- 


deinnetih, Dext. 8, from II, Ver. to 17. 


The iubſtance of theſe Verſes is this, « 


to caution/rae! to take hzed,that when 
they are repl:nithr and fill'd wich en- 
joyments, they do not attribute or 
aſcribe it to their own poiver or Wiſ- 
dome,&c. 


The ſecond Head, before IT come to 
ſp:ak ro ths Cure of Sclf, 1s, 
SELF-LOVE. 


1. Tha: which is Narural, , 


Self- Love O:, 
is Either I 2. That whick 1s Cor- 
zupt, | 
I% 
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Of Self- Love. a7 
I now take it inthe worſt part, for A 
chat which is Corrvpr : for, that I may 
ſay it but once » there is a Self-love ſo 
Iotrinſical to the Creature, as never to 
be ſepiraced from ir, while ir hath a 
Beirg : And therefore every Man,and 
Creature in the World, hath an Appe- 
tire of Self-Preſervation ancSafery,ard 
Keeping, and ſeeks 1s own Sup port, 
This 1s Self-love,meerly riſing from che 
Natural Being of eve: y Cieature 3 this 
1s meerly Natural, 

But now. we need not queſtion whe- 
ther this Self-love be a Sin, for it 1s Na- 
cucal : Ic ſympathize!h with Nature ic 
ſelf, and was 1n pure Nature, to deſire 
irs own Being and Suppc-.t, 

This Love of a Man's ſelf, 1s that 
which Chriſt makes the Meaſure and 
Standard of our [ove to others, our 
Neighbour : The fbalt lev? thy N:igh+ 
bour as thy ſelf ; God with all thy heart, 
ant with all thy Soul, aud Mind. and 
Strength, Marth.37. 38,39. The whole 


Sieam muſt run to God; And thy 
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43 -Of Natnral and Corrupt Self. 


Neighbour as thy ſelf. Now God doth 
' not make any Sin the Rule of any Du- 


ty : The Rule of our Duty, of Lov- to 


our Neighbour, 1s the Love of cuc 
elves: therefore it cannot be a Sin,be- 


cauſe it is theRule of our Duty we owe 
to our Neighbour. And this the Law 
doth not ſo much command,as ſuppoſe: 
Itis in every wan by a Natural Pcinct- 
ple,therefore I ſpeak not of chat. 

But ſecondly, here is a Corrupt. Self- 
Love, or this Natural Self- Love Cor- 
rupted,er vitiated; And that I ſpeak of: 
The Inordination of Self- Love, the ex- 
ceſs of it, is that which we call Self- 


love. 
Now this S./f-love, is a Corruption 


very hard co find, very hard to obſerve, 


and very hard to overcome, In every 
one of us : Regeneration, the Seed of 
God poured in.o the Heart, leaves 
abundance of ir co be rooted out, by 
freſh Supplies , and comings 1n of the 


Spirit, : 
I ay it is hard to find out: Peter did 
not 
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Of N atwral and Corrupe Self, ay © 
not think of ſuch a Corruption, when 
he cryed, Maſter ſave iky [elf : Not the 
Tews when they Faſted, Zach, 7. Icis 
ſuck an inward Corruption, lying cloſe 
in the Spirit, and Ir.wards of every 
man) itis hard to find. 

The Reaſon is, Bucauſe always that 
Point of Excels ia l:wful things, which 
make« them unlawful, is bard co find ; 
whether ict be 1n the defi e'of worlcly 
things, or the uſe of them, Pleaſures, 
P:ofits, Recreations, any lawful thing : 
/\ The Point of Exceſs, whereby they be- 
' come unlawful,is hard ro find, 

Now this lawful Self-love, being i1n 
itſelf l:wſut ; and the corrupting of 1t 
iiznding in ſore exceflive Bounds and 
' . Limits, 1c 1s hard ro find in every one 
- of Us: It 18 a So1ritual Sin, lyes cloſe, 
2 and the exceſs of ir is hardly found, in 
| Point of Exceſs: For that which makes 

| Self-love to be a Sin, is that which 1s to 


| be ſoughr, 


!  Quef. Whendoth this Self-love ex- 
D ceed 


of Self-love, ic extends into all you: 
| Though 


5o The Danger of Corrutt Self-love. 


ceed its Bounds? What muſt it be mea- 
ſured by > 

Anſw. Truly, by the Love of God, 
which muſt have the upper hand of ir. 
Therefore, when a man in any deſire 
of any thing whatſoever, though it be 
Grace, Pardon of Stn, Salvation, Hea- 
ven,&c. Yec where'oever this Self-love 
&0es before the Love of God, thar is, 
when the Love of God is any way un- 
der the Love of our Selves; it becomes 


wvitious, Now 1n this Point of Exceſs, 


wherein Setf-l»ve gets the upper hand 
of the Love of God. or the Glory of 
God, that (hould be above rhe ſeeking 
of our ſelves; this 1s hard to find, 
Secondly, AS it is hard to find Self- 


love, ſo it 18 a Corruption, that 1s the 


Mother and Fountain of a World of 


Iniquicy, and of moſt of thoſe Diſtem- ' 


pers chat do haunt. and hang faſt on the * 


People of God: Ir is the laſt of them | 
that Ciech.and is killed, and 1t is a Mo-y 


ther Sin, For if you look i into the exten! 


the 


The Danger of Corrnpt Self-love, 51 3 
Thoughts, Tots, Defires, Hacred.,. 
Lowe, "Feb. Ducies, Seekings,&c. And 
thoſe things that ſeem to be molt Reli- 
0160s and beſt, there Su/f-love flowes 
the i oft.and 1s a Mother-Sin :. Infetts 
all your Endeavours, -1nfe&ts your De- 
res, infe&ts your Ductes, infe&s your 
Prayers, infects your Profeflion of Re- 
ligion, infets your Preachings ; there- 
fore it is a Mother-Sin. T hetefo: e, not 
wich o:eat Cauſe, doth the Apoſtle, 

2 Tim, 3.1 — 5. ſpeaking ef the 
Men of the laſt Times,ſpeaking « of P,0- 
feflo.s that have a Form of Goadlineſs, 
but deny che Power of it; and ſpeaking 
of ihemto be thus and thus, he beging 
with this 3 Men (hall be Lovers of their 
own Selves ; (aith he, T bu kyow alſo,that 
in the laſt Dayes, perilozs Times ſhall 


come; For men ſhall be lowers of their own 


ſelves, Cov: tows. Boafters, Proud, Blſphe- 


em | mers, Diſoberient t) Parents, Unthack- 


A0- 


full, Unboly, uthant Natural Aﬀettion, 


en! Truce-Breakers, Faiſe- Accuſers Juconti- 
y Ou! % vent, fiore, "pierre ae that - 


ghd 


Pl $2 Self the reaſon of Covetouſneſs. 
good, Tramtors, Heady High-mindea 


Lovers of Bleaſurcs, more than Lovers of 


- God, I obſerve it, to thew you, How 
that Self-love leads the way to all Cor- 


raptions : yea, itis the beginning of all 
thoſe Corrwprions, that miſlead the 
Hearts of Chrithians, and rhoſe that are 


Regenerate. 


To clear this a lirtlz, 

'Why are Perſons Coveroug,in getting 
and keepivg outward things 2 Why do 
they ceal deceirfully, in Bargaining 
and Trading > Why are they ſo bick- 


ward to Works of Mercy:? So ſcant 


towards the Poor, and ſo penurious 
cowards thoſe that Jabour among them 
in the Word and Dectcine > but be- 
cauſe they are Lovers of their own 
ſelves. And why do the poor P.iſoners, 
for Chriſt's ſake, indure ſuch great 
Wants, bur becauſe Men are Lovers of 
cheir own ſelves ? 

Why do Prefefſors bo:& of Gifcs,or 


Parts, or Riches, or any Enjoyments ? 


tur 


trade 
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own (elves. 


Self the reaſon of Covetouſneſs, 53 
but becauſe they are Lovers of their I 


Why do they lift up themſelvs with 
Pride, either of their inward Enjoy- 
ments, or outward Pofleilions, have 
brave Houſes, gallanc Apparel, wear 
Silks and Gold, when the- poor Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel may ſtarve by them 
and go naked, and eat Stones for any 


thing they will do for 
them ?' * bur becauſe 
they are Self-lovers. So 
you Way tun through 
all the fans named in 
T mothy,and eaſily find 
that Self-love is the 
Root of them all, 


- Prof: 86's in 
thiſc Uvayess 
throwgh S$:1f- 


; Love, ave ſarre 


from that Pri 
mitiveLracice 
AQ. 4.45. aid 
A: e&þ, 34, 39. 
Tofcll theirP of - 


ſeſ5i0a5 and Goods, and to diftribute te 
alt Saints, 4s rv:ry one bath aced. L 
tear, SU Igvi hi: Lers many frem che 
reading of tie: Scripcures ; bur I 
am ſare it doth from the PraRice, 


Thirdly, Conſider of it as a Cer- 
D.3 


. _ 


ruptiong 


EF 54 The Danger of Corrupt Self -love, 


ruption, moſt oppoſice to the Goſ] pel- 
way of Sivirg and <alvation,* which 
God hath founded , and grounded in 
Jeſu; Chriſt, Nothing is more oppoſite 
to God's Geſpel-way of ſaving Man, 
than S. /f-love: For God, in an Evange- 
cal way of ſaving Man, hath drawn 
him out of S./f, Tuſtificatioz out of cur 
Selves, Redemption cut of our Selves, 
SarFtification, by the Spirit, out of our 
Selves ; ſo that we kave no Bottom of 
our own, We are ſaved in an Alam, 
asSinan Adamwe fell : . By Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, Chnilt's Sandification ; 
he is made of God unto us Wiſdom, Righ- 
teuſneſs, Sanflificatios, aud Redemptions 
x Cor,1, ©, | 

Now this Sc/f /ave, doth moſt op- 
poſe and ſet it ſelf againlt chis Goſpel+ 
way : For there is a Seli-Righteouſneſs 
in us, Self-Abilittes, a S-lf-Power, 
either to manage 0: live u; on our Gra= 
ces, Ve do not continu.lly draw Influ- 
ence from Chriſt ; we do not deny our 
celves » thatwe m2y be full of Chriſt , 


becauſe. 
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and the Branches of it. 59 


becauſe Self-[-ve remainsin us; we do 
not advance Chiiſt, becauſe of Self+ 


love, 
Itis true, our S2viour did wonder-= 


fully Peach dovin Self-loave; Self-hate 
he p:e .cht up, but-5:/f-/.ve he pteacht 
down,-Why 2 Becauic thoſe Times of 
Perſecution required it, Bur not onely 
Ehrilt.bur Go! pel.and Geſpel-Grace, 
and Golpel-way of laving Man, all cry 
down Self-love, | 

Therefore confider, that Se/f-love 
teing hard to find,and beat down; and 
beirg a Mother-Stn, and a Corruption 
oppelite to: Evangelical Righteouſneſs 
and Salvation : Therefore you have 
cauſe to be attentive to that Which fol- 
loweth, 1n-the handling of it, 

Now for ihe Branches of it, I think 
I may reduce moft of this Corruption, 
into four Heads, 


I, Self-love, inreſpe&-of Ends or 
Aimes; for there is a World of. Selfs 
/ove 1n reſpeR of Ends,which men aim 


D 4 ats 
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a: AndthisIs call'd Self: ſeeking, or 
Self-reſpe®, 

2. Seif-love, in reſpe& of the means; 
For there 1s abundance of ir, in the 
choice, or uſe of che means, for the at- 
taining of thoſe Ends. | 

3. Sdj-love, in reſpeRt of fins that 
are inus; ard that 15 two-fold. 

I, Self-love, becauſe we are free 
from Corruption in this or 
that kind : And this we Call 
Seclf-flattery, 

2, Self-love, in reſpe&: of Cor- 
ruption dwelling in us, which 
we fayour, or ill got ſee, or 
not take Reproef for: And 
this is Self-Judnlgence. 

4. Self love, in reipe& of cur 
Graces, Duties, Endowments, Parts : 
And this.is Self pleaſing. Plealing our 
ſelves in ou: Parts, G:aces, Venues, 
Endowments,or any ihing,. 

So thit to theſe four Heads , Self- 
lrve:in regard of ou: Ends,Sclf Lye in 
regard of the Means , -Self-love in re- 

| card 


The Love of God in Chrift, '«, 57 
eard of our ſins, and Sel{-love in regard 
of our 2:aces:parcs.&c, I may bring all 
I Chall ſpeak concerning Self-love ro. 
Now before I come to the handling . 
of cheſe Heads, I deh:e1o prepare ye, 
to the hearing of all chat 1s £0 be delt- 
vered ; becauſe it 15a corruption hard 
to find, and that which makes us loſe 
\ our priofettionof Rebgion : we loſe our 

Lime. our pains, Our tears.; becauſe-we ' 
are Carried by Self-love, Therefore ler 
me premiſe two things, as Preparatives 
coall che celt : 

1. T he Loveof God im Chriſt, 18 the: 
2round of all Evangelical Goſpel obe- - 
dience. The Love of God in Chriſt 1s. 

- the only cru? gronnd of abſtaining from - 
fin, A min may de free from many fins 
in regard of remper, he may be of a 
- ſweet complexion ; or want of oppor- 
 tunity,&c, But the Love of God, ig the 
' true ground of abſtaining, as you may 
- - fee in Foſeph, I have received theſe 
and theſe Mercies, How then cav 7 ds 
1 this great wickgdneſs, and fin againſt God? 
| D 5, A 
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A: man may be free from fin, and yet 
(vlas) nor out of fin : Abltain from ir, 


and yet not be comfotted, The true- 


ground 15, Faich working by love. A&, 
I5.9, Purifying thar heats by faith. 

On the ocher fide, A man may per- 
form Durtes of all ſorts 3. Be he a Prea- 
cher, he may Prench frequently, and 
ferven.ly ; be he heater, he may be full 
of Prayers, Alms,&c. and yet have no 
thank for his [ibour : why 2- becauſe 
211 is ſteered by Self-love, If the love 
of God vive nor fire co all his duties, 
they are lic:le worth, 2 Cor, 5. 14. 
The Love of Chrifl confiraius ws, ſaith 
Paul, | 

Now this love of God in Chriſt, 
love to God 3; 1s begotren by the caſte 
of Gods Love to vs, Fire kindles fire, 
and love begets love, Oug love to 
Chriſt, is not the firlt love, but the ſe- 
cond « we mutt firſt taſte, The Walt 
cannot refle& hear of ic ſelf; it mult 
firſt be ſhone upon by the Sun: So none 


of us cat. have any true love to God , 


exCEpt 


# 


— 


ed. 


the grewuad of Goſpel obedience, 59.1 
except we be fiſt ſhene upon by byg, * 
Now when a man carries Chriſt al- 
way in hrs apprehenſion; and not only - 
his Benefits , but the love of Jeſus 
Chriſt; For his Benefits do not begec 
ſo pare a love, as his Love doth: I ſay, 
when a man ſees Chiilts Love 'in pay- 
ir? his debts, cleating and quieting hts 
Conſcience, and ſees his love dyed 
with the blood of Chriit ; then che hearr 
relents. And :his love ro Ch:ilt is the 
true Womb, in which all our obecitence 
is fi:it ſhaper : -Therefore ou: Sxviour 
abridges all the Commandwents, under 
this Coz'pendium of Love, Af atth; 
22. 37,3929. T box ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, &c, And thy 
werghbour as thy [lf Signifying, that ie 
15 :be ſeed of obedience, to the Com 
mandments of Gol, For (Ris 15 Your 
maſter-Wh-el. whether ye be moved 
from f1n,-0r::0 fa'y * look whanimnoves 
you, for rhizis ill ;- for as 3 fi:ong bias,. 
this Calites the $061 WI th, - 2 


And. 
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6 F 7 Lyve to-God makes Dunes eafse. 


And this Love of Tod, or love to 


. God, which ruſt tranſcend this Self- 


love, gives to your obedience, 
'T, Eaſineſs. 
2. Worth, And; 
3. Proportion. 


I. Ic gives Eafineſ(s to the Heart of 


Man. That hat comes from Love, is 
not forced nor compelled, by fear; nor 
duties extorred ;.bur comes off eafily. 
The fire of [ve compels no: hing;makes 


things eafie, Ic was Love, thac made- 


Tacoh'endure a hard Service, Gen, 29, 


30. 1 Toh. 6: 3. T bys ts the love of God, 


that we keep hu Commandments : and his 


Commandments are not grievous, Reli- 


gion is a bu. den, duties a burden ; we 


Rick at chem, becauſe we are not fired: 


by love, Love makes us our necks will 
never 2all in Chriſt's Yoak, 


2. This Love of God, gives Worth - 
and value, and account to our duties, . 
and ſervices : whether itbe ro abſtain” 
from fin, or whether you engage your 
{ves in duty ; itgive value to chew. 

" They, 


— 4 


The Love of God gives Worth, Cc. 61" 
Y They are eſteemed as they came from 
| love, Your duties if- it be te give Self 

| content, or for fear of damnation,&c, 
{ theyare bur dung :. the worth of ove- 
dience is as it riſeth from pure love, 1n 
fncerity : Now-lincericy looks at the 
| glory cf God, We in looking at Jew- 
| / els.look.not at the bulk; and God looks 
( how much heart and truth is in the du- 
| ty. If cuftom, or craining up in duty, 
| Carry us on, this is of no zcceptance- 
| with God; neither will that man have 
true comfort 1n his duties, If the heart 
bave not. been quickened by che Love 
of God, to God. 

3- Ic gives Proportion to eur obe-- 
dience. So muchas a man loves, ſe 
much he will obey ; ſo much: he will: 
' ſuffer, OurSaviour makes ſuch a kind 

\. of compariſon betwixt Sm, and the 
|} Woman, Lak. 7. 45, 46, 47. Thou 
- 7 gaveſt me no kiſs, but (hc hath not ceaſed 

? tokiſs wy feet: Minehead with of! thou 

4 «dſt uct avoint3 but ſhe hath anomted my 
| fort mtbowinunt, He entercained him 
| ioco. 
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Into his houſe ; but this Woman ſhew- 
ed a ereat de: | more afte&tion, "Why > 
For ſhe Izved much, Love filled "fo 
with a great ceal of affeRion, tore 
than the orcter, - Great fireatts tin 
great Wheels, -If you walFeaven in 
yout wayes, and walk in an high-way 
of glorifying of God ; there wult be 
love in it, Therefore if tne Tree bear 
not fruit, mend it at the -roeor : If (in 


Rick hard, and duties come off hardly; 


and you cannot walk p:eportionably to 
God,and his Love to'you; mend Loye, 
for that will meke you walk p: pore 
tionably, 

The Second thing premiſed,1 In d: 1ef, 
is this: 

The -Love of God. 1s that which 
makes you in all things atine to pleaſe 
God, an*1n all things aime to glorifie! 
God, An! thee ti ipgs ate contrary 
to 'Sclf-love,” | 


Ic is true, Gad 15 leaſed when he 


is glorified -3' and glorifie&when he 1s: 


pleaſed, And therefore 'you;may asK-:. 


Te what ciſtinction I make here ? 


There-- 
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. | pleaſe God: A romten Heart ſaith-nor 


to plinſe God, 63' 


There is no great difference: To 
leaſe God, 18,10 look to his Will;what 
we (hould do, To glorifie him, is, to 
look to his Power,or Wiſdom,or Good- 
neſs, of any- Property, for enablerent 
to: do, 

Now one that loves God, in all 
things his aime is toy leaſe God above 
himſelf : This ſpiritual end of plezfing 
God, is that which ſpiriualizes ll eur 
ations, Coll, 1, 10; Wak mito all flea- 
fixg, A man may do many good things, 
and pleaſe himſelf, and others , with- 
out any aime of pleaſing God, Now 
God aimes at pleaſing himſelf in all his 
Works ; and Chriſt aimed at pleaſing 
bis Father ; and every good Chriftian 
labours ſo to walk, Yea,he r:ther looks 
at pleating God, ,than the event ; whe- 
ther it be benefir, or croſſes, he rather: 


looks arple:fing God. 


Now a forni | Profeſſor he doth not 
lay, I will ſo walk in my Family, or 
obey my Maſter, or Parent, as I may 


- 
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ſo, For the work done may pleaſe God; 
the work may, when he workec doth 
net, 2 King.9, 7. Jehs's aGion pleaſed 
God, becauſe he commanded ic ; bur 
noc the man, for he did it for ſelf-ends, 
A man may make Godan acceſliry,and 
himſelf che Principal. A man that goes 
to the Market about his bulinels, may 
do an errand for a Neighbour, bur tha 
comes by the by ; his own buſineſs is 
the principal : ſo a man may do. for 
God, He may be faichful in his promi- 
ſes, temperate in the uſe of the creacure, 
profeſs Religion, and be his own man 
in {ll this; look no furcher chan him- 
ſelf, cogive himſelf concent,or for ſome 
by-end; and not have kis eye prefixed- 
tothe pleaſing of God, You may ſe: 1t 
in Balaam, Numb. 24. 1,9. when he. 
ſaw ic pleaſed God 70 bleſs Iſrael, he 
ceaſed to curſe them ; becauſe he could 
not : and he is branded for a wicked 
man though he blefled ; for his ations 
were naught, he loved the wages of #n- 


righiconſneſs, 2 Prt,2, 15, A man -y : 
| aVE - T 
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| of GOD goes down : To bleed,and 


to pliaſe and glorifie God, 65 
have Self-ends, and kis end: not goed *? 
in a geod aCtion; and this ſpoyls it, It 
is net obedience to God, bec:uſe the 
end is not right : for not the bulk of the 
work, but the aime of che heart, makes 
Ut curcant. 

2. ASto pleaſe God, his Will; {6 


- hethar is carryed on by the love of God, 


aimes In all chings at the Glory of God ; 
andglorifying of God, ſeis forth his 


' Excellency, We cn adde no (4lory to 


him ; no more than by I'ghtivg a Can» 
dle,we can adde glo y ro the Sun : Bur 
by our chuling him above all, Pleaſures, 
Profits Honours, Eaſe, or any thing 
whatſoever ; cleaving ro-him above all 
Debigh:s, and aboye all Men; this is 


| glorifying Ged, Now a wicked Men, 


an Hypoctire may talk ef this, but icts 
not 18 him : Teh could talk of his Zeal 
for God, 2 Kirg.10,16, but it was net 
there. . So an Hypocrite ( whatſoever 
ne talks on ) haih not a JTeremiah's 
heart,a David's heart, when rhe Glory 


Tun 


- 
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When Perſons may be ſaid t 
Tun over in Obedience, it hach no re- 
ference to the Glory of G O D. © But 


| When there is a ſympathy berween 


God's Glory, and the Soul, ir is a ſign 
of an honelt hearr, When God's Ha- 
nour and Worſhips go down , the 
heart ſinks; then all Pleaſures and 
Contentments, call them Jckabod; 
Where is Glory? that all runs into the 
Glory of God. Though God thould ſay, 
as he did to Miſes, ] will make of thee 


a great Nation; yer all things are /ck- 


bod, when Goa's Glery 1s- going 
gown, i: 

Now#for Particulars, I might ſhew 
you, hew all aMan's Intencions glorifie 
God in Obedience. 

I, Hethat intends to glorifie Ged 3 
in all his Obedi:nce, and Righteouſnrſs, 
and 7 »ftification, and Satvat:on, he cafts 


all upon ihe Free Graceof G OD. In 


Point of all chis, and SanCtification al- 
ſo,cafts all upon the Free Grace of Goa 


Chriſt; this glorifies God, ] have la- | 
| benred mare abundantly thau — 
: alt | 


þ 


to plorifie G O D, 67 
faich Paul; yet not I, butthe GRACE. 
OF GOD that was with me, 1 ( or. 
15.10, How fearful was Paul of being 
put to glory in himſelf, By the Grace of 
. God ] aw that I am, | 
2, We glorify G OD, when we 
prefer him above all,and before 211": It 
was an Honour to David, that G OD 
| choſz him before zllF efes Sors,greater 
than if there had been no other Son : 
So itis withus, our glorifying God 18, 
| when we prefer him before all thinge, 
1 before all the World ; and find nothing 
jro be compared to him in our eſteem; 
nothing to be laid in the Scales with | 
God,when he is the heavier end of the | 
Scales; his Will heavier chan our own; 
his Commands, before Man's Com- 
mans; his Honeur, befere our Ho- 
our; his Honour. before the Enjoy- 
eat of Wife, Children, Land, Houſe, 
Liberty, Life, any thing ; his Re- 
roach. before all our Honour whatſo- 
Ever. 


j 
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3. This 


Yo 68 Where Chriſtians glorifie God. 


glerifie GOD; when out of a deſfi..e 


————_—  — _ 


3. This Love will carry a man :6 


to glorifie G OD, a man is carryed to 
do thoſe things, which by Nature ke 1s ( 
unapt for, Whar are thoſe 2 why, Love | | 
Jonr Enemies, bliſs them that curſe 103, 
ard do gord to them that deſpitefully uſe 
you, M:th.5.44, Great things, that 
Puts usall co che (tall draughes Paſſing | 5 
by Revenge, overcoming tvill with good, | 
Rom,12,20,21. Goſpel-Dutics much [5 
urged, yet put us all co the ſtallf y 
draught. Will Nature love an Enemy? }c; 
Will Nacure pray for Curſes? Will 
Nature do good te thoſe that deſpite- fo, 
fully uſe us 2 Nature will not : For yee fn. 
(hall obſerve in theſe kind of Duties,as [Se 
Chriſt obſerves, Aatih.5.45,47. Likefhr 
men that run ina level ground , it « 
$904 to the good, kind to the kin, Thereffyou 
fore this Love of. G OD. riſerh beyond: 
Nature, above all Policy in the Wor ldSner 
For a man that ſhould be reidy tDec 
pleaſe God in this.argues he hath a deſÞy « 
6:e to glotifie Gcd. | bot 
4, \n 


Godlineſs makes Diligenoe, 6g 


4 And lafily, Ic is 2 fign that a 
man loves God, and his Glory, when 
the Glory of God makes a wan better 
in his Place, than he would be, if he 
were not gor'ly, or d1 not profeſs god- 
lixeſs, or thay other ren are, 

Are you a Serv.;i ? doth Godlireſs 
| make you wore diligent, more ins 
| firicus, not anſwering again? D th 
y * Godlines free you from thar cor nilen 
L | Vice of Servants, cu of C-n'cience to 
? 4Cod,that ycu way ; leatehir ? 
| Are you a M (ter? Are yeu there- 
fore a betrer M-ſter? wore conſcio- 
< nab: in your Family, allowing your 
as Servants thar which is 11gheforbearing 
xe Ehreaining ? 

«| Are you a Trades-m:n> Andare 
e-ſſyou therefore more upright in your 
ndfTrade, more hone and fair than other 
lofmen ? . Not an Oath, nor Lie, ner any 

tDeceit uſed by you 2 Are you brought 


eQÞy Godlizeſs to that; which others are 
got ? 


\n 
Are 


70 Goalizeſs makes Diligence. 


Are you a Migilt ate > D3 you 
therefoe rule berter, and deal more 


impzctially and juſtly ? | 


Are yu a Minittec of the Goſpel ? 
Do you P.each more conſtan ly, and 
frequzn'ly, becauſ. you love GOD ? 
And do you tiks the more Care, to g1ve 
eveiy one hu porticu of meat in duc ſea- 
ſou? Luk, 12.42, 

Are you a Rich-man ? Do you (ſhew 
more mercy ? Are you more pitiful, 
kind,ready to do g10d and communicate ? 

1 Tim, 6.18, 

Are you a Husbind ? Do you thete- 
fore love your Wite the beirer? And 
are you more render of her Soul and 
Body, becauſe you are Goaly ? | 

Are you a Wife ? Do you therefore 
more readily ob-y your t usband, and 
have him in the more Reverence ? Ic 
1s 2 ſign of unſoundn?:(s in Religion, 
when We are no betcer in the Vercues 
our Callings requ're,than-otker men ? 

O\ therefore let us labour to walk 
worthy of G OD, and to have our 

Con- 
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T he Defintion of Self-ſeckirng. 71 


{ owverſations ſuch as become the Go- 
ſpel of Chrift ; that we, and orhers,may 
. ſee, tht we aim at the glorifying of 
, God, Though, perhaps, we think there 
1s Reaſon, why we ſhould be Romach- 
ful-and rebel, as Jozah; 7 do well to be 
augry ; and we might Gam by Falſhood: 
yet we Will not do ir, bectuſe you love 
God ; thes #5 glorifying f God, 

But Scf-love till exalts Self on the 
higher hand ; Se/f, in ſeeking; Self, in 
pleaſing ; Self, in flatcering; inevery 
thing Sclf is higheſt. Thus a man may 
live and diein the Profeſſion of Religion, 
Preachig,Praying, Duties, Praftice, all 
his life,and be nothing at laſt, 


Icome now to the Four Heads I 

ſpake of. 
Firſt» Self-love, in reſpe& of Ends ; 
any End that a man aimes at, in what- 
ſoever he ſeeks ; Though heſeekes to 
hear the Ford of God,Gifts and Grace of 
Prager, whatſoever ic be ; that is the 
Object of his Secking , in thatthere 
| ay 
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73 Self-ſeeking robs G O D. 
may be Self-ſeeking, Now this Self- 
leve, in reſpect of Ends and Aimes, 
which men may aime ar,chts 18 proper- 
ly "_ Self ſecking, or Self-reſpeftive- 
neſs, 

This Self ſeeksrg, when a man ſeeks 
goed 8nd lawful things 3 Heaven, 
( hri#, the Spirit, Salvation, Wi ha 
great d::al of Defi-e. vehement Prayer; 
yer theie good thin's. and ſweer en- 
joyments, miy be uw nt with fo large 
Aﬀection, vehemen L» ''r2,and yer be 
Seif-ſetking. Eo; 

Ani this Self [* kiag, to ſpeak gene- 
rally of it, 1t is. | D ad Fh, im your 
Box of ſweet Os nieclel, 19,1, that 
flowes inco vu. ® +) irtzs, Profeilt- 
ons. D:hf1 es; inf Co up: them 3 Look 
into the (weerelt Box ;0on-(& of :11 for 
the Fly cobe in, Tiis is:che Colloquiz- 
trde, that moſt of all marreth the Por- 
rage: It Mars all your'Dekregof Spici- 
tual chings, A manhar hack not Rig» 
generaiing Grace, and whoſe heart aiwes 


nor at the Glory of God, can never ainge 
| at 


Self- ſe.king robs GO D. 72. i 
at any thing above it ſelf ; Ic marres aff 
Aimes, when a man ſhall weep for his 
finne, and go beavily, and yet be ſer- 
vile in it, and grieve for fe:r of wrath, 
or the Scourge, I; mars all your Defres 
(a5 I (x1d) of Spiritnal T hisgs : Though 
ye kaock at the Door, cry Lord 'ofen, 
ſeck the Word, and defire the Benefits 
of the Word, which it Records; it 
makes you mercenary, 1t mars all yonr 
deſires, looking mainly atthe Wages, 
And in the way of Religion and Profeſ- 
fon, all men (in whom there 1s not the 
truth of Grace ) areelther ſervile, or 
mercenary. 

1, This Self-ſeekizg corrupts your 
Prayers, you: Gifts 111 Prayer, corrupts 
your Zeal,2 King. 10.16. Crme ſee the 
zeal | bave for the Lord of HoSts, faith 
Teha,when it was for himſelf,Corrupts 
your Pceachings ,»thar preach to the 
People , though you preach never fo 
well : Nay, miny times the berter you 
preach, the more will Self ſeekizg ariſe, 
and Corruption be ftirring. Corrupts 
your Hearing, your Faſting, when ye 

E ſeck 
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T7 74 Self-ſeeking robs GOD. 
W ſeek God extraordinarily, This deba- * 
ſeth your Sufferings, And if a Man | 
|| -< Come co Martyrdom, this 1mbaſeth | 
£3 all. 
LY 2, This Self ſeckirg tains God out 
of his Glory, and ow wut of your Cone 
-[' forts, which you might reap in your 
4 | walkings with God,if 1t were not taint= | 
| 
| 


ed with Self-ſecki: g. 

3. This Self ſeeking (which the Eye 
of another man ſees not ) weakens your 
beſt Performances, nd the beft (co -elt., 
This Spiriwual Filchin. Cs, that lies clote 
in a man, ſt:eams into all we doz and 

| whatſoever it ſtrean's into, corrupts It, 
| and makes it execrable” to Gol, and 
hateful ro him, 

Oh thac men would find it our 3; that 
che Heart of every man would f11.d it 
out, this Corruption,and ab:minable Idol 
among rhe Stuff : This char is caller by 
the head than other Corruptioxs,and yer 
lies hid in the heart : ſearch it out 1n 
all your Duties, and ſuſpe& it of all 0- 
ther Corruptions, I would be ſuſpitious 
of it in every publike Duty, and chere 
1S 
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is Reaſen for it ; I, and private Duties 
r00, | : 

Qzeft, What 2 Self-ſeckirg in private 
Ducies? how can that be 6 

Anſw. I, ſeeking chings for your 
own ends, ſhutting out Gods.Seatch it 
out, upon peril of loſing all ye have 
wrought, or ſhall wo.k to your Liyes 
end, 

Canſt thou plead for thy ſelf,Sorrow 
for ſin,abftinence from f1n ? Canſt thou 
plead as the Phariſce, that thou art 
thus and thus? [ faFt twice in the week , 
pay T ythes of all ] poſſeſs,8c. And thou 
art not thus and thus, No Extortioner, 
no Adulterer, no Draukard, &c, Canſt 
thou plead Abſtinence tfrem every groſs 
finne I can name 2 Canſt thou plead 
defire of Chritt's Righteouſneſs, and 
Benefits, and Kingcom > Canft thou 
flead Faſting , and Prayer, and guod 
Works 2 Nay,can you plead a con:inual 
couiſe 1n Profeſſion for many years ? 


| Can you plead all chis, and more than 


his ? 


E 2 Look 


The Danger of Self- -ſeeking. 7 5 bk 3 


76 Self gets mto private Dutees. 


Look over them ence again , look 
into ycur hearts once again; and ſo if 


Conſcience do not pl-ad- againſt thee 


Self-ſeeking : For if it do, that wil! take 
off all again, Zach, 7, 5, 6, ſaith God, 
When ye faſted and mourned in the 5h 
and 7Tih Moneths thiſe 70 years, did ye 
at all faf TO QM EE, even T.O 
ME E ? Azd when ye did eat ard drick,, 
did ye not eat for y:ar ſelvis, avd drink, 
for your ſelves > All this was nothing 
co them,while ir was done for Self.No- 
thing will Rick co a Chriſtian in AﬀMi- 
Aion; Nothing will Rick by him, bur his 
ſeeking of God, for God. Nothing will 


ſtick by him but that, When G OD 


comes to pinch upon yeu, here he pin> 
cheth you ; as 1n that place, Zach, 7. 
Thoſe that had Faſted in their Seiſovs 
70 years, here he pinched them : Did 
yefafttome, EV ENtome? Did you |} 
not aim at your own reſtoring, and * ' 
bringing back, at your own Enjoy- 
Ments 2 Ha« you any deſire of me,and 


- we for my ſelf 2 There God will pinch 


you, | 
And 


' 
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Self gets into private Duties, 77. ® 

And ſo in other things ; Have you .- 

2en Preachers ? Fave you been Pro- 
fefors ? Have you had theſe and theſe 
Gifts of Prayer, Knowledge, if, don, &C? 
Have you had Ryches, Honour, Liberty? 
here he will pinch you : Did you do any 
thing for mae ? or uſe them for me ? 

And here Chrift pincheth you alſo, 
Joh. 6. 26. Ye ſought me, not becauſe of 
the Miracles; but, becarſe ye eat of the 
Loaves, aud were fill*d. 

And here Sathan will pinch you : 
he hata been a Profeſſor of Relig10p ; 
But, Did he fear God for naught? as. 
Job 1, g, 

And here your own Conſcience will 
pinch yeu, and onely n.5on this Point ; 
T hat you have teen Self-ſeckers. in what 
you have done. | 

And here your Feflow-Brethren ( if 
they perceive it} will pinch you ; as 
Paul,Phil. 2.21, All ſeek thar own, not 
the things that are Jeſus Chriſts, No glo- 
ris Works, nor glorious Snff ermgs,will 
keep up the Heart from linking : Thac - 
can ſecreily whiſper to it ſelf , that ic 
E. 2 hath _ 
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78 Thedanger of ſelf-reſpeftivexeſs. 


hath been a S.If- ſeeker in all theſe, Ir 
will nor be kepcup; for when a man 
falls into any . fli&tion, or ſtrait, and 
Randeth 1n need of Comfort , this will 
be to you, like that of Joſeph's Bre- 
- thren, Gev, 42.2 1, In the Day of Straits, 
then they conclude they were guilty of 
his Bloud, then Conſcience fizw 1n their 
Face, Se will this.1t will turn upon you 
In the ena, and make all bitter to you, 

when you ftand in need of comfort, 
And therefore, the man that would 
real the Branches of Corruptun, (hall 
find ic an excellent and necefliry way) 
to find out Corruption in Corruption, 
There are ſome fins tht are the Bran- 
ches,this I would have men ſearch out : 
Bur Correption inCorraption, ever ſearch 
this out 3 Sin making Sin, There are 
certain Corruptions that make all other 
things ſinful ; ſuch is Self-ſeekeng, for it 
makes all your AﬀeRtions ( though ſer 
upon good things) cerrupt, Martyrdom 

it ſelf corrupt. ; 

He that purgeth Self-ſcek;mg,that man 
(hall purge at once : his ſorrow for _ 
cnat 
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The da-ger of ſelf-reſpettru:neſs, TO * 
that (hall be pure;hisD<cfires they (hall 
be pure ; his Zeal, that ſh3ll be pure , 
his Prayers, they ſhall be pure; hig 
£003 Works, they (hall be pure: He 
pu*22th all, for it lowes 1nto all,. and 
breedsa Scab in all, Ir may be, . men 
look upon your Ways, and Duties, ang 
ACtions, waether you be Preacher or 
Hearer , and they commend your Zeal, 
a worthy man, and they (ee no further, 
{ for Charity forbids Cenſoriows Surm- 
{ng ) but how full of Self mayeſt thou 
te? And then:,as to thee,all is loſt, Ir 
way be, thou mayſt have from God, an 
Abab's Reward, for he Fafted for Seif, 
I-King. 29, 21, and God gave him an 
outward Reward : Or, a Jehne's Re- 
ward, 2 K19g.10, 30, for the Workes 
ſake. But if thou would'ſt hve GOD 
look upon thee , as he uſeth rodo on 
tho'e that love his Name, (asirt is, 
Pſal, 119.132, Forſuch a Look, and 
ſuch Mercy, David prayes for ; as God 
ulſeth to doyto choſe that love his name) 
Then you (h:l| find, Ggd. will be as 
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80 What Self-ſecking is Corrupt. 
lirtle towards you, as you ate towards 


nm, | 

For our better proceeding in this 
Point, I (hall a little ſet forth, whar this 
Corrupt Self-ſecking 1s : which clearly 
to (tate, 1s not ealie to do, 

There is a lawful Self-love, ſo there 


is a lawful Self-ſeekivg of our own Good; 


whether Tetnporal, or Spiritual, or E- 
ternal, I might inſtance in them, 
Thar your Temporal Good may be 


ſought, the Petimon, for Daily Bread, 


makes it clear, 

That our Spiritual God may be 
ſoughtis clear, Zeph. 2.2, Seck Kigh- 
reouſaeſs, ſeck Merky:ſs.&c, Therefore 
It is ſaid, Zak, 11. 13. God gives his 


_ Holy Siri, to thoſe that ask bin, 


That our Er.rnal Good may be 

; ſought, 1s as clear, 

* We may ſcch, * Rem 2.7. Tothem, 
for Glory, mho by patient contins- 
auce 1m well-doing ſetk. 
for Glory, aud Honour, and Immortall- 
19; Eternal Lifr, There 1s nothing 
0:6. 
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more out of Queſtion, than all this 
Now if the good of the Body,and our © 
ward ſtate may be ſought ; If the g00d 
- of our Soules, and Spiricual Rates 1 may 
be ſought; If che good of Body and 
Soul, in the Ecernal fate of both 1n 
Glory may be ſought ; Then may ſome - 
ſa 
Duh. What 1s relf-ſeeting, taken 
1n a corrupt ſence of the word ? 

Arnſw. Now fer the finding out of 
this, Confider, That in the 000d chac 
we ſeek or deſire for our ſelves, ler it - 
be what it will ; God hath an Intereſt, 
and we have an Incereſt, In any thing | 
we can ſeek, whether 1c belong ts thy 
Eternal Rate 1n Heaven, or thy ſpitt= 
tual tate of rhy Soul, or to your out- 
ward ſtate of body g00ds, go0d-name, ' 
Family, Wife, Children,&c. there 1g 
a double Intreſt, God hath one intereſts 
and chou another. 

Nothing a man can ſeek, but as 1t 
may yield thee ſome good 3 fo it may 
bring ſome kind of glory roGod.though 
icbe| bur meat and drink, x Cor, 10.32, 

E5 Wie. 
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Whether Ye eat or driuk,, or whatſoever ye 
do, let all be done to the glory of Gd, 

Now the good that is aimed at for 
thy ſelf in ſeeking temporall things,or 
Spiritual things, or Ecernal things ; that 
I call thy intereRt.. 

That ſpiritual Glory and ſervice that 
God may expe& to reap, of that thou 
ſeekeſt ; that is Gods Intereſt. 


As for Example : 

Thou art in diſtreſs, and ſeekeſt de - 
iiverance, that is thy. intereſt : And 
T hou ſhalt Glorifie me, ſaith God, Fſal. 
50, 15, There is Gods Intereſt, That 
Jehs (hould 100t our Ahabs Idolatty, 
Falſe gods ; that was Gods intereſt: 
Bur that he ſhould root our the houſe of 
Ahab, and ſo have a Crown put upon 
his own head, without a Compericor.z 
that was Feha's intereR,might be done, 
And I bring this to ſhew. you, That 
vv h.:ſoever. a man ſeeks, there 1s. in 
it an Intereſt of Gods, and his own, 
both. I 
Now to ſpeak the gruthy I our ſeek- 


ifs 


How God is turned out of his interet. $3* © 
ing of Temporal good things for our: 
ſelves, whzther t:ouſe , or: Land, or 
Wives, or Children, or Health, or de- 
liverance fiom Crofles,&c. God 1s uſu- 
ally curned quite cur of his Intereſt : 
And uſually chat which. we ſeek 1s our 
own, or for our ſelves, 

Who looks at God, or the glory of 
God in theſe things ? whether Hovſe, 
or Land, er Wife, or Children, or delt- 
verances,or Offices, to come into place 
of Office, whereby a man hath the hill, 
and may do more good : who ſeeks it 
for God ? or who ſeeks to honour him 
by ſuch enjoyments ? But. mens. own 
intereſt in theſe, ſwallows their whole 
ainis,and ends, and defices:- And there 
Is very little reference 1n any of ſeeking: 
th:ſe things for God; Bur our ofvn 
oreatneſs, or content or eaſe, or credit, 
or advancement,or.the ſatisfying of our 
eyes, or of onr hearts, 

2. As God 11s turned- out of his In- 
rereft here; ſo in ſeekipg ſpiritual things 
for the Souls good, or Ecernal things, 
who ſeeks Gods intereſR? Bur their own 
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freedom from hell,from pangs of Con- 


ference, f:0:m thoſe inward th:owes of 


anguiſh which riſe from conviaions : 
Or inward peace of Soul, that they way 
reſt,and be quier, and be happy ; Theſe 
are their ewn Intereſts in ſeeking ſpiri- 
tual things, 

I do not deny, butGod may be earneſt- 
ly ſought by a man,as the means where- 
by a man compaſſeth his ends : as a 
means ts his temporal good, too feck 
God for a Husband, or Wife, or Land, 
&c. Or for ſpiritual good, as a means 
ro work them for me. 1/a, 58.2, Tet they 
feck, me daily, Seek God as their drui'g 
ro do it for tnem; as a way to let them 
in, to ſuch an Ftate,or enjoyment, All 
this is bur Sclf-ſeeking. | 

Becauſe where G»/s Intereſt 15 invol- 
ved with ours, anc Gods as conſiderable 
as ours; We terminate our eyes upon 
onr own,and not upIn Gods, And What 
3s it elſe but Self-{ecking ? 

This ground heing lard, Ir will now 
Clearly 2ppear who is a Self-f:ckgr, and 
and Who 15 86t ; For according as a _ 

ets 


muaboobd pw oo tt 


- or prays ; ſo he is,6r 1s not a Self ſecker, 


4:d uot Gods, 8 """_ 


ſets up his intereſt, or ſets it ner up in 
his eye or heart; when he walk: or ſeeks, | 


For that muſt bz the Gage. wn 
Therefore for the opening of this 
Point further, conſider three ihir:gs : 
t. A wan; (ettirs up his Intereſt 
and not Gods, 
2, Setting up Geds with his own, 
3. Serting up God: above his own, 
This Point may be reduced to theſe 
things : | | 
Firſt, Conſider, The ſerting up of our 
own Inte:eſtzand not God ,ineyes nd 
heart; This is down-righ! Sef-ſeck:ng 3 
This a-man may not only ſee > but feel - 
He def1:es the Benefits of Chriſt, to 
redeem him from Hell : Bur nor the 
Graces of Chrift,to live to Chriſt ; This 
1s palpable Self-ſeeking. Thus whatſo- 
ever a ian ſeeks, he may ſcek.his own 
Incereft, and notGo4s ; be 1t temporal, 
or ſpiritual,or Eternal things : This man 
15a ſeeker of himſelf, Thus a man may 
ſeek parts or gifts, as Simen Mage did 
8 faculty bf doing great woiks 3 _ | 
| OTE --- 
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fore he would be baptized. So a man 
may ſeek parts or gifts, to ger glory to 
himſelf, to ftand above others. Thus a 
man way ſeek Ch:ift;, Thauſands' of 
Rams for a Chiift co redeem aim from 
hell, Mica, 6. 7. 

So a man with greatnefle of affeRtion 
may ſeek any thing and no. God, Men 
delude chemſelves much, when the 
things they ſeek are good things, and 
neceflary things : And their aft:&ons 
toward- them are greatzand large; Now 
they think they have hit it, and all.is 
done, No, ſofr, Neceflary thinzs for 
your Souls, may be ſought wiih la.ge 
defires, and yernothing ſough: but yeur 
ſelves, As Eſas's ſeeking of Repentanee. 
carefully with tears, Heb, 12.17, And 
the 5. to6:1.}. Virgins {ecking earneſtly 
to ever into he Muti. ga Chamber, 
Aatth 25.11, And this marretn all. 

Nite, 1. It :s Certain, a man may 
ſeek God, and not Gods Intereſt, I ſay, 
A man my fzek God, and not Gods 
IncereRt ; that is, Seek Cod as a means 
© ihe 004eining of Wis ching , and not 

0 ; Uhe bl Gods . 
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Gods glory in the thing, You may go 
on in your defires, and courſes, and 
Aaccer your ſelves, and be deceived. 

A Merchant will Trade. wich an Ene- 
my,if he think he can gain by him, Tra- 
ding With a man argues not love 3 but it 
arues I would ger by him : So a man 
may uſe God, to ger his own tchings.and 
ſerve his own turn upon him ; It argues 
not love of Friendſ{hip,but love of Luſt, 
and defire to get ſomerhing by him, 

2, A man may ſeek Gods. Intereſt 
to0, as a hang-by ro his own, by meer 
conſequence. not as a Mans aime z but 
as an appendanr. As 1 man going a way, 
will go of himſelf; bur it ano: her gorhar 
Way, | will he glad of your company ; 
bur char is an accefliry : Soif x man 
ſeek any thing, hs aym way be himſelf, 
bur he may fay within himſel?f, God 
thall be glorified 1926 : I, bur the glory 
of (Zod isan vcveffiry, Ir doth not ſway 
ey heart ſv'2etiy, 9 driw thy dcfires 
ke a ſtrovs 50yie ; The defizes do nor 
$0 0B the 1aore meiilly that wa; for 
Gods 
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Gods ſake: This argues no ſeeking of - 


God, but a mans ſelf, 
Secondly, 

There is the ſetting up of Gods In- 
tereſt with our own; ( And herein I 
would be watily un {e:ftoed,) And that 
1s, When a man cn {ek his own good, 
and thathe can f--k it for Gnd too: 
When in that he (ec k: for his own £00d, 
or his Souls peace, or eaſe, he can and 
doth ſeek it for the improvement of 
God, and his elory, ar; ervice roo. 

Pur the caſe a man i 'inan humble 
condition,in hammering by God firicken 
down in his Conſcience uncer the hand 
_ of God, and unde: the ſence of fin; put 
the caſe, thar the {arc of his Soul 1s net 
yer ſertled,how i: (hz11 Fan! with him, 
for matter of $:1v1iion o Damnation ; 


not yer ſeitled. And in this caſe, this 


man ſecks righr:ouſneis, iceks grace, 


ſeeks and prayes for Jeius Chriſt, and 
ſalva:1on, te b= ſaved : Se ks to be free. 


from the curſe of che Law ; And 0 be 
drawn our of char de/perate condition, 
of lying bed-rid of to. 


Now - 
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Now ſuch a man. in ſuch a caſe, as 
the caſe ſtands with him ; Pecadventure 
the ſaving of his Soul, is the greateſt 
thing that this man looks ar, Hap ly he 
is not yet elevated abs ve himſelt, to 
ſeek Gods intereſt with his own, as the 
caſe ſtands : Bur his heart 1s running 
with ſuch a ſtream towards his own 
Rare, that he looks not at Gocs intereſt: 
Bur 1s ſeeking to ge: out of Hell, 

Now (uch a man, (though he be net 
himſelf able to ſee it,) yet he will be 
found da kly looking at God, He hath 
haply ſome beginnings of the love of 
God, that are begotten by ſome ſence 
and caſt our of Gods word : For though 
he have little ſence of Gods love, or 
Gods favour; yet he hath ſome caſt out 
of the word of God; and that hath 
b:go:ren ſome ſpark of love in his 


ſoul. 
One, Some taſt out of the word of 


- God? what 1s that ? 


Arſw, Why he hath read or heard, 
That God inclines to poor finners, of 


Gods freeneſs of grace to finners , of 
Gods 


ad LED 
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C5ods free offer of grace and mercy, by 
Chrift ro ſinners. Matth,11.28, 1 Tim, 
T, 15, Iſa. 55. 7. &c. This le refs 
our of the Word of Go: And he-e- 
upon a man m'y have ſore defice ro 
come in'o bond wich God, to come 
into Covenant wrh God. I ſay. this 
man hath, and many thouſands have 
chts ; though he do but obicurely look 
at theſe things, yet there is an inclina- 
tion in him : Bur he is about the ſec- 
ling of the ſtate of his Soul yer. 

One, What ſhall we think of a man 
in this caſe, as to the point of ſeif- 
feeking ? 

Arnſw, This ſeeking of things I con- 
demn nor; T deſpiſe not the day of ſmall 
things. Zach. 4.10, There is ſelf-ſeek- 
ing in this man; Bur there being ſore 
ſpark of the love of God himſelf , and 
of Jeſus Chrift himſelf : there being 
ſome ſpark of deſire, of ſecking God 
for ducies ſake, and ſe: vice ſake; though 
there be not perfection, yet there may 
be tuth in ſuch a hearc, as there may be 

in 
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in a man in turning, Therefore it 1s 
comfortable condition, 

Thereiore let net a man quarrel 
himſelf out of his comferts here; ler 
not ſuch a man ſay, I amall for the 
ſecking of my Souls good : and I can- 
not finde Gods intereſt ſo dearto me, 
No, ye are but inthe way yet; and if 
there be bur ſome intention of God's 
inte elt here; It 1s not to be condetr- 
ned for nothing. There might be ſuch 
an intention in the Jaylor, A#, 16. 
though much ſelf appeared in his 
ſpeech in his crouble, as if nothing bur 
the ſaving of his Soul, had been all 
that was in his eye: yet Part encou- 
raged him, and gave him further di- 
retion, Bur more clearly in thoſe 
AG, 2, They had ſome tafte of Jeſus 
Chrift from the word they heard from 
Peter, and fell into-a ſad diſtemper as 
perſons utterly hopeleſs, Men and 
Brethres , what ſhall we do? and yer 
theſe proved (after further incourage- 
ment, and inſtruction) precious., ſelf- 

de- 
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denying Saints ; as appears in the ſe- 
quell of the Chanrcer, 

£uefF. But now, put the caſe a man 
do not know which of the two Inte- 
reſts he ſeeks moſt, Gyds or his own, in 
any thing : I ſay, put the caſe a wan 
cannot here diftinguith himſelf , whe- 
ther he ſeeks Gods grace, or Guds Be- 
n:firs the moſt, as ] may ſay ; he can- 
not tell which is the moſt dehirable 
thipg in his eye ? | 
 _Auſv. lTanſwer, this is certain, a 
man ſhould no: ſeek God, and his own 
good, as things co-ordinate; that 18 as 
the two laſt ends he ayms ar. As two 
parallel laſt ends, ftanding upon a 
plain, and levell; this I (hould not do: 
and if Ido ir, Iamnort (though there 
Way be truth ) riſen to that height, T 
ſhould come ro. But I ruſt ſeck my 
own good as a means to Gods glory. 
As Joſhua did, Chap.7,8,9. Oh Lora, 
ſaith he, what ſhall 1 ſay, when Iſrael 
taras their backs before their enem es ? 
For the Canaanites and all the Inbabr- 
tarts 
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tants of the Land ſhall hear of it » and 
ſhall exviron wa round, and cut off our 
name from the Earth : Here he pleads 
for 1/racls 200d ; but mark it, with re- 
ference to God's glory : therefore he 
adds, And what wilt thon do to thy great 
ame ? Bur in the mean time , ihar a 
man fiands upon a level poyle , and 
ſeeks God and his glory 1n fincerity, 
witkout wheeling ir about, to bripg the 
water to his own Mill : thcugh he can- 
nor diftinguiſh at preſent; I cannot 
condemn this neither ; for here 1s ſome 
race, and defire after God, For there 
may be. truth where there 1s not per- 
fection : And therefore after more taſts 
of God, and more covflits to get out 
of ſelf , ſuch a man ſhall perceive ir, 

Thirdly , The third thing is, the ſer- 
ting up of Gods Intereft above our own; 
and we fhould not ſtay till we come 
hicher, I dare" not be ſo harſh upon 
500d grounds, to condemn the former, 
But yer we ſhould not Ray till we 
come here, in ſetting of Gods intereſt 
above our own, - 

Now 


I 04 How men {et Hp Gods Tatereſt 
Now {ods intere 15 ſet up above 


| wh OWN i110 ayes, 


. When Goas Intereft overtops 
Our own, 

2, When Gods Incereft excludes 
our cwn. 

I, When Gods Intereſt ove: rops 
our own, in our eyes; for alwayes in 
ic ſelf it 1s betrer ; bu: in our eyes , 
us. In your preachings) walkings, and 
ſeckings, if che Intereſt of God have 
overtopt your own, it is right; when a 
mans lalt reference 1s his SrACE, the la(t 
thing he doth refer to, is joy thac he 
ſeeks, and humilti:y char he (ſeeks, and 
parts and gifts th © he ſe:k:, and Salv:- 
Lion to0 ; but all this withour God 15 
nothing, 

The : fact thing ts, that he might have 
union and communion, and fellowihip 


witch God : for that which we call Gods 
glory lies dark: therefore I ſay, That 


a man may have union, and cenmunt- 
on, and fejlowſhip with Ged : For a 
mans fellowſhip with +<'.od, 1s above 


21! a mans honour, credit with men, 
above 


tame © —_— 
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. above therr-own, =, 


above all eaſe, cc. I (ſhould get above 
all ch:ſe chings in my reference. Thus 
dis Ch:iſt, John 17. 1. Father, glorifie 
thy Sine, that thy Srme may glorifie 
thee. Here 18a reference, glonihe thy 
Sonne in his death, glo:ifie thy Sonne 
in his Refurre&ion,that thy Sonne may 
olorifie thee, So ſhould we; Faiher, 
g1VE [ME PAartS, gIVE MC Sit $, BLIVE Me. 
Leatnir.g. e've me knowlegcge.give we 
eaie give FePpe:ce, that thy Servant 
may gl.rifie thee: That thou may(t 
have chy In:ereſt ont of my parts, and 
eifts, and Izarning, and knowledge,and 
p-ace, Tous a man iravy {te k his own 
glory, When a mans he:rt clearly and 
ru.ely runs upon this, this 1s the right 
and perfect frame and temper of ſpirit, 
This argues God 1s in your cuties, and 
Ged 1s in your ſpirits , and God is in 
your hearts ; this is ſweet, This argues 
a right frame , when che love of God, 
and my delire of fellowſhip with God, 
15 the chief Load-ftore that draws re 
te do, or {uffer, or ſeek, 


ac%s. 


I 06 How wen ſet ap Gods Intereſt | 


43:58 It is well with you whoſoever you 
| "If are, whennot.in word enely you (ay it; * 
t |-#11 but in heart and frame of \ PIric, ye Can . 

| WH! thus ditiinguiſh of Gods Intereſt above 

{ your own , and ſet it above your own ; 

an1 this in every z&tion and Cuty, If it 
were fifced into : Fo: it is the propet-. 
ty of a good heatt, 13 any thing he - 
would do, or ſeek; to be delivered 
13 rom the Pl:guz, or [word,or enemies, 
18-208 toſay,and wh:tis Gods Intereſt in this 
13.5 thing how may this redound to God, 
and my - bete-r enjoying fellowthip 
4 with God? And having found that, to 
WW tera mans own incereſt fall under that, 
NN and his own to be deſicable and lead- 

| 1ng, onely wich reference to thac, This 
I is the Milter-piece of all your com- 
1 forts ; and it is the property of a good 
l _ hearc to ask after it, and ſee wherein 

' , Gods Intereſt lies: and then pull down 
* _ yourownunder it, 
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| The ſecond way wherein we ſeek 
| Gods Intereſt above our own, is, when ſW © 


we ſeek GOD's excluding _ ; 
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ab,ve th. ir own, © 1&7 
fbuttirg ic cut * and _ in caſes that 
concerns our glory moft highly ; then 
to C0 it, Whar ſiy you to that > This 
was the caſe of Miſes, and Paul, Exod, 
32.32. Remg.3. The one could: ra- 
ther with to be blo:red"our of Gods 


Book : And the © ber could with to be 


Anath.ma, (and he loved Chil dear- 
ly) rather than-Go1 ſhould nor gfort- 
fie” himſelf, in forgiving Iſracds {ins 
and converting his Covenant: people. 
Boih of them were'upon one poinr; for 
if God (hould not foigive, and convert 
his Covenant people, they thou: hr the 
glory of God would come Gown, Tt 
was in bo:h of them a high rapcure, ab- 
ſolurely ; I cannot m2: kz this a neceſy- 
ry-patrern to us, not in Matter of ſeek- 
ing the ſalvation of our Souls ;-.to ſeek 
Gos Interelt, with an utter excluding 
of ours, unleſs we were Officers as they 
were, Torake to hear: the caſe of Gods 


Covenant people, ſo? I conceive, tha 


a man is bound (0; Cart y ſo high anot- 
on no more ; than be” 18 bound ro b& 


$» | wraptup into the thir Heavens, 
To 


But 
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But now, ler not any man comple- 
ment, and make himſelf as able as Mo- 
ſes and Paul, Ic 13 well if ye can imi.ate 
Chriſt, Johs I7.1, Father. glurifie thy 
Ser, that thy Son may glorifi: thee, It is 
wellif ye cin ſeek tobe glorified with 
parts and gifts, and graces, that God 
may be glorified, If you can ſee Gods 
Intereſt over-copping your own;thovgh 
your own be not excluded, As in thi: 
admicable method of the Lords P.ayzr, 
Hallowed be T HY Name,over-:opping 
eur Daily Bread, hut nor excludin; ir. 
Some Monkiſh devo 1ons in their $o- 
Jlilequies write , They could b2 in Hel, 
where Judas 1s, if God woul i hive 
them there ; bur I believe ic ror, The 
way. of Gods Word, 1s to fer Goils In- 
cereſt above your own ; Thu is the 
way:till we can ſee Gods Incerelt over- 
ropping our own, we lie in doub”, 

Lueſt, But may ſome ſay, Is it not 
neceflary that God may ſerve his own 
Iarereſt upon me,with che loſs of mine? 
And amnot I to ſeek it may be (6? 

Tn anſwer co this Objection or Que- 


ſtion, 


YO wma mi. 
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ftton, we mult diſtinguiſh betwixt ſuch 
things, :$ are eflenciall co Gods glori- 
fying himſelf in us: Neceſlacy to 
Gods glorifying of himſelf inus: of 
our glorifying of God, Such as our ha- 
ving of Teſ# Chrift, or our having of 
f:ith in God, or our having of the ſpt- 
ric, or Juſtification, or Glorification, 
AnJ it1s not nccfla:y we ſhould loſe 
theſe, b:cauſe Go1 hath tyed theſe and 
his glory together; and why ſhould 
ve be tyed to cut the Chain? Iſa. 47. 
| 21, This people have ] formed for m 
{<If, (ſwith God) they ſhall Grew forth 
my jraiſe, And the praiſe of che glory 
of tis grace, is his g eareſt glory, F phef. 
1, 6. ThereforeIſay, why ſhould we 
be ryed to part them? _ 

Bur then, in other things, that are 
not efſential co Gods glory ; as liber- 
ty, caſe, health, life, ſuch a meaſure of 
| grace, or gifts; ſuch meaſure of 
 , Joy: ſuch parts, that we may be with- 
\ | out, and God g'o:ified noleſs roo, and 
we ſaved roo; here we ſhould ſeek 
| Gods Intereſt, and be content to loſe 
WE F* nl 


,TIt0 E earials or not 


. our own Intereſt, As in aflition; why 
Lord? If joy may hind-r thy Inte- 


reſt, if thou maylt be elorified, T am 


- Content to be in ſorrow, So Panl, 
2 Cor. 12, It God might be glorified 


by che thorn in the fl h,chen he would 
be content to have it Aick ill, If God 
olorifie himſelf another way,where che 

linking of Gods glory, and thoſe 
things: are not neceſliry : here a Chi- 


; tian: may be contented to be Without 


them. And here a man may (weerly 
comfort himſelf, that Chriſt way reign 
over him as he will: If he will nor 
reienin himas a man of parts ; yer as 
2 man mourning afrer Chriſt, as a man 
in Coven:nt with Chriſt, 
And now you may ſee what Self- 
ſecking is 3 hypocritical ſelf in.men, is 
the cividing of Gods Intereſt from 


their own : And the very godly are to 


Wuch ſtxined with this, in ſeeking their 
on, though they rake in Gods with ir, 

Aman may habitually incend ſeek- 
ing Ged, and yet in an aRtion ſeek him- 


Fl. Therefore you muſt in your whole 


in- 


The Miſchies of Self-ſecking. 118 


intentions, have your bent to ſeek God, - 
no: only hibicually, bur aRually ; for 
this Self-ſecking will Rain your Dues, 
and Parts, and Gifts, © 
Now all the queſtion 1s, all a mans 
life long, of the bounds between: God 
and himſelf ; and your ove:flowings ' 
into Gods intereſt, and drowning your 
own; drowning your own cor forts,and 
.contentments, and priviledges, &c, 
>>. To arſwer-this, I woutd adviſe you 
ro conſider the Maladies and Miſchiefs 
of this Self-ſeeking, rhar ye may beiir- 
red up to find it our, And I tell you, 
1, Self jeekrng may be the ground of ' 
moſt excellent Duties ; Ic may be the 
ground of Preaching, and of perform- 
ing, and reforwing a Church, & Houſe, 
and Town,and Perſon ; of great travels 
and labours for God, of great ſufferings 
and reproach for the Cauſe of God: ' 
Self (ceking may be the ground of all, 
Therefore ſearch into your ſelves, eſpe= 
cially if you be ren in Office in the 
Chu-ch of Chriſt, or inthe Common- 
wealch : men of parts, men of ſtanding 
F3; In 
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i-Religio1 ſee if Self ſceking, Applauſe, 
eraw ycu nor. 
2, Do you plead Faith in Chriſt ? If 


'a man be a Self ſecker, he cannor he a 


Beli:ver, Onr Saviour hath a notable 
ſpzech, that migh' be-drawn into hne 
Obſervatiens concernirg this Point, 7 e/, 
5. 44. How can ye believe that 7cccrve 
hanonr one of axotLer, and ſeek not the hoe 
your that comes of God onely ?- Yethar are 
not con:entedio ſet up God, and God 
alone; how can ye believe? If a man 
ſeek himſelf, and his credic, and glory, 


. and ſgek not God downrightzhe cannot 
believe: | 


2, You ſay you have Experiments; 
You thu ate Self-ſeckers, (if you have) 
you have but learned them by rote; 
you have rad them, or heard hem ; 
you cannot ſreak of any experimentall 


ſelling, if you be ſelf-ſeckers, All your 
Experiments and Sealings, and Reveal- 


inge, are bur D2luſions of the Devil : 
God never ſealed a ſzlf-ſeeking action 
with his own Szal ; If Comforts,if Joy, 


1t-Peace, have followed ſuch prayers, 


and 


\ 


1 
J 
1 
d 


_— 


of Self: ſeekirg; I13 
:nd profeſſion as your: that have been 
Sf ſeekgrs; Ic is as ſure to be Sathan, 
2s the:eis lighe in the Sun, Thou mayft 
be filled wi.h joy, :nd over-tillzd with 
falſe flurery.; Þuc God never ſer the 
Set of his Spirit rofuch a heart, whete 
God hh nor b-en ſought + Will God 
(:il a lye? I ſrezk ro them that have 
noc (cuvh God, Have you done great 
things, rooted out Baal, entred into ' 
p: ofef{10n , been baptized, conſorted 
with th= Saints, and ſtood when others 
have fallen, and when Religion hath 
been ſcorned ? So did S:90u Mage, 
And yer it was bur to ſeek himſelf ; 
All chis 1s nothing to you. 

For 1f chou beeſt a Self-ſeeker, there 
1s an inequalicy in all chy wayes; though 
God be concerned in all things, yet he 
thar ſeeks himſelf, will not walk in a 
things altk. with God : For if thou ſee] 
thy (elf, thou wilt perform This duty, 
bur nor Thar, Thou wile faſt and pray, 
but no: le:ve thy exaQtions, 1ſa. 58, 3. 
Thou canſt root out Baa!'s Idolatry, 
falle g0:is; but not 7} ercboams, tohave 
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114 Miſehiefs of Selfſehing, 
ſore invention of men to mind thee of 
God : then thou rooteſt out Baals for 
chine own end, Thon prayeſt,and hear- 
eſt, and performe': many good duties ; 
but wilt not enter into ſuch a profeſſion 
as 15 moſt oppoſed of tke world: thaugh 
it be the truth, Some Commands of 

Cþciſt (hall be done, bur net all, Here 
is ſelf-ſecking, and ſelf-praying, and 
felf-faſting, and ſelf-zeil, and ſelf-obe- 
ajence. This is that which undoes men, - 
and makes them loſers of what they 
ſeek.:. For as Chriſt ſaith, Seek life and 
Joſe it, Matth, 10.39. So 1g this caſe, 
feek applauſe, and loſe applauſe ; for 
God will ccofle men in that they ſeek 
for, This is that, that makes men loſe 
all after many years profeſſion, This 
brought Sim Maga to light. There- 
fore in all things labour to make God 
your bcſt reward; your enjoying of 
God, and.fellowthip with God, your 
beſt reward : God 1s his own beſt re-- 
ward, in duties, 1n prayer ; do you ſo,. 
lec hin be your beſtreward : Ani then 
a Man. may. ſ{weecly.20.00, and here” 
: | E wculd- 


and how G4 1s ſought mairefFly, tx 7 
Foul be no danger In his ſeeking, 
Bur before we. pafle from this Point, , 
of Self-love in reſpe& of ends, I have 
3, or 4. more Particulars co ſpeak to: 
And I hall: detiver ſome Propyftions 
concerning this Pornt of by-ends; 1elf- 
iſhneſſe of Ends and: Ayms; when'a 
man looks awry from God, cowards 
himſelf, oriſeme other thing, 

The Firſt Point 1s, -T kat.a Chriftian | 
way ſeek, other things beſide, res wnllen, 
God, that he may aym at in hu ſecking. 
How, and in what caſes, this way be - 
done, I have. largely rouched already ; 
and ſhall ſpeak more in ſomeof rhe fol-- 
lowing Propoſctions, therefore I ſay no - 
more to thar. 

The Second Poinc or Propoſition is 
_ this, That God may be ſought. unto, and - 

unteuded, and looked: At. but' n0t As 08 
main' end. And his is the. ſeeking of 
God undi:efty and u; duly. 

* A man may have Ged'1n hiseye,and 
fo ſeem a Canriiti3n, . and a fincere min $ 
when God hes nor nexchis heatr in his 
intercian, a” inceation, £zkj3 3, 

| oi Þ 08 | 
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31. ſaith God, Th people come and ſit 
before thee as a people cometh,and they hear 
thy words, and thou art unto them as a Ve- 
ry lovely ſong, of one that hath a good 
Voyce, and can. play well upon an Infiru- 
meet : But they will not do thy words. 
Why 2 Their main intention gorth 
another way, T heir heart goes after their 
Covetouſneſs, And, ſhew my People ther 
fins, ſaith God, Yet they ſeek, me daily, 
and delight to know my wayes, 14.58.71, 
2. T hey ak of me Ordinazces of Juſtice, 
and take delight ts approaching to God, 
Mark what God ſaich here ;. And yer, 
Shew them their ſous. 

i; hall Ghew. you , how men may 
incend Ged, and look at him, and yer 
Gad not regard them, in this way of 
their ſeeking him, And it is a Pointe 
worth cenfideringethat-men may ſee the 


_ delufions of their hearts, and the wind- 


ings and tufnings of them ; whereby. 
they appear co themſelves to be a peo- 
ple of r1ghteouſneſs, becauſe ſome way 


they look at God: Andyetic may be. 


wichour avy tzuch in tee) or regard of: 
Los, | Ne; 


God unduly ſought, c, ., 117] 


Now God may be intended by-a 
man wo wayes, and bot fale : 
| 1. When we (eck God onely ag 2 
' means, 

2, As an acceflary, Theſe two ways 
we halt in; cheſe bind our eyes, 

1. When Cod is ſought meerly as 2 
means,to atrain other things, God may 
be earnelily and early ſeughre, with & 
grear deal of zeal, as a means to attain 

- other things. Juſt as a.man ſeeks a work- 
man, co do ſuch a thing for him, that he 
cannot do himſelf : So a man in this: 
cale, ſeeks to uſe the wiſdom of God,. 
or the power of God, to compaſs other 
en-'s, 10 get ſome prize, that we more 
aym at, This kind of ſeeking God, ar- 
oues no love to God at all; as there: 
may be hacred under flaccery : for ſuch 
ſeeking God to help us our of the bry-. 
ers, and ſo call im our High God, our 
Rock.,, and our Redeemer, c..this 1s call- 
ed but lucerins of God. Pſal.78. 35, 
36. They remembred God was therr rock, 
and the High God thar Redeemer. Ne- 

vertheleſs, they did but ftaiter him _ 
IDF. 


{ 


118: Gods wnluly ſought, 


thur month, and lyed wito him with their 
tongne, | 

A Merchant will Tradz with an Ene- 
my ; not our of love to his perſon, but 
hope to gain by him, and an aym of 
advantage e by him : So a Profeſſour will 
Trade with God in holy Duries,nor out 
of (incere love to him ; Bur hope to ger 
and gain by him, Thus ſaid God, 7 hey 
ack of me Ord:naxces of j ufhic:, Iſa. 58. 2. 
. They faſt, and call him cheic Rock and 
Redeemer; when in ll they ſe:k him 
as a means, for ther ownend: For in 
all inis men ayin not at God, 

A Fowler in ſhooting at a Fowl, 
uſeih his  Iking horſe, as a Covercto 
hide him from the Fowl: So do men 
uſe God and his Religion, bur as a Co- 
ver to lye under while : hey get a ſhoot: 
To uſe the hand of God to do that for 
us, ich elſe will not be done. And 
fo $1295 Magus went a Ralking under 
Bap:iim, ts ger a faculty of doing oreat 
Wor ke, | 

How earneſtly, and with wh:t ſhew 
of Pony did Balanm b_ to God; but it 
Wa$hS 
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when ſonght only a4 a means, Tg. 


was, that he might get Balacks Gold 
for he loved ihe wages of Uniis fireagfs 
neſs, Numb. 22. 19. Now therefore 1 
pray you tarry here this Night that 1 Way 
ſee what the Lord will ſay to me. And his 
ofcen offering Sacrifhice,argued his Fer 
vency and Zeal - andall was for the- 
Wages of Unrighteouſneſs. I ſay, ler 
the ſeeking of God be with never ſo 
much earnefineſs and zeal, and delight 
in Ged ; let Ged be never-ſo highl ly ho- 
nowred in his Ti. les ; let our AﬀeRi- 
ons, thus ſeeking of him; overflow the- 
Banks ; yet all is nothing, ſo lopg as 
you make Godas a Servant. to your owNn 
Ends, and a Bridge to ſome other thing? 
What accempt. 'Ged wakes of - cheſs. 
Ducies you may ſee all the Seriprure - 
over, Iſa 58.5, Will yon count thu a 
Faſt, and an acceptable Day to the Lord > 
Drd'ye not faſt for your ſelves Þ And did, 
Jt faſt tom:, EVEN, to me? Lach.7, 
Change the Name, and ſay, Did ye 
preach to me,and pray to Me, and pro- 
feſs to me? They afſembls th:mſeives _- 


(laich heY for Cory ana ive, = 7! 0 
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G.O Dlooks at mens EnJs; And yer 
men commontiy do look highly at ſuch 
Duties,and Se:vices, wazrein you ſzek 
GOD, if there bz Ze:l and AﬀeCtion 
ſicring;as appears by i his place. Where- 
fore have we faſted, ſay they, and thon ſceſt 
net? Iſa, 58, 3, We have done this and 
this,and thou.ctake(t no knowledg. As if 
God took rheir Services a great: What, 
( faith God) Do you think to wake me 
yur Drud g? lt ſhall never be. 

Os. Bur you may lay, 1s not God to 
be ſought, as the means aud warker of all 
good for 15> And us nat Chris m:erly 
the Means if all good for us, by his Offi: 
ces? Howthen can this be charged As Al 
feane ? - 

Aaſ, No queſtion but G.O D and 
Chrift are co be ſought unto, as 2 means 
of that we would do,.or enjoy. Thoſe 
chat bcing forth Fcuic to God,mult do ir 
by Chriſt, Ro.7.4, and muſt ſeek and 
expec it from God, Hoſ.14.8, 

We may uſe God as a means to work 
1nu8,or give thoſe things tous, whereof 
aimfelf 15 che End, We may uſe him as, 
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touching ſs ſ.eking Gol. 121 

a means,of that End char God requires : 
But here is the Errour,when you make 
God the means of your Self- ends ; when 
you ſeek. him for things either onely,or 
chiefly,to ſerve your own turns. 
' Ir may be the things ye ſeek G O D 
for, are things that are as apt to be uſe- 
ful for God, as your ſclves: So were 
the working of great Wo:ks, inthe 
tine of Symen Mags, 

But here is not the Queſtion, What 
the thing is apt cobe ? but what was 
Simon Magws his Fnd, in ſecking the 
Gifts of the Hely Ghoft > For though 
the giving of the Holy.Gheft,by the lay- 
19g on of Hands, did condnce to God's 
glory, yet he lookr at his own end, So: 
the Queſtion 1s, here your Intentions 
lye>? We many tiresalm at our own 
ſhare,and not Gods, though Gods might 
comein, This is decipher'd out in him 
that came to the Wedding, Matth, 22. 
I1, He might have come to have ho-. 
nou-ed 'he Bridegroom, as well as for. 
good cherr ; Buc he aimed at good cheer, 
the killing of his Belly ,. and not ar.the- 
Bridsgr oo bop. ur. Nom. 


122 Five Marks,to kayow God. 


Now this repreſents a man that 
comes to the Goſpel,and ſeeks the good 
of 1t ; co ſeek his own ſafety of freedom 
from Hel. there : Bu: he-leeks nor the 
putting himſelf under che Service of 
Chriſt,or the Honour of Chrilt, 

Now this Errexr,of ſeeking Gol for 
our own Ends, wherein men content 
themſelves, may be thus diſcove.ed, 
and found out ; when God 1s ſought, as 
a Means co bring to paſs otner things, 
butnotas the M in, 

Firſt, He thar ſecks any thing of 
God for God whether Grace, or Gitts, 


or Comfarts.or any thing,cannor be (a- 


tisfied with the recciving of che. thing 
c ſelf reſp-&ively, or tending to him- 
ſelf, by that he ſecks ; wherein G.O D 
hach nor ſuch a (hare, or ſo immediare 
an lncereft;as in ſome other thing, o- 
ſes ſecks ar God's hind che Im unity of 
I[racl; ani he is impo: tunate with God/, 
not to Ir gy1ce himſelf, by deftroying! 
them, Brconteps,: frch God; let me: 


aline-, and. 1] will: maky- of thee's great: 


Nags; No, thar (hall no Lake: (Hoſes 
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ADiſcovery ef ſeeking Gol, for God,123 


off; though that were for Meſes turn, 
that will not content him : Bur ill he 
proceeds to (ſeek the Glory of God, in 
the preſervation of that People,though 
he were a Loſer by it, Exod, 32. 10, 
IT, 

So to inſtance the Caſe 1n eur ſ{clves; 


A Minifter that ſeeks Abilities of Ged, 


for ſucceſs in his Miniſtry, ſhould God 
2ive him ſuch Parts and Abilities, to 
make him plauſible and . admirable, 
without ſuch Fcuic and Effe& of his 
Miniſtry, in converting Soeules ; this 
would not ſatisfie a pure heart: He 
would rather be counted a Fool, { 48 
Paul in the ( orinthian' and win Souls, 
1 Cor.4.10.than ifl:.unting Rhe:oritiany 
and have no F;unt, 

2, He that ſezks 2ny thing of God, 
for God, 1s:ble ro go without the thing 
m kind, fo God give him ſore. hing 1n- 
the room of 1r,that may be found more 
uſeful ro G»4's End : Lec it be Grace) 
cr what ye will, he 13 able co co with- 
Our it ih kind, 1f another thing may be 
mo:e uſeful ro God's End, Thus Par 

ſeeks 


r24 A diſcovery of ſe king God, for Gol, 


ſeek* the removing of the Thomm, anl 
M-(-nger of Sa han, 2 Cor, 12,8, 95 
Io, Bui hiviig ſuſhciency of Grace 
proviſed him ; char gives him 2s great 
ſatisfaC&tion and rejoycing, as if he hid 
h d the thing inkind, Abr:him came 
forth of his Countrey to Canaan; and 
doing fo, he-is able to leave it, when he 
f w God Gi nor givehim ſo much, 1s to 
ſer the ſole of his Foor on, 48, 7. 5, 
Why > He was taken up with the 
Thoughts of 1 City, whoſe Builder and 
Maker 1; God,cieb.,11,1516, 

It a Ch:ilttan, 18 like caſe, ſeek in- 
wird peace and eaſe; if,inftead of chis, 
he fin! hambling ſorrows more uſefull 
for God's End 1D 1t; namely, to-plouyh 
up his Pride, and w_nronneſ(s of heart, 
he will re;oyce therein, 

Buc men that ſeek God for their own 
ends, uſt be anſwei'd in kind; becauſe 
chat ſerves their own ends that they 
have ſer up, and other thivgs will ncr. 
Like a-Carnal 1ſraelite, that goes out to 


ſeek the Mk and Honey of a Caras: 3. 


an humbling Wilderneſs in the way 
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diſcontentrs him ; becauſe that crofles 
the Erd, that he ta. propounced to 
himſe f. 

3. He that ſeeks any thing of God, 


for God,he ſeeks the love and favour of 


God 11 it : So (har 1t154 great part: of 
his defire to ſee God, and ratte hint 
the thing, ani receives 1t a8 3 great Te- 
ftinony of God's faveu:, /ſal.119, 58, 
I: is ethetwiie with them thac ſeek 
things for their own ends ;. for though 
they may ſay, chey would not have 
them withgut God's favour; yet they do 


not aim at God's favour, 25 a Sawceto © 


ſweeter the Mear,So /ſrae/ would have 
a King;they ſought this: Why,falth the 
Text, The Lord & jour King 1 Sam, 
12,12, Nay, but we will have a King, 
ſay they : Not ſo much looking at God's 
favour, they wculd have the thing in 
kind, though they had Wr-:th with it- 
Therefore, laith Grd, Hof. 12, 11, [7 
gave them a King in me Anger, So they 
mult have fl-th to ear, Dewr. 8, 3, Why 
Man lives not by Bread ontly : Nay, but 
we will have fleſh, 
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4. He that ſeeks any thing of God, 
for God; he ſeeks the uſefulneſs of the 
thing to God,as well as the thing ir ſelf. 
Therefore, fiſt he confiders of the uſe - 
fulneſs of che thing ; how ſuch Parcs,or 
Gifts,or Graces,may be uſeful fo:&ed, 
and then he ſecks ir, Thus)in ſeeking of 
Faith, he conſiders the uſefulneſs of it, 
ro ſuch and ſuch Purpoſes, As when 
our Saviour treats of forgiving our Bre- 
thren, Luk, 19. the beginning. A rhing 
hard to fle{h and bloud, Lord, ſay they, 
moreaſe our Faith, Rightly conſidering, 
that this is a Frauz of Faith; and that 
Path is uſeful to the doing of it. 

So a Chriſtian that ſeeks Comforts, 
ne ſeeks the uſefulneſs of chem , rhac 
they may beas O /1 tothe Wheels, to 
make him go quick to God, So he in 
Prov, 30, ſought ne1:her Poverty nor 
Riches,char he might be uſeful co God 1n 
his Eſtate: not asa Ship over-burden'd, 
and ſo to fink; nor be too light; and fo 
co ſplit againſt che Rocks, In this laſt 
pirt,I ſappoſeChriflians fail in ſeeking 
Graces and Comforts, and what 1f I had 
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ſaid Heaven it ſelf , without being tno- 
ved to aim at the uſefulneſs of ſuch a 
condition, : 

Laſtly,he that ſeeks any thing of God, 
for God; he will not willinsly gain it 
any way,but in God's way ; of his Al- 
lowance, or Command, or Approbation. 
Men may come to God, becauſe there 
15 no other Way to gain the things they 
ſeek. Like a man that muſt go over ſuch 
a Bridze co the Town he intends, be- 
c:uſe there 1s no other way to come at 
the Town : if there were other wayes, 
he would make uſe of ther, Like S:5:u 
Magus, he ſaw there was no other Way 
to do great works, but by profeſſing 
Chriſt; foritrun in this Line, at this 
time, the greateſt Miracles were done 
by chem that profeſſed Chrift: There- 
fore he would profeſs; but nor doing 
here,he runs another way,to compaſs it 
with money;ſo do we many times : Bur 
he that ſecks things for God ,cawmot do 18, 

Secondly, God is ou: ht,and intended 
indeed , but nor igh:ly; when God is 
ſought as an acceſlory, that is, = an 

p- 
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I28 Of ſetkrng God mmdirefily. 
Appendant on ſome other thing, mo'e 
Principal in our Tn.eni1en, and looking 
at GoJ as hanging cor, | 

| Iris 04;]»encion » that makes the 
thing p:1ncipal,or acceſſory: One man 
buyech a Veſſel of Wine; in chis man's 
In:ention, chewire 1s ihe principal,and 
the Veſſel 1: an acceſ{>ry , becauſe be 
buyerh the Veſlel for the Wines ſake : 
Ans:her man bu;cth the Veſſel, and 
though there may te a little Wine 1n 
Ir,yet in his Inten.ion the Veſſel is the 
princip 1. Gol is the beſt, you ſay ; yer 
he 18 ſouzh: after as an acceſſory by us ; 
and (his 1s, when a man's Eye 1:ſet u; = 
oa ſome ocher thing as the principal 3 
yet he takes in God wi.h a liccle corner 
of his Eye, For many times, in ſeeking 


Things,or doing Dues, the conticeras .. 


Che.3 


tion of God,in ch: mines of men;is but 
as a thing that hangs by, 

Thus when a man aimes ( in doing 
Dwuttes of Religion) ar his own ends, Bis 
glory,and credic,& gain; he hath ſome 
lictle conſideration of God, .of honour- 
Ing him as an acceſſory, Thus, ſaith the 

Lord, 
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| | Of feeking God idwriflly, 129 
Lord, Ephraim tv as an Heifer, that © 
targht to do the Maſters work . but he ls- 
ved ts tread ont the Corn, Hoſ, 10, 11, 
That i-,when a man in way of Religion 
loves to do God's work: bur he loves 
to C0 that Work, thathe way eat as he 
draw:eit as he treads, 

A fine Deſcription of tuch as love 
ſuch perforn ances, as they may ſerve 
chemſe:ve3 by them > as an Heifer, 
that loves to tread out the Corn: So 
thc ugh they may look ar God, with a 
aalf,or Quarter-wind, yetthe wind that 
they ſail by 15theinſclves, God (hall 
b: the principal in pretence , he ſhall 
bear the naire, when his main End 1s 
himſelf, 

Thus in Tehx, he that could have 
ſeen into his heart, migh: hiveſeen God 
but an acc-flory , when he declareth 
himſelf. Come ſee th- 2: 4l that ] hate fur 
| the Lord of Hoſts : his main zeal. was 
for himſelf, God hangs by many times, 

2$ alittle Addition of Weight, which 

we caſt into the Scales, when 1: hath its 

| ſull weight already, So Eſar wept cM 
199 {-- 
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1329 Of ſeeking God falſly. 
the Bleſſing, Ger.27. 34. when he had 
made it' away : ſo\do you for God, 
Q#:/#, But haw did Eſ..u Conſiger t, 
45 a Prerogative, or as a Spirunal thing ? 
Avſ. Without queltion,as a Prero: 
gative, Wheceby the elder Bro her was 
advanced ; - but not as a Spiritudl thing 3 
0: if (0,4T ſecon3 hand. So we,when we 
ws made our Mitkers 1n Spurituall 
things,then We will allow God alitile, 
when ( alas ) he comes inat the latter 
en3 of che day. You will zff >rd him the 
back-water, waen the (tream rvns to 
your own will ; and carve for GOD, 
when you have cur for your ſelves 6-8, 
Thus you do,many a man oppoſesLuit, 
becauſe ic dittucbs his Peace,and _— 
he do:h a piece of ſervice: Jult as 
man doch, when he pu. ſues a Proven, 
becauſe hz 1s his Enemy : He ſaith, 


Purſue a Trajtor ; bur he could hve 
ler him alone, had he not beea his Ene- 
my. 

Queſt, But how ſhould we find which 
zs the principal. n or tention, when there 
is 4 mixture of things, and both ourſelves 

and 


at 7 hh 
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Sething God as an ace: fpory flſe. 13 


and God may be neterded > how (tall we 
know which ts aesaſcory, and which is prin: 


| Ciel ? 


eAnſ, In this caſe, a man's heir 
would ezfily cell it ſelf , 1f men would 
be Euc acquainted with their own 
hearts: chat v/hich draws the heart moſt 
cowards ir,that muſt needs be the prin- 
cipal. Therefore, if it be ſo with you, 
that in doing ſuch and ſuchDuties,your 
hearts have no quiet in any iflue, bur 
whe:e they have the Teſtimony of God, 
as Ezoch had, Hib, 11, 5, that he had 
f leaſed God : Solf you h:ve this Te 
ſimeny 1n your Scules, thit you have 
pleaſed God,ſo that ns Commencation 
of Man c:n pleaſe you, nil ys come to 
find, that ye-have ple:ſed God, then 
G09 1s the principal, 

Thar which is the principal in any 
thing,derives {weernels into the things 
we do, or ſcek ; and the ation is (@ far 
ſweer (thoughitbe an a&tion of ſuffer- 
ing ) as we find God pleaſed with is. It 
it be God's Honour that ye ſeck, and 
tas Maintaining of God's Clue, and 
os Laar 


T2 Seeking God as an acceſoory, falſe. 
that derives (weetneſs te you, then it is 


God yeleck,. 


And if Gods and our Intereſt could 


be fundred, we ſhould cloſe with 
Gods, With farewell of our own, if ic 
could be, In ſum, See where ihy heart 
reſterh ; for if it reft in Gad, and it be 
reſtleſs, theugh thou have in thy own 
Harveſt ; yer thou canſt not ſer up chy 
Carc, till God hath in his; ir 1s a fon 
thon ſeeke God. Aniif God make 
thy ations ſweet, and thou canſt not 
reſt, till God hath his Ends, and then 
they are ſweet to thee, thou ſeekeſt 
God, - And then thou ſhalt rake an 
ealie diſtinRion; as ealily as a Mu: kert- 
man knowes which 1s his greateſt Mar- 
hers; for then thou art ſpirited I'ke 
Chriſt, 7 delight to do thy mil, O GOD, 
Pſal. 40. 8. though it was in /ufferivg, 
reproach,and ripes.and deith, _ 

The Third Point 1s, To (hew you 
whence by-ends riſe, theſe (ſelfiſh ends; 
chat you may be able to find them our 
by the track. Theſe by-ends that have 
Self-l,ve in them are, when in ſeektg 

God, 
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By-Euds m ſeeking Graces, 133 


God, or the things of God, or doing 
duties; we aim at (elf 1eſpeRs, ſundring 
in our confideration our own reſpects 
from Gods, There 1s nothing that a 
man ſeeks, or doth, though 1t be never 
ſo holy, bur the heart of man may put a 
Wry-end upon 1t, So we read 1n Scrip- 
ture, how reading, preaching, praying, 
fafting, have all been corrupted with 
by-ends ; whereby the heart- hath been 
turned afide from God, 

In Secking ; For the moſt -part, men 
ſeek benefits, and nor grace. In ſeeking 
ſpiritual chings, ſp1: irual benefics ; par= 
don of fin, Chriftt for freedom from 
hell,:nd cheſe are Benefics ; an4 in this 
reſp:& Chriſt 1s every mans piiz2: Bur 
Chrift with his graces, as a Kii:g wich 
his Scepter, to bring you to be his, as 
well as he to be yours.1s not ſo Much as 
cheapen'd by many Pcofeſsors. 

Well, in ſeeking graces 100, men 
Look at tnem, as meerly n:ceflary tothe 
benefits ;, Faith as neceſl-ry co the ha- 
ving the pardon of fin, neceſſary te the 

Ga 2 coming 


2-34 Dy-Ends in ſecking Graces, 


i! {| coming outof hell: and ſo men make 
\ || ameerbridg of it, 
| And ag1in, A man may ſeek ſuch 
Wl | graces a5 figns of che benefics belonging 
(9 I | ro him: Ifhe had fuca and ſuch graces, 
(1! they are the 12n3 of Pardon offin, and 
= of the F. vour and Love of GoJg to htm, 
| = &c, And no further ir1s reſpeCted, 
( 


QO: eiſe to ſeek them as ornaments of 
us 3 for hecein God is not much regard- 
4M ed: the lerviceablenels of grace for 
We God , Faith for the uſefulnels of ic for 
Kb! | God,comesliccle inco the hearc of man, 
Wl! AnJ ſoin ſeeking Comforts,ic 15 the 

Wl! [weer of them; not the 6yling of a n:ans 
[pictts for God, that tliey may run to 
God. So a man may ſeek che downf31l 


becauſe Chriſt ſhould have regiment 
over his Soul: A man may have wry- 
ends in the b:i rhinos, 


ties,how many wry-ends may creep in? 
| Bur in privace duties,theſe may be dome 
MW || for wry-ends; As menaccuitomed to 
W | private 


'1i of Luft, becauſe ic torments ; but nor. 


il So in doing Cuties ; In Publick du- 


GEES 
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By-Eads 1n ſecking Grazes, 13's 


private Prayer, they ruſt rake off the 
taſk of Conſcience, becauſe if they 
neglect, Conſcierce will call them Hy- 
poctires, When yeu have accuſtored 
your ſelves, Confci: nce will look {or 
ir, as the Romech for meit ; and Con- 
ſcience will call you hypocrite : thete= 
fore you muli keep your times, 

O; elſe, a man may think he will dg 
ſuch'privace Cuties, to have ſome ſign 
of truth in doirg them : falfly eſteem- 
ine, that if ir be private, then it is true, 
Ne: co ſpeak againſt men, for that in 
p:votegthey ſeek publick abilities: bur 
I ay men in private, may ſeek falſe 
things in Cury, And falſe ends way 
maintain a courſe of Religion, out of 
which Cod may be ſhut our, For there 
Is alwayes 1n all koly wayes, ſomething 
out of which a proud Reart,or a corrupt 
heart may ſerve ir ſelf-: or that it looks 
at, and efteems, and may draw on a 
courſe of Religion a lorg time ; Four 
Falts 1n a year. for 70 years together, 
yet ſaith God. Did yn at all faſt to me; 
even tome? Zach, 7, wry-ends may 

G. 3 _ draw. 


136 DBy-Evas diſcovered. 
draw on a courſe of Religion, for ſo ma- 


ny years, SoitmM y be with Preaching, 


P:aying, or any other Reoligiovs duty, 

Ob6jett. Bur you may ſay, /t 3s wonder 
men ſhwald co on ſo long is by ends, that 
ther Corfciexces do not chaſe them out of 
thi. 

Aznſw, 1 anſwer; Firt corfider,fome 
men co nor defire mo tve inquiſitive 
bearts, to pry into ſity m9: Bur an 
mqu'licive h:art 18 an exceilenc keeper, 

Ag1tn, Taey think if chey ſeek the 
thin2s of Gnd, and do duijes of God 
which he r<quires ; then they ſezk, and- 


ſerve God. B: not deceived any longers 


moſt of all in ſeeking the things of God, 
2nd not God. 

Avain, If the end that lies next a 
mans eye in duty, be law ull, then he 
thinks all 1s well, Ic 1s true, co F|. (t for 
ftcife and debate 1s groſs, that all w.ll 
confeſs ; bur if the thing be lawful,then 
you think all 1s well, Bur alas,you muſt 
do more than ſo, for you may have by- 
ends in ſecking for lawful things: The 
detruction of Idolatry, and eAMbab's 


k © 


The Care of By- Exds. ! 37: 2 


houſe, was lawful iv Jeh# ; but he aid 
it for himſelf, Theretore ſeek God, for 
God, and all othzr things for God; that 
ſo he may ſwezten all other things to 
you, This is the chief of all Religion, 
and Devotion; of all du:ies and ſervices 
whatſoever, 

Fcurthly, I ſhall ſpeak a word or 
to, concetnirg the Cure of theſe By- 
ens, becatiſe I have been long in open- 
in: the thing; before I ſpeak to the 
Cure of Self in generall. 

And cothisI ſay, It is a happy cure, 
ard a hard cure. 

For if we divide men that ſeem to b 
ſome body, and to have ſomeching in 
th2, into theſe three ſorts; Serwile, 
edHercenary, and Sincere, 

I, Servile; that are compelled by 
the legall fear of wrath todo good du- 
ties, :nd abliain from (in; to faſt and 
Funble themſelves, as Ahab did, for 
fear of prp'(hment. 

2, Mfcenary ; which contains abun= 
dance of people, the greateſt number 
are Mercenaries, which ſeek things of 

Q 4, God, 
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God, and do duties,for their own ends, 
2nd ſelt-reſpects : and are carried bp 


' ſuch poyſes, that do wheel. them abour, 


(3111 co reſt 1n themſelve;, 

3. And Scere; In whom theſe ends 
are cured, ſo that they are not predomi- 
nant : I ſay, dividing them, we ſhall 
find thi the ſincere are ſev, that exalt 
God, in compariſon of the other. 

Many are driven by fear of punith« 
ment ; more ate drawn for ldve of be- 
nefir : Few by the fincere love of God 


kicyſelf, 


Now this urſincericy of Ayms and 
Eni's, that riſeth out of Self-love, is like 
a hole in a Tree, in which it takes wer, 
2nd rots the Tree at the heart; the while 
it ſeems fair and ſound. This is the bole 
whereby ye are rotted within :.though 
to theeye of man ye are f:ir and ſcund, 
Therefore the Text ſpeaking of, and 
raecning the ro: ting of the Core, that 
beſalls zen, tha: Fiil in the Wy of Re- 
ligion, carried on Þy ihe wind of unfin- 
cerity; Ephe, 6, ult, Grate be with all 
them that 1,4'e:ur Lord Teſws m finceri. v, 

OL 


Eminent fans of fracerity. 139” © 
or with ixcorraption, Sh2wing,that unfin= 
cerity rots,or cortupts a man: And they 
that love Chriſtin ſincerity, love him 
with ſuch a love, that they neither rake 
fvet, NOT 7Or, . 
The generall ſigns of ſince: ity are, 
FWillingneſs to be ſearched, and alſo dili- 
98:.ce 18 Sel:-ſcarching. | 
K WW lligzeſs to be bowelled by the 
Sw;rd, or any way by God : {0 that di{- 
covery may be made. Ic is a noble hgn 
of truth of heart, a willingneſs, nay a 
dceſie to beſearched, John 3.21, He- 
that doth truth: comes-to the l:ght, that bis - 
deeds may be made mauifeſt, that they are 
wronght 1n God. Where ye may obſerve, 
dog truth, and tobe wronght in God, 
are put for one and the ſame thing, 
That they are wrought m GOD, 
ſaith he. Lordſaith the Pſalmitt, Search 
1:0, and tryme, Plal.139. 23» 24:- Lock, 
well if there be any way of wickedneſs mn 
we: That 1s, any waiping from thee, 
or obliquity 18 By heart or wayes, He. 
that is fancere, will come to the dif- 
covering light: Hz 1s glad of that wotd, 
that. affli&ion, that, remptation that 
G5: friend. 


i140 Eminent ſigns of ſincerity, 


riend, nay 1 may ſay, thic enemy, that 

draws his cloſs corruptions Into his 
view, and leads him further to know 
himſelf. 

&- The curioſity of a mans heart in 
Self ſearching, is a notable ſign of fin- 
cerity, thit 15, when a man 1s inquiſ1- 
ave into hiinſelf > and traceth himſelf 
"Out 1n his wayes and actions; to find 
out hisayms and ends :- And to find 
the Ccunningne(s of his heart, in his 
wayes of walking, and prayer, Cc, ta- 
king his heart many times upon ſuſpitt= 
on of unſincerity, wnen he canno: 1 y. 
flac corruption to it. This reflzxibleneſs 
of a mans ſpirit upon himſelf, fifting to 
find our hisends, when a man 1s nc 
Content With the face of his ations, 


" that looks well,till he find che eye, and 


1ncention of his heart therein : ſuch a 
Tran hath half cured his hea: of Self- 
ends. 

Such a curious ſearch, not a Quarrel- 
ling with God, for want of grace; but 
curiouſly te ſeaich out thoſe by-endsis 
half che cure ef them, Bec:uſe, as an 
inquifiive and ative Conlable, by 

8 "wa 


Emmet figiis of ſincerity, 141 


will be ſearching, clears the Town of 
Vagrants, and Thieve: ; that they will. 
BO. abide: So a Slf-ſearchmg hearty 
makes riddance of chele ends, by fing- 
ing ih2m out, theugh perhaps the cure. 
of theſe ends , wil: not be perfect in 
every thing a man doth ; bur a ſlippery. 
eye looks aw:y, Bur in ſuch corrupti- 
ons th.t are without perfet cure 1n 
this life , this 1s a generall rule: The 
finding them out to our conitant humi-- 
liation, and by their means a conſtant 
making uſe of Chriſt, 1s all that can be. 
done, For this the Apoſtle reacheih in 
the perſon of a regenerate man, Rem. 
7, ult, He ſhews the corruptions he. 
complains of, to be irremediate, and 
voyd of cure ; So they wth my mind 1- 
ſerve the Law of God ; but wuh my fleſh” 
the law of fin : yet theſe corruptions un- 
remediate, (whereof this 1s one) they 
|  wereof a Cdouble uſe to Paxl, To his 
| conſtant huwiliation : O wretched man 
| that I am, who ſhall delrver me from : 
the bedy of this death ? And to his con=-- 
., Ranc makipg uſe of,Chiiſt, ip __ = 
1d. 
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142 Thi care for. by-eals preſcribid, 
had pzrfeion : I thank, God, throuch [ 
- Teſns Chriſt: | 
Now for the cure of theſe (clfith, hy= | 
pSciitical ends, this is all, or the main, |! 
that can be ſaid 1nthis point, [| 
I, The love of God being made |' 
pure, makes our ends pure, I meangthe 
love of a Chriftian to God being mace 
pure, fakes eur ends rure ; the end of 
ſecking any grace, or mercy, or doing, 
'any duty. I ſay, this 1s the cure, make +. 
the love of God in you. a pure love 
act and work: for pure love. There is a 
twofold love in thts caſe , the love of 
friend{mip, and che love of a parakte, 
Or thus, the love of a mans perſon;and 
the love of our-own benefit by the man. 
You know tt is evident, Why now, the 
pure love of God or Cliriſt ; by which 
the heart of a Chriſtian is carryed to - 
wnion with God himſelf ; and not car- 
ryed onely te the having , or enjoying . 
of his benefits : that 1s pure love, to 
jove God or Chriſt in perſon; when... 
the heart is carried toan union with 
them; and not onely by che _—_— we 
ave 
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have by chem. So that a man loving 
God with pure love, he hath a high 
eſteem of God, and a high delight in 
God: and is carried in heart to the dee 
fire of union with God, And this love 
of God, carries a mans heart as high as 
God himſelf : for it rifeth out of God 
himſelf, and runs as high as the level of 
It, ro God ; ' not reſting in benefirs.Euc 
carries out the heart to a deſire of union 


with God, and ſo conſcquently beyond. 


all falſe ends. 


QueFfF, Now this pure love, how is- 


that wrovght ina man ? Thus. 


Anſw, By the ſenſe, or ſtamp, or feel-. 
ing of Gods Love to you, Mark,not by 


the unde:ſtandirg of certain benefits, 


and bleflings, and Providences; but by: 


the ſenſe of Gods love in them, vouch- 


ſafed to your Sculs in Chriſt, New : | 


what makes the heart truly Evangelt- 


Coll 2 ' Not the benefits of the Goſp:1; . 
bur the love of God in Chriſt, of which - 
. theſe are the fruits ; this puts it intoa . 


holy frame, 


N«, And this is a Rule, the more:., 
| Evans :- 


| 


{ 
| 


— 
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144 What pure love to God 55, 
Evangelicall our hearts are, tne purer 
are ourends, For we mult diltinguith 
berween Goſpel bznefics, which we 
have by Chriſt,and Gods Goſpel-love, 
the fountain of all thoſe benefits, Now 
| this Love of God ſhed abroad into'our 
| hearts, is manifeſtly ſeen by the Spirit. 
; 
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of God, and perceived by the ſame. 
v, | Andbytheſence of this love of Godto 
Wl! {|| you, the heart is carryed higher than by 
il || Che ſenceand apprehenſisn of meer be- 
nefics ; becanſe the Fountain 1s higher? 
for benefit is the fruity and this Love of 
God is the Fountain. So ſaith the A- 
poſtle, Gall, 2, 20, Who LOVED 
MEE, and gave himſelf for me, And 
ſo Recel.,1. 5, He hath LOVED 
US, an! waſhed us from our ſins w his 
own blood, That Chiilt gave himſelf 
| forus, ani wafh'c us from our fins in 
| his own blod), are great benefits ; bur 
| this love is above them, this 1s the 
\f | Forn'1in: cherefore ſaith he, Pho loved... 
I] me; who loved us, &C. 
F''! | And the feeling of this love, con- 
lf Rains the heart with _——— . 
& 2 Cor, 
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What purel,veto Godu, 145\ © 
2 Cor, 5.14. The Love of Chrift con- \ | 
| ffraivs 4, And the knowledge of this \| 
Love te you, fills you with all the ful- 
neſs of God, Epheſ. 3.18, 19.7 hat ye may 
'| k-ow the LOVE OF GOD, . which 
| paſſeth knowledge > that ye may be filled 
* with all the fulneſs of God, So that the 
; kexrr that is warm'd with the feeling 
; of this Love, even Love it (elf ; ſuch an 
hea: as this, will feek the Face of God, 
| and not onely his reward: and will. 
ſeek the enjoymen: of his countenance, 
- avd communion With htm ; and not 
onely benefics from him, And as eAs- 
 ſalomihat was called from baniſhmentc, 
2 Sar. 14, 32, and had peace enoughs 
yet ſaith he, 1 mnſt ſee the Kings face 3 
elſe all will do me no good, What he 
ſpake in pretence, 1s true 1n every 
Ch ifttin; ſo chu he that 1s carried by 
: the Love of Gad, to cefire God : the 
| fighr of C's countenance 1s reward 
| enough, Thou haſt made me exceeding 
+ glad with thy conn:enauce. Plal,21.6. 
' Now hy thi: deſciiption; what (hill 
\'we think by thoſe mercenaries, thac 


' wals . 


# 
es "_ 


1 
b 


Kao” <- AV WV 8 
' FEE,” Yap.” 
. <2 — a= _ | = - 
_— 


T . & FWhatpure love to Goa 7s, 


walk from time to time in duiy , and 
are always gravelling .in benefits, and 
ſerving themſelves ? | They are: eaſily 
lefr behind, 

To recapiulate all-chuz, an Eyange-- 
licall-heart made pure in love to God, 
that banitherh by-ends.. And that: is 
pure love, that 1s carryed to God , and 


nat to benefits : And that is pure love,. 


that 1s quickned more by the loving 
ccuntenance of God, than benefits ;and 


God 1s his partion, and excceding , 


o7eat rewald, 


of-no great weight. 


-Axſw, I ſay to him, Let as many as : 


are.perfect, be thas minded; and if 
any-man be otherwiſe minded , God 


fhill reveal even this unto bi, Phil. 3. - 
I5,. There are a world of mercenaries * 


inche World, that profefs Religion, 


and are drawn on by benefits: ſecking - 


God for his benefits, And ſuch of you, 


whoſoever you are, that are (0; in me '- 


of affliion , or cafting up your ac= 


ccunts.: - How can ye. antws; his - 
charge, 
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Object, If any fay, thele are matters 


The Spirits Teflinn'ny, 8c, T47 
charge,(which you ſhall be ſure to hear 
of, though it be many years afcer , you 
] ſhall kear of it,) Doth Job fear God 
|| for naught ? Jeb 1,9, So toyou, did 
| you ſerve God for naught: ? that 15,have 
you. been ſincere, and done that ye did 
for God? did you atall faft ro me, 
', eveniome? thats it, For God will find 
a time tolook over all his gueſts , that 
come £0 the Goſpel-ſupper :- And if 
you come to fill your bellies, and have 
not en a Wedding Garment :- that 1s, 
come toſarve your ſelves, and not to 
honour the Bridegroom ; then Friend, 
how came J:# hither? Matth. 22.12,13, 
No entertainmunt ; but take him, bind 


'. himband and foot, and caſt him into outer 


darkyeſs:: there ſhall be weepmg , aud 
L£nsſhing of teath, Ye ſee the davger of 
hypocr1lie of ends, ſelfiſhneſs of ends: 
And the remedy, frwe love to God, 
Thar 15-the principal, 

Seconcly., By-ends are cured it a 
Chriſtian, by the comfortavle reftimo- 
ny waich the Spirit of God gives, to 


s par:icularly fincere intentions, at ary 


Lic . 
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148 The Spivits Teſtimony 


_ tr:5e, or aCtion, or ſeeking, or prayer : 


by ie corfortable Teftimony which 
[a Spirit of God gives of (incericy, 
There 1s 1n the ſpirits of ſuch, as 
w3il under the Gnvernment of the Sp'- 
ric of God , a ſweet ſolace of heart, 
flowing into the Soul; from thz Soi- 
ric: teftifying, unto ations, or duties, 
r-132-ein they have aimed at God. And 
te1s iweer ſol:ce, 13 nothing hur Go.'s 
ſerling his acceptance of rhe aftio 15 ye 


hve done * and this is athing, lik: the- 


n:;:2in.he white lone; kvown to ncwe 
b.:che ch:chathir, Revel,2,17- . 

On the contrary , when the heart 1s 
not rivhe In the intention, though the 
action be vever ſo right, and glorious : 
yer [:cthe man examine his ſpirit, and 
he ſhall find 1he Lore doth not come 
down by fire on ſuch ſervices, I K! ng, 
18.24. and ſo he doth not teftifie of 11; 
It is a dead Cury, for want of teſtifica- 
tion; and fo taere is no comfort 1n 
Ic, 

Now ſuch as obſerve this inthem- 
ſelves; and find what a ſweet taſt, a fir- 
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t ſincere intentions avd alions, 149 


cere performance leives it behind: Ard 
on the o: her fee, what a notalt of Gd, 
but a link, finiflerity of encs leaves be- 
hind ic : Conſide:ing i his, it 181hereby 
hea'ed , and by-ends c.ft out and cu- 
red. 

Objeft, If any ſtall ſay, That God 
rewards ſuch 2G1ons of ren z AS ale 
right in kind: though ihey +hat Co them 
have not (ncere 11:'cnons ; 28 thu, 
he rewarded Jon with a Crowne our 
Generations,.- 

Arſw, 1 anſwer, It 1s tie, Cod 
doth do ſo, foi Ged will be a debcor 16 
no Man : ſuch action« he doth rew-rd, 
1n point of honour, of his own honcur: 
But this 1s inward teftiniony,and ſweer 
reliſh in the Soul, and wureſs of :he 
Sn: it, for their finceti:y. (ouch but 
oivirg a Cup of cold warer:) this is 
proper onely to the ſincere, Which ig 
nothing elſe,out an Ergo that Ged gives 
ro:heheart; and from this teftimony 
left in the keart, may ſweetly confirm 
a Chriſtian, rhat he 1s Gods, and God ig 
his, No aCtion that 1s materially righe 
in. 


12 all the Parciculars of ir, meerly by 
the colour, bearerh ſuch a Conftrufti- 
On ; that I am God;,and Gol is mine: But 
the meaneft aRion for God, done with 
this ſweet Taſt inthe Tail of it, bears 
ſuch an Influence: So thac a Chriſtian 
may alwayes walk comfortably with 
God, And if ic be but a bare ation, 
though never ſog90d, the Inference 
Will not be maintained. 

3. Forthe curing of theſe by-ends; 
let every Chriſtian labour to bring all 
his attons, to right motives, and right 
ends. This is the beginning,and the ending, 
the Alpha and Omega, of every att1on, 
whatſoever it be : For it 1s not the #9942 
terials of the rightneſs of an attion that 
will do,bur the cauſe muſt be right, 

For this 15 a certain Rule , 

If the- Motive be naught, the Fnd 
ruſt be as 519 : 1f they preach Chriſt ont 
ef £qv),ſiich the ApoRRle, Phil. 1, 1t z5 to 
add aſfiitinm to my Bonds, TheWeights, 
or the Plummer of the Clock , 1f ir v2 
not. Cuz an4 true, the Diall and Finger 


LL 


cannor point r1ghr, And thezetore *: 


Apoals. 


i50 The Spirits Teftimmy 1 


to Sincere Aflions, I51 


Non reduceth Servants that were 
q Cbriftians, Slaves to Heathes Maſters : 
1 Helabours, to make them reduce all to 
| 1s. ends; Ont of (ingleneſs of bart, 4s 
| woo Chrif ; ard pleaſing God, (aith he; 
| Col. 3. 22, So he reduceth his own 
7 Preaching of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9, 17. 
{4 | Jf 1 as hy thizs g willingly thes ſo: If 6- 
'2 therwiſe, then ſo: and ſom all, 
; Always forecaſt, what (hall be God's 
| ſhare, inſuch C\ ayforts, and Graces,and 
t Duties ; as Facob did,when he indented 
; with God, Gen.28.20,21,22, Jf you do 
F ſacb and ſuch Dees, let all Jour Dates 
be drawmnonut of Precepts, 1am the Lord 
* thy God which command thee this, And if 
| rheig things be not ſet right, yeu ſhall 
never be able to heal 1 our ſelves of Hy- 
© pocrifieof Exds: So much for this 
] Point of Exd's, 


The Second Branch of S/f-love, is, 
Sclf-love 1n teſpect of the means 


g uſed , for the Attainment of our 
Fl Ends, 
y Self-lare, may be either in the End , 


T52 T he wofolding Self-lwe. 
or the Means uſed for the Attainment 
ef our Ends, And here 1 (hall be brief, 
becauſe the Means and End do (o bor- 
dec one upon ano. her; that what hach 
bzen (21d of the one, may fall 1nco the 
0ther': Sothac the Heart chat 1s not 
right in tne main end it ſecks, cannot 
be right in the mens ituſerh, 

I do not ſay, but ſome means in them- 
ſelves, may be matectally goog,; as they 
thac preached for Contention, it may be 
thy przacked well , they preached 
Chrift,ſaith che Apofile, Phil,1.1316. 
But che End not being right,'narred all. 
The carriage of the Heart, that 1s noc 
right 1n the End, cannot be right 1n che 
Mzans : Bur if it go amiſs 1n the End, 
ic willgo amiſs in the Means ; as the 
Apoſtle cells us; Fam, 4. 3, It we ask, 
that we might conſume it upon our 
Luſts, that asking cannot bur be amiſs; 
though ic be zealous Prayer, and vio- 
lenc & ferventc ſeeking of the ching: If 
it be co conſume upon our Lults, 'then 
(faith he)ye ack, amnſs:the Means amiſs, 
if che End be once amiſs, 

Whence 


m— 


ER 


Self-love,un reſp&t of means uſed, 153 


Wherce we May gather this Note, 
Thar the Intention any van bath, to 
ſpend any thing hegers of God, whe- 
ther Knowleds,or £ 2006 Pirts, or Ofh- 
ces,or A uchority,or Ricks ; the Inten- 
| tion man hath co ſpend chemi, to ſerve 
] his own turn by chem, it isrhar which 
2 doth mi--bya(s his Heart,1n all his ſcek- 
ings, and ufing of ihe means ; be they 
nzve: ſo good means in themſelve-,and 
never ſo lawful and: 12hteous, 

Go. cannever hav: his pl'ce1n the 
| Me2nSuicd, 1f he be thut our of his 
7 place in the End weaimar : And 
” therefore this Point, of Ends and 
 Meons.do bo:de” oe upon anorher, 
= LT isruc, The Heart of Man, chat 
= lyeth cloſe, 11 reſpect cf irs End and 
Intention, coth wany times b-wray it 
& C-1If, in reſpect of the means it uſeth:So 
# that the Hea't.1: niore diſcovered ma- 
g ny ines by 'þ. vers ituleth, thin by 
; fheend ic aimes ar. A man way partly 
4 guz2ſs, who! 3noH0er atme: at. When he 
'7 {ces hic: level his Arrow ; fo when a 
nan ſees what Means ano;her uſerh, he 
may gueſs at bis End. How 
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154 Self- love,ia reſpeF of means uſed, 

How did Peter diſcover the Rot- 
tenneſs of S1mon Magus ? AS, Why, 
he ſaw his End,for there it lay, He was 
Baptized » and cleaved to them thar 
preached Chriſt, came in, and profeſ- 
ſed, and b:lieved, bur the Reotcenne(s 
of his Heart lay in hisEnd : Bur this 
lay nd; how did Perer perceive ic? 
Why, by the means he atcemprs, that 
was ©Money to give for the Holy Gh ft : 
Then he ſaw it, I do barinſtance in 
this caſe, and 1n this place, for this pur- 
poſe; toſhew you, that many a rTottey 
h. art,is well a> Simzn's, 1s difſcover'd, 
by the means irnicech , to accompliſh 
the -nd it texk:, for thar lies hid, 

I w.1l'not here enter 1nco a cuctous 
diltin&tion of Means and End, asI 
£K12hc do. | 

I, I might (hew you,how men many 
tines ule unlawful means, to unlawfull 
ends: As Hered,ſeeking to kill Chriſt, 
ſlzw the Children : Andas David, to 
cov? his Sin of Adultery, contrives 
Uriyeh's Dzath, 

2, Men ſomeumes uſe uplawful 

Meals 5 


Divers fe ort's of Meanuand Exls. I95 


means,to lawful ends: As Tacsb told a 
Liezand uſed Couzenage, to get a Prg- 


-wiſed Blefſing,Gen,47.19, David would 


no: take this courie,to ob:ain a Promi- 
{el Kingdom, as 1ure 38 Tacob had the 
Bleſſing "promiſed | nM, 1 Saw; 24.12 
I3. and 26.10, 11, He would nor lay 
his hands upon Saul; no, God ih I 
remove him,bur he will not touch him; 
this is evil: For ihe lawfulnels of the 
end ye am at,will not juſtifie rhe uſing 
of unlawful means 3 no more than a 
man's ſeeking his ffoln goods, will juftt- 
fie his ſecking oa itch; as Sanl d; a 
in his Hraights. 

* There 2 may be Lariſza means uſed 
to aulawfal eds: As askivg Gifts, Gra- 
ces, Bentfits, or any thing, to conſume 


= them wpon our Luſts, 7 a», 4. 3« Preach- 
= ing Chriſt, ro add effliction to Pax!'s 
© Bonds, Pl. 1.16, Here was lawful 
£/ Means uſed, bur the end was natiche, 


4. A-man may uſe /awf1:) means, ts 


F _ cn__ lanfu) ents; and: all his life- 


| timego on in this Way » and yer bea 
54 ſecher : As he that readeth and lu- 
H Gieth 


156 Divers ſorts of Means and Ends, ! | 


dieth the Scripture for kyowledge- ſake, 
and comes to hear the Word for kyow- 
ledge ſake ; bo.h means and erds are laws- 
ful: or he that prayeth for neceſſary 
things , both the mers and things he 
ſeeks are lawful; and yer he maybe a 
Self-ſecker. * 

If I ſhould enter into the. common 
place of wears and eud, I right read 
you a lopg LeEture of Philoſo;hie, and 
yet not altogether vain neither, 

For Reaſon will tell you, there may 
be divers lawful ends, of. one and the 
ſame af19, Ard they ace either) 

1. Co-ordinate one to anoth-<r : As 
in Marrying) there are divers co-ordi- 
nate ends; the Downfall of Luft, the 
Procreation of C tuldres, &c, 

Or ſecondly,There 1s divers [utord:- 
nate ends ; as Ploughing to have Bread, 
&c. 1 might name divers ſubordinate 
ends, in divers things ; yer all lawful, 
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Divers ſorts of Means and Ends, 157 ® 


Z but one; and that belongs not to this 
7 orthac in particular, bur to the kind 
7 or general. Thus they tell you, and 
* they tell you true , that the-hrgheſt exd 
7 menaim at,can be bur ore, 
/ But when they come to tell you, 
}. what that ſupream end 1s, there they a- 
2 gree not among themſelves: For though 
* they cell you, Blefſeducſs or Happineſs 1s 
: the higheſt end men ſeek; yer when 
; they ſhould ſhew you, wherein it con» 
fiſts : Then ( as the Apoſtle ſaith, Rem. 
1.) The y b:eqme vVainin their [maginatt- 
: 6s; ſpeaking of Philoſophers, Profeſſing 
= th:mſclves tobe wiſe, (faith ſhe) they be- 
> come Fodls,ver. 22, Yet herein they hic 
| right, that the higheſt end can be bur one. 
' For we cannot jun ina Circle, ad mfi- 
. atumy{omewhere we uſt ſtand. 


Now we ſay, this ſupream end 15 God, 
= and che Fruition of God; or having 
x Neatneſs,or Fellowſhip with God. 

{ Again, They tell you, that this S#- 
pream Ed, rr ult have influence into «1! 
* the /ofecriour Ends,to give Meaſure,and 
EE H 2 Pros 
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Proportion,:nd amiableneſs co them, 
And this 1s crue, that the hs gheff eud , 
at which we aim, ſhould pred 1fco all 
tae lower Rark, to give Meaſure, and 
Proportion, and Amiablenels to them, 
So God,and our Fzllowthip with God, 
is that which ſhould hive influence in- 
to all our lower ends,r Cor. 10,32, The 
Apoltle brings down the Glory of God 
as low as Eating and Drinking ; things 
that are many Limes remote from Ged, 
Now co turn tothat I was at, or aim 
at : If a man ſeek lawful things,by law- 
ful means : If this higheſt End, God 
and Chriſt, be (hut our tfrom our Ends : 
ſo thac we draw not our Actions ” 
Tl God or Chrilt,or bring not down Ged 
" BUS tothem, then we are Self- ſe hers ; be- 
| cauſe we teſt in under-ends\ in profits, 
| or pleaſures,in applauſe, 1n honours, of 
iF o\frs &C, becauſe; not « irawing GOD 
if down into them); this is ttc which at 
il makes every man Self ſceker if he rett 1 
ſhort of God. j 
ll And this is the great miſery of men, # 
g/ | | Char lookno further than that which * 
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God ſhould be er hicheff End, 159 


they ſeek, or do ; bur they do not bring 
God into theim,co {weeten zll ro them : 
eſpecially Chriſtians, that are ſcorned, 
for thei Preaching, and Praying, and 
' 3 Aferblirg, and Walking, and Sepa- 
? rarivy &c, Whoſe Comfort, in all Ob- 
- 4 loquy; ivay be that of Dawid. when he 
; | garces before the Ark; [41d 2 forGod, 
« A ſa:ch he, 2 Sam: 6 21, Ihis, I ſay, 
7 woutd fſweeten all .he Obloquy and 
* _ Scorn's if a man can truly lay, / did 1; 
* _ for Gol. 

J The ſum of what T have to ſay,in this 
; Pom, will be thus abridged, | 
wY Firf, That a mn may uſe lawful” 
q means lawfull exds, and yet be a SUJf- 
© ſeeker ; both the means and ed, may be 
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; ficco beufed and aimed at : Both the 
S, - 

things a man ſeeks, and the contſe he 
Ir | 
7 takes to get ihem, may be lawful, For 


h ; who knoweth not, that a man may do 
-2 that which is right, yer not with a per= 
He Heart? As it is ſaid of Amaziah, 
32 Chron, 25, 3. Godisnor in ſuch a 
as *man's Thoughts, ſave a God to make 
- _nſe of;to attain that whichhe ſeeks:Bur '* 
FE: H 3. God, - 
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God,as the End to which ye refer, anJ © 
unto whom ye do reſolve your Aimeg | 
and Intentions, is not there, Therefore, 
a.man muſt look further than the meer 
lawfulneſs of the thing : A man mutt 
labour ce ſet up God's Intereſt, inthe 
thinz he ſeeks,or elſe ir is nothing, 

Therefore, a S:cker of God , and-a 
Self-ſecker, ars diſtinguiſh'd , not by 
Durcies,. (for both will hear, and both 
Will a:2r as ofren;and both will Preach, 
and both will P:each as ofcen; and bath * 
will pray.and both will pray as often,) '_ 
bu: by-ezds which chey aim at; by-exds, * 
and nor by-datres,. 

Now it is had to diſcern this Di- 
Rinction, becauſe Ends lye cloſe; 
though -che Muter ot the Duty may be 
equi!, and che manner coo : Bur that | 
waich d:ſtinguiſhe: a Szeker of ,0d,and 
a Seeker of Self, is :h2 E2d ; which þ2- ; 
cauſe it lyes cloſe, muſt bs examin'd 
cloſely. | | 
Secondly, A man may ſeek-the moſt | 
unworthy and baſe end, by the molt ? 
Religious Means, and Courſes: By + 
| Preach- 7 
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ſonght by-Religious Means, 161 k. 
Preachino, by Prayer, by Faſting; 


Preach, Pray,Faſt,every thing,ſa 58.4- 


Ye faft for Strife and Debate,((aith God) 
aud to ſmite with the Fiſtof Fickedreſs. 
You fait for liberty to Sin, . and how! 
#f01: your Beds for Corn and Wixe,Hoſ.7. 
14. And Zach,7, Did you at all faſt to 
4, even tome ? This courſe a man may 
continue in a lorg time, to ſeek un: 
worthy Ends, by Re'1gtous Meanes : 
He may hold cur, ſo long as he may 
ſerve his Ends, by Religious Meanes : 
For ſo long as the Wind blows, ot the 
W ater flows,ſo long the Mill will go. 
So long as a man may ſerve his Ends, 
(by a Religious Courſe ) whether Pro-- 
fics,or Pleaſures, or Applauſe, ſo long 
he may and will maintain ir, Therefore 
a man had need look over his beſt Du- 
ties, left chis way he loſe them, 

Thirdly, It is clear, That he that 
ſeeks himſelf, as his End, never ſerved 
God in the uſe of the Means, Mark: 
this; for this will take away from thou - 
ſands, all the Service of God, which 
they think they have ſerved God with 
H 4 many 
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Obſervations concerning 


many a yzar: And fo ſhews many a 
man, thar he never ſerved God in all 
als life, T ſay, be that ſeeks himſelf, as 
bis End,never ſe: ved God 1n the uſe of- 
the Means : Though che Mean: he uſed 
be never fo ſeemingly holy, yer he ne- 
ver ſe vel God in any of rhem, when 
he ſeeks hirvſelf, Did you at all faſt to 
232, even to me ? thac 18, that you u1ghe 

have ne among you-to be you. God, 
This makes it plain, char many men 
that have c:ken great pains, and ſuffer- 
ed creat ſufferings, in way of Religion; 
never ferved God al their days. They 
may do Gods Commands, and ſerve 
his Providence, as Jehs did in taking 
away Baals Idolatry, 2 King. 10, 28, 
but hz ſerved not God in an acceptable 
way; he did in Gods ſe:vice ſeek 
himſelf. Therefore take heed of ſetting 
up of {elt-Ends, . of profit, or pleaſure, 
or honour;take heed of ſeiting up Self: 
For if you bz che end,God is not ſought 

in the means, 

Fourthly, A Self-ſecking heart will 
bemray it ſelf tu the choice, or uſe of the 
; SAT 1 
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means; I ſay, in the choice of the meancs 
or uſz of them : If a man would bur 
examine here, the heart of a Self-ſecker * 
weuld eafily be ſeen.either in the choice 
of means he ayms at, or the uſe of 
them, 

1, Is the chaice of means, For ſup= 
roſe a man pretends to glorifie God, 
yet it ſh Il be in the choice of ſuch 
means,as may ſet forward his own'gain; 


no other : whereby a min fil] adyan=- 


ceth himſelf, and gets up in the eyes of 
men, He looks what ke {h1ll have, or © 
enjoy ; not how he way walk, or obey, 
Therefore ſuch wen {cldom or neyer 
ſer zbout Self-examnnation, « Therefore 
ſuch men lock not art getting abaſe- 
ments, or down-caſling graces,to throw 
them down and humble them : Theſe 
Means he never chooſeth; nor ſuch: 
means of elorifying God,as Great men, 
or Friends oppoſe, that will bring re- 
proach, or perſecu'1on ; that he will 
not chooſe : Bur rather chooſe another 
means, whereby he may ſerve his own 
intereſt, and play his own game, 

| HS —_—Y 
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2. In th: uſc of means, he may be be- 
wrayed, For therein he that ſeeks him- 
ſelf, may ſeek the outward part and 
garniſh of a duty; bur he never ſecks 
the exerciſe of the grace3 of the Spiric 
of GoJ, ro pur forthand exerciſe the 
graces of the duty, He will garniſh a 
Prayer, or an Alms, for the formal and 


outward part of it ; but then he doh. 


not ſeek to pu: forth anJ exerciſe grace 
In them; that is, Faith in them,or Love 
186 them ; that is, ſuch graces.as whereby 
God may be honoured in them. 
Thus . many a man will hear the 
Word with attention, and lay it up n a 
cloſe memory, and draw. it out again in 
diſcourſe, and tepetition-3 this a Self- 
ſecker may 60: But then he will nor ſet 
his heart awork; or deſire to be ſet a- 


work; to digeſt it into a practical] . 
power, To get down his luſts, and to . 


get down his paſſions,&c, and to quiC= 


ken the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his heart, . 


that lyes dead there, 


Fifthly, He that is a Self-ſecker 1n . 


point of Means uſed, he alwates divides 


betyeer : 
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between Gods Cortcernment, and: his 
own; in ſuch things wherein they might 
be inwrapped, or involved; and lawful- 
ly too : yer a Self-ſecker divides them, 
and draws cur of Spiriual rhings only 
ſelf-concernments : I ſay, be draws out 
only Szlf-concernments. . This 1s the 
bane of all, and kills :11; And tis not 
oply the rottenneſs, but the ſubtilty of a 
S:If-ſeekipg hearr, to draw ouc his own 
Concernments from Gods : and to di- 
finguich his own Concernments from 
Gods, when they might be incorpora- 
ted together. - 

There is-no Spiritual ching ſo-neceſ- 


* = fſarytobe ſought, bur. a man that is a 


Self-ſeeker, doth -draw his Concern- 


ments from Gods, . 


As for Example : : | 
7,. Put-caſe a man do earneſtly ſeek 


17 fach oraces, as he hears of in the Word 


# 


3 of God, to his Salvation; or ſuch a 
: grace as he ſees in another Chriſtian : 
2 this man may ſeek 1; earneſt], 


Qunef?, . 


and our own, 16 i "IA 
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Qzeſt. How doth he draw our his 
own Concernments ? 

Aruſw, Why thus ; For this reaſon 
hg deſires ic,that ic may bz a hgnto him 
at Re 15 ina go0J eftice 3 And not as 
a Grace: to make him ſerviceable to 
God. And it 1s eaſie for a man to ſeek 
the Beneficial part of any grace. which 
concerns himſelf; to have a fign of a 
Zood eitare, Or to Make a B.idg of 1t, 
ro p:fiz him over into Heaven or Salva= 
0N, 

But Self: ſeekers do not ſees ſuck a 
grace, for the {ſerviceable part of it, _ | 
whereby their hearts may be inlarged 
to God; to walk more eavenly With 
God intheir pl:ces, and Families, and 
Congregations - where they are mem- 
be:s; and their hearts kept more tune- 
able to God, thar is not their End, And 
it is very. ſuſpitious for any man, oo ſeek 

. Srace as afign of a'good efttates and not 
for theſſervice of it'to God, To have ic 
that I. may be ſecure, and ſee my ſelf 
ſafe: and not thac I might lay it our for 
Ged, And in this caſe a Szlf-ſecker 
_ en, draws 
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draws out his own Coencernments from 
Gods; inthat wherein they mighr be 
involved. 

2, Pur caſe, A wan ſeek the rootrg - 
out of ſome cortup 10n, or paſſion, or 
luR, tht htunts him, and whereof he1s 
Convinced : Put caſe a man ſeek the 
ridcance of ſuch a Corruption, 

Oneſt, What doth a Self-ſeeker look 
at-now, 1n the uſe of Means ? 

Avſw, Teis thus: He ſeeks it for the - 
eaſe of his -unquiet Conſcience ; for 
Conſcience being convinced of it, fills - 
him with anguith and diftewper, as if - 
his caſe was not right. 

Now a man may defire and ſeek to + 
be rid of ſuch a corrup.1on, that fo a - 
man may recover eaſe from an unquiet 
Conſcience ; and this a Self-ſether ra- - 
ther ſeeks, than to be ſer free for God. 
So' then he ſeeks peace and eaſe, to be 
rid of corruption rather as it hinders his 
peace 3 than to beſer free tor God, and 
made fit for God, He confidererh nor - 
what ſervice God loſeth by it; but what 


he loferh by it; perhaps a great deal of - | 


Joyz.- 


7 168 Self draws ont his own 
Tay, many an hours ſl:ep, much eaſe 
Quiet : Thus he draws cut.his own Con- 
cernment from Gods, 

3. Putcaſe a man ſeek Jeſus Chriſt; 

What can he ſeek that 1s better,or more 
neceſſary ? Yet he may hzre draw out 
his own Concernments from Gods, 

How is MT? 

Why he ſeeks rather to have Cariſt, 
thin to be his; nay, he will not be 
Chriſts, to lay himſelf under his feet , 
Father, Mother, Wife, Children, Land, 
Houſes, Liberty, Life and all. Bur he | 
would have him, rather for his Benefits 
to come to him, than that his Kingdom 
ſhould be ſer up in him. . And what di- 
viding of Concernments is here ? That: 
the Benefits of Chriſt might be mine, 
that ſeek I : Bur not che. government of 
Chriſt within me, and without me ; 16. 
|! heartandlife.. | 

Wi 4.. Pur the caſe a man perform good. | 

Duties, a great number : How. doth he *} 

now divide his ownConcernments frqm. 

Gods? - 

_ Thus: He ſecks the garniſh of gg 

anc. . 
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ard ſ2tting them forth, rather than the 
aQinz of grace in them : For. God is . 
not ſo much honoured by phraſes and 
words, as he 1s by acting of Grace; - 
Faith, Love, Humility, Sincerity,&c. . 
And a Self-ſecker doth them for the gar- 
niſh. of them; and then he thinks be hath - 
 merited by them, or ceſerved of men 
by them : And he ſers his head awo:k 
in them, rather than his hearr, 

5. Putcaſe he ſecks the riddance of 
Afﬀii&ion, as Parl's thorn, 2 Cor, 12, 
itis lawful, But how doth a Self-ſccker 
divide his ewa Concernments from 
Gods herein ? 

He ſeeks.the removall of the affliti- - 
on, rather than the uſe of i:;3 and he 
can part with it .Willingly without 1ts - 
errand, Thus men uſually pluck off - 
the Plaiſtet (becauſe it ſmarts,) rather 
than let it do its full work, and fall off 
| of its ſelf. So that men Took not at the: 
 fruic of AMiAtion, to purge them, -and 
try them : their Faith, their Parience,. 
theis Love of God:&c, But a Self-ſerker 

- Tz ſecks. 
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ſeeks the removal of it, that he may 


Self drawes ont his own 


have eaſe, 

6. Pur caſe a man ſeek inward com- 
fort and joy:Whar doth he ſeek ic for 2? 
How doth he divide is own Ceoncern- 
ments from Gods ?. | 

He rather ſeeks the ſweet of them, 
than che quickening of the heart, and 
oyling of the Wheels for Gsd: I ſay, 
he that ſeeks himſelf, ſeeks thern, for 
the (weer, Oh ic 1s a ſweet thing to 


have comforts, and refreſhings in ſpi- 


rit! He loves to be ſecking the iweer of 
comforts, likea Waſp in a Honey-pot ; 
bur not like the induſtrious Bee,to bring 
Ic tothe Hive ; to the uſe and ſervice of 
God, | 

So that ineyery thing, @ Self ſeeker 
divides his Concernments from Gods : 
and ſo 1n every thing you do, or ſeek, if 


you will bur examine, Becauſe ( per- 
haps) you can ſeek grace, or the rid- | 


dance of corruption, or Chrilt, or per« 


form god cu:ies or iegk the removall 


of affliction, os (eek comforts and Jy ; 
then- 


| 
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then you think all is well : Bur mark 
your hearts, Whether you do not draw 
our your own Concernments from 
Cods; for 1f you do, you leave your 
duties like a company of d:y leaves in 
a Still, worth noching, Thu: 1t1 when 
men ſeek- themſelves, And theugh a 
regenerate man canno: be a totall Self- 
ſeeker ; yerina great meaſure: (in theſe 
reſpe&-) he may divice h1s own Con- 
cernments from Gods, and io be a Self-- 


| ſeeker. 


The Third Branch of Self- Lowe, 


3, Ic is Self love in reſpe&t of Parts, 
or Vettues, or Gifts, or Graces : and 
this I call Self-pride, or ſelf-pleaſing, 
And for a man that pleaſeth himſelf in 
nimſelf, h (hall norfind a more proper 
matk toro know it by, than by the ſpi- 
ritof envy that 18in him3 for one evill 
may try another: And this ſpiric of 
envy 1s a diſcovery of ſelf-pleafing, 
Envy will ſhevv it ſelf, when a man 18 
Ccarryed with envy cowards another; L.. 
OLNgT 


172 Self-love i reſpeft of 
ether men of more excellent parts, and 
graces than his own : Or when a man 
delights to undervalue othe: men, in 
compariſon of himſ(c1f.; I-ſay,delights 
to undervalue them, or can rejoyce in 
theic infirmicies , in way of (elf-exalt- 
ing :; not that the infirmity plealeth 
him, bur becauſe it makes for his ex2lt- 
. Ing: Nowtherets ſelt-ple:fing.. 
Now all parts, gifcs, 2races, excel- 
Jenctes, whatſoever they-be ; nay faith 
and che knowledge of God: I will cell 
you, you ſhonld noc meaſure them by 
therr habic, or bulk ; bur by cheir fruit 
to God, Noc by che bulk of parts, how 
muck ye know, and how.clerly ; bur 
mea'uee them by fruic to Got. And he 
that doth fo, (hall peradverr ure fi9d, 
many a lefler Tree, better hung, with 
 E:uic, than his.own that are grea er : 
And ſuch a man that doth mwe.ſure 
parts and graces, by their Fruic to God: 
ſhall always have cauſe. to go out of 
himſelf, an4 out of them too. And be 
(ball always ſee little of Ch:1tt ;. and 
chat is th2 man th: hath always moſt of 
Chia. | And 


Anq by how much a man hath more 
of Chriſt, by ſo much he hath leſſe of 
ſelf-pleaſing, and ſelf-love; for Chriſt 
will draw down the price of a mans ver- 
tues, and graces, and parts :. And till 
he finds that Chrift comes to live 1n 
them ; and finds whart it is to live up- 
on Chrilt, and Chriſt to live in him 3. a 
man ſhall never ſee the, Eclipſe of his 
parts and graces, but he will be a ſelf- 
applauder, But this living of Chrift in 
a. Mans parts, Bifts , graces, duties 
ver:ues, endowments; will take hin 
off from ſerting up himſelf, and plea- 
fing himſelf in chem, So Gal. 2, 20, [ 
live (faith Pawl) yet wot 1, but ChriSt 
liveth in me © when he ſees Chiilt liv. s 
io him, then he is noching in (CI. 

Fourthly and laſtly, Selt-love 1n 
reſpe& of cur fins and corrupti- 
ons. 

1, InreſpeR of our beivg free from 
ſome corcuptions , that we lee to bein 
other men, becauſe we are not ſo and 
ſo bad: And this is ſelf-boalting , or 
ſelf-conceit , or ſelf-Alattery ; highly 
honour.. 
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parts, vertue, &c, i793 ® 
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honoring or eſteeming of our ſelves, in 
our own eyes. W2 are not fo bad' as 
others, they may be charged with many 
corruptions, that we are freef:om: Like 
the Pharifee, Zo»k.18, 11, I thach 
thee O Lord that 1 am not as ther men, 

no Exco:tioner,no Auulrerec,no Thief, 

&s, This 18 a falſe meaſure, ro meaſn:e 

our ſelves by our ſelves, or by other 

men: As Paxl ſaith, 2 Cor. 11.12.Not 
confidering whether it be Chrit chat 
hath empryed us of fin or no, A man 
may be free from many. fins, in regard 
of temper» a very Heathen may: And a 

boaſting Phariſee may be more filthy 
within, full of rorrenneſs, Idatth, 23. 

than a Publican may bz withour, 

2, In regard of our fins which we 
are Willing to cover, or hide and ex- 
cue , Or not abide repreof for : and 
this is Self- Jadulgence, When a man 
treads ſoftly upon the Foor where the. 
Sore is, Or is ſelf-indulgent to his cot- 
rupcions, favourable to his errors: And 
this is the ſign of it ; when the ſame 
thing that isa bzam in anothzr man, 18 
a mote 
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a Mote 1 you : and when a mancanbe 
very rigid to butn T amar for a Whore, 


Y cill he ſee the Baffe, ana braceler.. and 


Sionet, and then he is cool, Ger, 38.24. 
A godly man 1s moſt ſevere againtt 
himſelf , moſt ſharp and rigid againſt 
himſelf, more chan again(t others; and 


| when he ſees ſin ino hers, he preſently 
| ſuſpects b1s own he-rc, And cruly, If 
| the heart .of man will nor abi./e ſearch- 
| 1g 3 ſearching the place where the 


thorns: your particular pafſons , or 
luſts, or your miſca-riage towards your 


Wives or in your Trades, ec. If you 


; cannot avide your particular corruptt= 
{ 6ns;to'be ſearched, and lanceg : Bur 


8 when Laban comes to ſearch, then you 
| Will fir down upon your Idolls ; your 
| fins,and corruptions; and you wilt be 
| hiving and keeping off the blow of the 
| word ;then thefe 15 lelf-lovezin regard 


_ of your fins, 


And here I mi#ht tax anorher ſort, 
that the berter Chriſtians they are , the 
lefle chey value their infirmicies, The 


| More abundant they are in duty,prayers 


faſt- 
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Faſting, Reading, Hearing, &c. The 
more abundant in-Duty, the leſs Reck- | 
oning they make of their-Infirmities ; | 
whe.her Prideor Luft, or Paſſion, &c, 
This 18a greac Faulr, What ? As if your 
Graces and Duties drown'd your /fir- 
mittes and Corruptions; as if your other 
Walkings made amends for you, Irtell 
you, this takes off from Chriſt, who 
ſhould be kept cloſe to you, and freſh 
to.you,by your Corruptions, Theſe Cor- 
raptons that thould be Eclipled by 
Chriſt.are made Venial (as it were)by 
leflening them, This man loſeth abun- 
dance of Fruit by his Corruptiens; for 
they might keep him hugmble;. nd drive 
hin) out ro Chri(t, ro draw. infrom hiin, 
not onely R:ghteexſneſs to cover them, 

buc healing. ſtre-gih tor bealing, 
And now I come :0 the hraling of 
this SE L F,the curing of this Self, By 
Self, T wean this Body that hath ſo ma- 
ny Braxch.s, Of this Self-ſufficiency, 
Self-confidence, Self- ſecurity, Self-afting 
of our Graces, Self-purpoſes and Reſo- 
lutions, Silf- cuſtody and keeping, _ 
[4 = 


lwvein reſpeR of Aims and Ends, Secif- 
txve, in reſpeR of the Means, Self love 
in reſpe& of cur fins, and Self-lote in 
reſpe& of our Vertues,Gr2ces,Endow- 
ments,and the like, Now-I core to the 
healin2 of it,and it 18 a hard Cure, 

In the purſuic of which Point, I ſhall 


= nct particularly goto wotk,fo as to ap- 


ply the Medicine co every Branch ; but 
rather ſhew you, how1t is he:led inthe 
Root, or Sear of the D ſeaſe. 

For ſo in Boeily Diſeaſes, ( as the 
T aundice ) a Phyfirian doth not apply 
to every patt that is Yellow ;burto the 
Gall,or Liver, wherethe-Root is, the 
Seat of the Diſeaſe lies :'So itwould be 
a vain thing toltand-to (hew yeu, how 
ic is healed in every Branch : Bur to 
{bew you,how it is healed in the Root » 
and ſs conſequently in the Branches, 


A principal Ingredient into the 
kealing of Self, 
There are Graces, or rather Diſpo- 


fitions of Grace, which are properly 
ON- 


Self-love i reſpell of cur fins, 177 "n_ 
Self-«ſcribing, And of Self-love ; Self- 
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oppoſed to Self, or all che Branches of 
Self in Us, And they are, 

POVERTY of Spictt , and 
SELF-DENIAL:; couple them to- 
gerher , and they are thoſe Graces , 
wich are properly oppoſed to Self in 
Us. Theſe wo, in common phraſe, we 
apprehend bur one : Bur in propriety 
of Speech, . 

POVERTY of SPIRIT, 
13 oppoſed to Self-ſufficzency; whether 
ſufficiency of Power, in our ſelves, to 
get, or walk in Grace : Or ſufficiency 
of worth,to procure er MeritGrace, For 
he ig poor 1n himſelf, that voluncacily 
calts off his own power, in reſpe& of 
doing : and forgoes his own Righceouſ- 
neſs, in reſpe& of meriting : So that he 
15 unable to get any Grace by his own 
power, and unworthy to receive any 
Grace for his own Works ; but ſtands 
in great need, to have power from ano- 
ther, to heal his weakneſs ; and Righ- 
reouſneſs, to heal his want of Wortht- 
neſs, The freeneſs of God, ſupplies the 


want of worthineſs in us; and GO - 
| bat 
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T he healing of Self. -. 1w7y © 
bath in himſelf a greater Motive, why 
he ſhould be o00d ro you, (tis own 
Freen:ſs ) chan any Motive that can be 
in you, 

Bur now $+/f-denral , (eſpecially in 
the Diale& of Chriſt) is more properly 
eppoled CO ſelf- love,anc 1 {elf- "eſoelh 


What Seif-D.marall is. _ | 
ES SELF-DENITA Liisproper- 
& ly char, whereby a manin ſeeking any 
thing of God, Goth nor ſeek himſelf: 
& conſeq: 1enily in denying himſelf,he 
reſerves not any thing from God ; not 
Health, not Liberty, 1 not Life, nor any 
thing ; but makes the kzeping and en- 
& joying of all cheſe ſerviceable to Jets 
Chriſt : And when he cannot be ſe:ved 
E inthe enjoying of them, thea he ſerves 
| Ch:itt by the denial of them, :n.! che 
® renouncing of them : So that both in 
- b{£ ſeeking, and keeping, and loſing of 
- \# them,a man Tay be a-S-{f-d ner, tht 
- |& ſeeks, or keeps, or loſeth any ching for 
# Chiift, Por ſoa Wife may ſerv: her 
 Huzband,as well in wearing her Ornz+ 
— I ments 


F. X80 MWhat Self-Denial i, 


mall, that is, 


ments for his Credic, as in ſpending | 
them for his Relief. 

And acte I night note a uſual De- 
fe, 1n handline the Point of Self- De- 


nonncing of 'the things themſelves , 
( ſuppoſe Health, Riches Liberty, Life, 


'&c. ) to be the Meaſure of our Self- 


Demal, 

Now all cimes do not call us to this, 
yet all Times and Duties call us to 
Self-Demall ; and ſo a man ſhould not 
know whether he were a Self- Demer , 
rill he ceme to the Point of aRuall re- 


nouncing the things themſelves. Now 7 
chis is rather the deniall of the things, + 


than of Self: Ang I tell you, a man 


may renounce the things, be ic eaſe, or 7 


liberty, or rich:s, or life, and yer not 


deny himſelf, 1 Cor, 13, 1, Though 1 p 
give my Body tobe burs'd, and bave 1! | 


Charity, 1 am nothing, He way parc 
with his Life, I ſay, and yet keep Self : 
For a mn may moſt of all ſeck hm- 


ſelf,in parting with things, oc in atuall |? 


renouncing of (hipgs, 


To make the aQuual [C- L 


q 


j 


that Sf-Deimmal ts, 
| And again, a man may deny Sf , 


Z though he never renounce che things: 


For here is the Rule, He that enjoyes 


anything, fecking ir, ufing it ſervice- 
Z ably co J:ſ\usChrift, he is a Sc{f-De- 
2 -#ter; There isit; Demalin theuſe of 
> theſerhings, as well as1n che ſeeking , 


and aRuzl renouncing of them : And 


: that which is the Reaſon of ſeeking, 


keeping, or lofing, is the Service of 
God, And there ts not any m:n that 
ſecks any thing for a ſerviceable uſe , 
but he can loſe-ic for Service ſake, And 
a man may be a Self-Dexer,in the uſing 
of a thing for Service,as well 1n the lo- 
ſing of it. | 
. So then, kethat looks to the Service 
of God, either in keeping or loſing; 
thar man may he in both a Self- denier. 
And thus, the Charafer,or Toxch-flone, 
of Sclf-Denal,is,the ſeeking of Health, 
Eaſe, Deliverance, Riches, Liberty, 
Life, &c. for Service to God, and as 
they are ſerviceable to him : And aQtu- 
ally co loſe : heſe chings, as their loſs 1s 


ſerviceable to God : this is Self-Des 
I 23 mal 
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132 Motrvesto ſeek. Poverty of Spirit, 


2:81, Thus Chrift put off his own Glory; 
and again, he did ſeek his own glory , 
and did pray for 1c : Still as it ſerved to 
bis Fathers glory ; ill as 1c was u'efull 
£0 be put off, or taken again, AS it Was 
uſcful to his Fathers oloty, Joh, 7s the 
beginning, 

Suffzr m2 now briefly, to move you 
to the ſeeking of the e two, Pyverty of 
Spirit, and Self-Demal : The one ll 
take you off from Self- ſufficrercy ; the 
other, from Srf-/2ve, and Self-ſecking.1 
ſay, ſuffer me to move you to the ſeck- 
10s of theſe two, ana that upon theſe 
Motives,and upon theſe (- rounds, « 

1, Theſe two, Poverty of Spirit,” and 
Self- Demal, are as 1t were, the Oyl, in 
which all the Colours are laid i; the 
Ground,in which God laye; and pints 
all his Graces, They are not ſo much 
one peculiar Grace, as the Varnilh of 
all your Graces : They are racrher 4 
Complexion,chan one prrticulr: grace; 
racher ſer a Complexion u- 01 all Gra- 
ces, and Duties, when they a-e laid in 
Ol, that gives them Laiiing and Bezu- 
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and Self-Demall. 18) 
t,when they are laid in Poverty of Spr- 
rit,and S.If- Demal, 

2. This gives Luſtre,Beauty, Truth, 
to your Faith;and to your Love of Geg, 
Faith and Love; thoſe. two main Root- 
Graces, ate both of them as 1; were laid 
in Poverty of Spirit, and Self- Demall, 
Theſe are the Woad, that makes the 
Ground of a laſting Colour, Theſe 
things , Make Grace in you durable , 
active-gforious,beauriful, and comfort- 
able, Theſz carry a man out of himſelf, 
and out of his ewn Worth and Ends, 

3. Theſe make a man ſuch a Recei- 
ver of Chriſt Jeſus,(asall Grace comes 
from God). as that ye glo:the him 
much by the very manner of receiving 
Chriſt,and Grace from him,when they 
are received in Poverty. of Spirit, and 
Self-Demal ; for then you will be ſute 
ro uſe them for God, whenthey are'{0 
received, Ina word, 
| 4. Theſe two m: ke us humble 1n'out 
j Receipts, and fincerein our retutning 
|| of Service and Duties co God : Andin 

| theſetwo, the Life of 'Religion cen- 
1 3 | liſts "T 
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fiſts; that a man may be humble;poor 
in Spirit, and deny Self. 

Therefore, as I fhew'd you before , 
out of 2 Tim. 3. 1, 2,3, the Apoſtle 
reciting a great Catalogue of Sinnes,ne- 
meth Self-love the firt; Men ſhall be 
lowers of their own ſelves, Covatons; Boa- 
fers,&c, SoI may ſay now, Our Sa- 
viour repeating. divers Bleſſings and 
Beatitudes, he begins with Poverty of 
Sprit, M't.5.3,4,5, &c, Bl-ſſed are the 


poor 19 ſpirit, Bleſſed are they that manre, 


Ble fied are the meek, KC. 

When our Saviout works a Cure, he 
calls for FaiiG : But when he makes a 
Diſciple,he calls for Self- Donal, Match, 
16.24 Would you be healed of diſea- 


ſe? then believe :- But, wauld you be a 


Diſciple of Chrift2chen deny Sdf. When 
you are receive} by Fauh, then follow 
C briff by Silfe « Demal. 

And here I might juſtly, by occafion 
of this Point, ſleight thoſe Weeds, that 
are known from He.bs; not by their 
ſhave, bur ſmell. T mean, thar Baftard- 
Profeſſion of Chriſt,(o rife in theſe days; 


thoſe | 
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thoſe Baftard:Graces of Fanh and: "M 


Love ; thoſe Baſtard: Duties and Works, 
which are noc known from Truth by 
their ſhape : But known by this, that 
they are begotten out of the Dang-hil 
of Pride,and Self ſecking, They ſavour 
not of Poverty of Spirit,and Self-Demal; 
they are not begotten by this that layes 
all Graces and Duties in Oyl ; and this 
that makes them laſting, Poverty of Sp1- 
1it, and Self-Demall, 


Metives to ſeek thi Congqueſf ef Self. 

Suffer me as briefly, ro move you to 
ſeck the Conqueſt of Self, as to ſeck Po- 
vert) of Spirit, and Self-Demall, The 
(. ovqueſt of Self,is the greateſt Victory ; 
To conquer a man's ſelf,in evet y Pray- 
er, in every Delire, in every ſorrow for 
Sin, inevery Duty, it isthe greateſt 
Conqueſt: to conquer yours ſelves in 
theſe things is the greateſt Conquet, 

For that whick almeſt,onely, makes 
all the Combate, whereby you are in- 
wardly exerciſed in Spirit, and all thoſe 
painful Conbats, whereby yout Spirits 
I:4. are 
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are diſtracted, and torn in pieces while 
you live here, 1s the fighting for Self, 
the ſercing up of this Self againſt God : 
The$: 1ittluſts for God , againſt the 
Flteh; end the Fleth luſts for Se!f, 
againſt the Spirit, Gal. 5. 17, 
Gad ana Si/f :. They, They I ſay: 
And heres the Queſtion Whether God 


er Sf fhall rrgs 7. This makes your - 


Faith a Fight, as the Scripture (pe: k2s, 
1 Tin. 6,12, Fight the good Ficht of 
Faith, And your Love & Labcu; 10 you» 
as 1 Theſ 1,4, I: is nothing bu! SELF 
that makes it fo : Fo: God ano Self 
R:nds which (h:ll.h:ve che fi: ſt voice 3 


all they Rand for, .&, which ſhall have 


the fi t place, Ani ttuly.. God hath 
wuch ado to win the Fielki of Self, and 
tc becon'e the ſole i ſhciznt of Cr: ace 
and Glory, and to b-corre the laſt End 
of our Aimes and Inten-1ons : Self 
Nancs g:irſt G d inboth; it would be 
{owe:h'ng in. dovig., it would hive 
ſome power or worthineſs, and It 
woul.| have ſorerhing inthe end. SS. /f= 
peac:, ſelf-eaſe, ſelf-credit, ſclf-reward,, 
&C, Thecetore 


TheCorgnft of Self, * $9 
Therefore, God hath much ado to win 
eround of Self, and many times Self 
carties 1t away from God ; many times 
in our Pceaching, and 1n your Prayers, 
and Hearing » and Diſceurſing, and 
Alms, &c, Iris ofcen,nay, 1s1t nor al- 
ways, that Self carryes itaway from 
God? For as- it 1s: verween two that 
wreitle, he that 13 uneer, 1s counted to 
have the Fall : So it is in this Combat, 
between Sf and Ged, when in your 
Defires,or Sorrows,or Duties, when God © 
is the undermoſt in themychen he is put 
t04he Foil ; then Self ii(honours him, - 
Oh, how ſhould it grieve us, That: 
we (hould make (as we do) this Self of 
curs to be the (chief Generall of cuc 
Forces; and God but the Liewenanc 
under it? Let us labour to fhew onr 
ſelves on Gods fide, if ever we look 
for comfort, and the truth of grace, and 
to walk eaſily in grace : then thew your 
ſelves on Gods (ide, inevery prayer, 18 
every deſire, inevery duty, by throw- 
109 foot this 7 ezcbeF undex. his feer, 
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1228 Thi Miſchief Self avth, 
And there is Reaſon for it : | 
$,, From the miſchief, and hurt 
that this Self deth you. 
2, From the good ye fhall get by- 
the killins of it, 
1, From the miſchief and hurt 1c 
doth you 2 
1, And the firſt is, Tr corrupts your | 
Parts and Vertues, though in their kind 
they be never ſo eminent; all ate cor- | 
rupted by Self : If ye txmp Self upon ; 
14; them, then ye make chem curranc for 
44 || your ſelves, bur not for God; God is | 
14 ' excluded our of ther, And whereſo-- | 
ever men are not temperate, nor juſt, | 
| # | mort chaſte, for God : when they are | 
BI | not zealous, not couragious, not MetCi= 
IHY ful, not liberall for God : .when theſe - 
Vertues are ſtampt with Self, this ig-: 
che Canker of them aff.: 
2. This Self: weakens your beſt +hi-- 
T4 lities, when-1t gets into ther; Though 
ſy | ye haveable Parts and Graces (00, able - 
WY | - Knowledg; I, and other able Accom- 
pluhmencs ; Ic Makes you fall, hen ye - 
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miohe ſtand ; and yield, when ye might | 
withſtand, For, as I ſhewed you out of 
1/a. 40. 29. Eventhe y;uths (hall fant, 
aud the your. g-men fhall utterly fall, Our 
of which wo, ds, we may obſerve this 
Truch, That Self. ſuſſiciency i the very 
bave and break-ueck of the beſt Abilines. 
3. Icis the loſs of -Il your Dues, 
the loſs of all our preaching, as to our 
ſelves; the loſs of all -our profetlion, 


. the loſs of all our Alms and Works of 


Mercy. Hoſea to, 1, Iſrael is an empty 


\ Vine, he brings forth fruit to himſelf. 


. When we brirg forth f'uic re our ſelves, 


God calls us empty Vines : Empty, (as 
he) becauſe he brought forth fruit ts 
Self. Its the loſs of all your Cuties, it 
makes them fruit to a mans ſelf ; you 
make them ſo : but chey are loſs to God, 


- and ſoloſsro you, God owe: ſuch a 
-. man nothing; you have your reward-:. 
|, Ir loſethall your duties, 


4. Ic 1s the diſcomforc of all that ye 


} coul:', or might make comfortable to 
7 your ſelves, Somerimes you have in- 
' ard feelings, and caſe ſome drams of 
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Joy, Which fl:h now and then inte 
your hearts : If you be all ſelf, thoſe 
Can be bur falſe fice and Illuſions ; —_ 
fall enlighcenings of Sachin, Go 


ver ſexled comforts at any t1me es Self 


ſetkers : The Spirit of God neve: ſeals 


comforts to a Self-ſetker, in a Self-ſeck-. 


7719-2107, If you have any comforts at 
ſuch a time, they are bur falſe fire, and 
lead into further ſeeking of Seif, and 
make you more ſelfiſh than before : Ic 


1s but a Plot of the Devil, by the light 
and refreſhins3- of any filth, that "he. 


Autheth into the mind : his main plot 18, 
co Make you nourith Self; and ro make 
you remain within your (elves.to e':eem 
and prize. your ſelves, 
comforts do kill S21f in a man, This you 


may ſee in the (tony-ground hearers, 


Self was nourithed by the flathzs of joy 
they had for a while: for they reſted 
here, and never attzined ſound roo-1n? 


And ſoin Herod, be hrard } 6hn Baptiſt 


gladly; bur Self recained his unlawfull 
Luſt Rill : which ſhewed this Joy was 
e.the Devil, And jo 1n others, 


Bur God and his. 
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| 5. Ir makes you unequall and un- 4 
| eavenin all your wayes, For a man that 
| isledbySel} with a great.aeal of zeal, 
thoſe wayes that ly in his bias, as the 
| bias of Self 1s ſer, chat way he will go 
3 || with a great deal of zeal : Bar this man 
[| willbe unequall ; Fo: when Exod might: 
be honoured another way, to which the. 
| || bias of Self ſtands not ſo much 5 there-. 
{ |] inhe is nothing. 
E-13 If then chis Self Corrupt your Parts, , 
t '/ Weaken yaur Abilities, Be the loſs of 
8. your Duties, The diſcomfort of all your. | 
> Comforts, And make . you- walk un- |} 
eavenly in all your wayes : . What rea- 
ſon 1s it then, but ye ſhould ſeek the. . 
killing of it,above all your ſeekings 2 
2, Ye may be moved hereto, by the. 
, || goodye ſhall ger by the killing of this. 


y Self : by the morctifying of this, (ſhall T. 
d Call itearthly member > No : Bur ra-, 
p ther the earchy Soul, that flowes into. | 
{t every earthly member, and.makes every.: 


member Earthly, This is the ſoul of the. 
body of {in that d wells in you, that haih'” 
[0 many members, Row,7324., 
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I. The good ye ſhall ger by the 
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conqueſt of rhis Self, is this ; Thac the 


abating of Sf in the root but one de- - 
oree, Would work 2 world of good in 
the whole man, in your: whole lives, 
and whole courſes : the abacing of Self- 
but ofie degree inthe root would do it, 
many degrees of. good in the whole - 


man, in all your. walkings and conver- 


ſation. If a man could make the ſpring 
to fall rur a foor, ir may be the fiream - 


might fall a yard : ſo a litr'e Self pluck- 
ed down, cauſeth a wonderful opera- 


tion, A lic-le Self-denial, cauſerh a won-- 


derful change in all the affeQtions; Ir 
chinges a mans ſorrow for fin; Ir chan- 


ge- his defires for God: It changes his - 
prayers; Ic changes his Preaching ; All - 


his wayes are changed: an Inch abaring 
here, is an Ell in your lives, . This yeu 


may ſee in Peter, when he was taken off - 


of his ow: Rtrengch and confidence, how 
ke Rtinds for-Chrift, and perſeveres al- 
wayes after, | 

2, God will nor be ſuch a ſtranger 


Aa 


you; you will ger this enemy » 
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his (thar lands in competicion with him 

| forthe firſftplace) out; God will noche 

| ſuchaficanger. Ic may be you hear, and - 

| go, and God keeps aloof off; he doth 

not ſupply you by ic, as you would have 

} him: Truly, when God hath ſomerhing. 

# in you,he will do-more for you ; If the 

room were his, he would furnith ic: 

'| Our Saviour gave the odd talent to him 

that had ten already. Math; 25. 28, 

Why, it was ſtrange 3 Maſter be hath. 

ten: I, all's one for that-; he hh tra- 

{ ded, and gotcen five more, give him- 

| thatalſo, When God hath ſomeching - 
1n you, then you (hill have more : For, 

| To him that hath, ſhall be grves, Hah; | 
Whar's that > Why him chat kath,as he 

' thar had the ten talents ; that 18, hah - 

| - the uſefulneſs of them for God ; he 


ſhall have more given. That which was 
raken from others, Was given to him 2 - 

' Ochers that negle& the uſe of theic 
| Sifts. and graces and parts for God,and 
ſcck themſelves, ſhall be ip: : and 
that which is taken from them, h-l1 be - 
£ven 0 you, and God millgive you: 

| : - 
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abundance. Ic is a wonder to ſee the 
Inprovement of ſuch Chriſtians, both 
in gifts and graces, that deny- tkem- 
ſelves,and make God their end, Ochers 
ace (tackr, and loſe ground; their odd 
talen: is raken away : Theſe 1ncreaſe; 
and come on, And why 2 When you 
put Gods ſtock forward , he will truſt 
you with more, 

3. When you have conquered your 
ſelves, you ſhall have ch2 purer joyes, 
and comforts, and ſolace, Why ? Be- 
cauſe every tuch duty wherein a man 
hath exalced God, every ſuch dury car- 
res a ſeal in its hand , toſeal you to bz 
Gods, and God to be .yours, So that 
by every ſuch ſervice, you (hall be able 
to clear your title, and (tate : by every. 
holy ation, and exerciſe of -Grace, . 
which is exerciſed for Ged; a man. 
ſhall be able to clear his ticle, and ſtate 
for God. Iris a great thing, Every one: 
will 'bea fin for you; ye need not go 
ahout to bear ir out by arguments : The : 
Duties will tell you by way of ceftimo- 
Dy", and reward, that you are Gods, - 
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The good of conquering Self, Yo $* 
and God yours, When God is ſought © 
in-duty, and not Self, there 1s no come 
fort ſo pute nor ſo clear :- For ths De- 
vill cannot Real Gods Seal fron; him, 
nor {et Gods Seal to it; canriot give 
ſuch comfoirs az rewards of ſincere 
ſeeking God, 

. Tconiefle, the Devil way interpoſe 
at ſu. ha tive, for the corrupting of ſuch 
cor forts, or joyes: either to puff up, 
or to Mrke ſecu:es; That he doth. For 
ſo thouch Saihan carried not Parl into 


the third Heavens, 1 Cor. 12, yet he 


n:igh: blow him up with Pride the:e- 
by, 2rd to corrupt thoſe high things, 
So Sathan may libour to corrupt your 
co fo.ts> but he cannor ſeal : never 
ſeals (by any fliſh of comfort) thoſe: 
pure ations, wherein God hath been 
purely ex:l:ed, and Self excluded, 

4. The Fourth Berefic is this ; Yo 
{hall- have a- ſure mark of truth, and. 
meaſure of your love ro God, by the 
getting of Self down: For ſo much: 
love of God is inyou,as it riſeth _ 
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F — Self-fove; Juſt ſoruch, and no more; 
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No man can be reckoned to have any 
jot, or degree of the loye of God in 
him ; bur !'o much as that love tilech 
above Self-love, And ler the love of 
God in you, ſeem to your ſelves tobe 
never ſo great; yer it 1s not one jot, 
ell it be rifen ( at leaſt )) ſomething 


aboye Self-love. Therefore as he did 


not ſay amiſs, that ſaid; In meaſi1:1ng 
the degrees of his Faith, hz weuld nor 
look ro the degrees of aflent, or per- 


ſwafion, how firm an affent his heart. 


did give; But to-the degrees of con- 
queſt, of carnal reaſonings, to the point 
of conqueſt : For ſo much Faith a man 
hath in Chriſt; ſo much as 1t gets con- 
quett over his fears, preſumprions,luſts, 
reaſonings,&c. 

So in Meaſuring of the Love of God; 
Tt is not looking co the heat of this 
love in you, in ic ſelf; nor as it May 
ſeem to put forth itſelf, in an ation of 
zeal: Bur when ye meaſure Gods love 
ip your ſelves, let this be the Cor- 

FD pals; 
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paſs ; Look to that point of che love of "I "2 


God in you, exceeding Self-leve, And: 
by how niuchthat love cryes down, and 
ſubcues ſelf-love in you; by ſo mich 
ye love God: And wil ye come to 
this picch, there 1s no love of God in_ 
you at all, 

For theſe two,God and Self, are like 
the two Poles of the Wor: 1d.ſo much as 
ye lay the one Pole in Trav3i}, ſo much 
ye raiſe the other : and ſo much as ye 
lay down ſclf-love in your Travails to« 


Wards Heaven, ſo much. you raiſe. the - 


love of God in you,and no more. 

If Ged have but one Grain above 
Self in any man, then God hath ſome- 
thing: And God. hath no more in any 
man, than he doth overtop Self; ſo 
much,and no more. Alas,rhece are thou- 
ſands of you, if you would meaſute the 
Love of God in you by this meaſure. you. 
would be found, nor to have one jor of 
the Love of Godin You, Why 2 Be- 


Cauſe ye perform Dates, and ſeem to 
love God,but ſelf carryes it away : ye 
] _ Us. 
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\ ye perform Dunes for ſelf, and ſo it. 
Carryes It away, 

And ſo much for this Peint, that 
concerns the Motives of men ; and this 
doth but ſhew you, your concernments. 

There 1s a World of outward fins, 
that the World cties ſhame to, and 
beats rhem one of mens faces : But 
here.lies che Life of Religion, and che 
power of Godlineſs, and Reign of 
Chriſt in you; when this inward fin cf 
Self cores to be beaien to pieces, 

I will bein rherefore to ſhew the* 
Cure, in handling of which,I will pre= 
witeiwo thmgs which are inthe way. 

1, That God doth break Self a pieces, 
ta man's firit (oxverſion,in love mea- 

ſyre, if he be ever truly converted : T 
make no quel{t101, in ſome more, in 
ſome leſs, Bur this 1s a truth, the more 
thar Self is b-oken, at a man's firft 
bring'ns in, the better room hath God 
in the : 1eart ever after, Therefore;they 
thir come into Grace, or a ſtate of 
Grace, with ſelf leſs broken, they have 
the greater Combars and _ 

thei 
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their days, Goc layes a conſtant Humi- 


liacion, in their firlt Humihation many -; 


times. Ard thus he wo. ks many Limes ; 
I will but tun over chings, 

I. The ficft ching thar riſ-th in a 
man,petadyentute, in Humiliaticn, 1s 
fin-loathing , he begins co ſee bi- filthy 
Caurſes3 and whei: God huwbles a 
wan, the f; thing in his Eye is'Stn- 
loathing :.Bur now ſ1y-loathing way be 
Without : ſelf-laarbing ; fin loalvng 
may be with great ſelf-feeking, though 
ge: with great (elt-lik'vg, | 

Now the Heart broken in pieces 
viich miſery.1s yer ſelf-whole, How io ? 
Becauſe Self remains in 1t; therefore 
God followes ;it home from poinr ro 
peint,tll Self be broken to pieces: And 
till now, we (hall never turn toe God, 
no*walk with God, 

Well chen, when finne terrifies the 
Conſcience, ther a Man runs to his Re- 
fuges of Seif-worthineſs, and begins te 
| caſtabour why God ſhould ſhew mer- 
y cytohim; why may not God be good 
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i A c00 MHow God works in Converſion. 
| mM tohim, hehathnotbeen rhus and thus 
| 0t bad;no Drunkard,no Swearer, no Rails 
| I er, no Formcaior, no Perſrentor of the 
Wl People of God, &c., Now when the 
| 18 Hears arcs hither, ic flies re Self- 
| WM worth,or Self-Righteouſneſs. 
| 181 Now hither God follows him, ſcat- 
| MW cersall ns Confidences,and mokes the 
| Wi 1-0 Citizen to whick he flies, rhat he (hall 
|| #147], not beable cogive hima husk, not ene 
' Fi bi: of Bread here: yea, he makes the 
HT | | Righteouſneſs of this man,. as loathſom 
Ii! 28 | as his ſins, to make him ſay, Sure this 
i 309! will net do; and ſo he comes out of his 
S': 1: Righceouſneſs, 
Ll 1 And when a man ſees this, then he 
1821 $i flyes from this; then he flyes co his own 
WHT} . power: Jft pleeſe God, [will walk 4 


new courſe, 1 will undertake for Chriſt : 
And chis is Self ill, | 
W.1l; The Lord1ecs him undertake, 


$71 | of Relapſes: by char time he is gone 
W17 |; one Round or wo of the Ladder,drops 
F | down again, till che Lord — 
q | un 
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and withall lers himfall into x World 
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How God works tz Converſion, 20% © 
kim to lye down , and fear to uſe his 
own power 3 and to (ay, and ſeetoo, 
that he cannot believe ; [ cannot believe, 
And, in one word, when the Lord, in 
this way of humbling you, and fearch- 
ting you out of your ſelves, as well as 
our of your fins; when he makes you 
able torelateſin, and refer the fight cf 


1c onely to puniſhment, that ye can re- 
late it to miſery: Then God by diſco- 


E. very of himſelf to the Sout , or by the 


© i REDS Ego ab 


' ſufferings of Chriſt, or his long-ſuffer- 


ing, Makes you ſee further, and makes 
you able to relate ic further chap ſor- 
rowthat 1$,2$ it is unkindneſs to God, 
and as it is againſt him, 

And when a man can relate fin fur- 
ther than co paviſhwent, I believe chat 
man can relate Grace further that to 
benefic.che benefir of hin:ielf ; ever {0 
far asto Godand the uſe and ſervice of 
God. 

For while a man can carry finne no 
further chan ro Heſ,I will never believe 
that man can carry the defire of any 
Graces 
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Grace, any furcher th:nto Heaven, or 
benefic : But when once God hath 
made rhe: ablz to carry'fin further than 
punith:nenc 5 namely, Thar thou ace 
able co ſee and feel thy fins for GOD, 
then chou thalt be able ro carry thy 
Graces fu:ther than chy Benefic, 

Thus when God hath cal(t ouc Self- 
worth,and Self-power,and S-li-ends,in 
Aying from fin, or defire of any Grace, 
or Chiiſt; now Self is broken: And 
till ye come thus far,Se1f 1s whole ; the 
very Hed of it, and che very Heart of 
It; till ye can carry fin furcher than pu- 
EY and grace further than bene= 

c. 

Bi.ing thus broken at firſt; What 
then ? Ls ic herl:d ? No: Why ? Bz- 
cau e when Selt 18 rhus b:oken, yet ( it 
is Ike a Serpent cu: in pieces) it will 
knit again : You may ſee it in Torah, 
he fl:d from God, in wiy of S-Ir ſeek 
ing - ke would not-go 10 Nineveh to be 
{hamed,ro P:ophefhs D-Rtruction ; and 
then Hod might ſpare them, and be 

| ſhould 
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Fo/aarch the Heart, 
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God brought him in wiraculoufly, and 
brought him through a Whale,and made 
him cry and pule there: One would 
have thought all Self had been broken, 
and he goes to Nizive,and delivers his 
Mefſ:zge. Bur you ſee how Self knit 
again,and how angry he 15Jorah 4.2.0 
Lord,was wet thu my ſaying, whin I was 
in mine own Conntrey'? &Cc, 
Soitisinus; For as-inthe time of 
 unregeneracy, Self lived upon thy fins 3 
So now thou att regenerate,ic will ſerve 
ir ſelf upon thy graces, and duries : 
therefore God mult heal it, or elſe you 
will be overgrown with 1r, 
; T he ſccond thing premiſed. 
; Secondly, The healing of ſelf is 
F.mnch advanced by the reflexibleneſs 
End looking back of the heart into ir 
elf: when God gives ſelf-reflexible- 
'zneſs 1nto the heart of man,to make him 
. ſee how the ſpring moves,and by what 
_Iwheel the heart moves. But for ſuch as 


Fhave out-looking hearts, look to duties: 


yand -pzrformances, and the like 3 you 
| K ſhall 


ſhould be counted a Falſe Prophet, Bur 
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04 For perſons to lock jutovheir | 


— 
{> hall find theſe men miſerably over- | 
grown With Self; and they know it | 
nor, or at le:ſinever ſpy it, no: ſee ir, # 
* They do not ask, How dol this duty, or þ 
that duty ? but onely look todoit, | 
Now rhis reflexibleneſs of heart up- } 
en our ſelves in duttes, prevents a } 
world of miſchief : as watching a thief, 
prevents a thief; And if you hive not | 
hearts of this terper, ſelf-love mult } 
needs abound, 
There is no greater fign of a world 3 
of weeds in a Garden, then that no bo- 
dy ever looks intoit, And there is no 
greater (ign of ſelf-love, and ſelf-ends, 
and ſelf-reſpefts, then to be of this | 
remper, nor to loek into yourſelves : F 
For theſe rares will grow of them- ® 
ſelves, like weeds. And though yeu +: 
grow (as you conceive) in duties, and . # 
zeal, and performances: yer ye grow # 
not ; for your ſpiri:s grow vec in God # 
and Chrift, nor fulneſs in Chrit , nor # 
ex.:erience in Chriſt; And ye ate all 1 
of a Leprofie within, by abundance of 
felf,Thehcart being thus ſer, Ch7 _ o 6 
| vir 
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ſe'f in his people » by ſuch things as 


rt ÞE theſe. | 
. Y The firit Cure of ſelf by defeating y'#. 
: 7. Bydefeating ofus,when we ieek 


& or a by cur own jover , God co:h 
- & defeat his People, when he would 
a MW kill Self , when they ſeek or act 
» Þ& by their own: Power , and for their 
© Þ ownends: he defeats them of ſucceſs, 
t F and t:k2s off the Charret wheels, liyes 
J them in the duſt, Pot as the wi.hdr..w- 
d A ing the fewel- puts out the fire; ſo coth 
- = God defeat their purpoſes, by with- 
0 Þ drawing his help. J/a. 40.29. Ev 
3, the Youths ſhall faint, and the young mn 
s B ball utterly fall, 
IJ Now God defeats two wayec: 
1- } 1. By withdrawing thoſe things 
u 2; from them which they ſeek, denies 
d .# them thoſe very graces, orthe meaſure 
v & of them ; thar peace, that they ſeek for 
4d F themielves; And he denies for this end, 
Yr & that they may examine th2 Reaſon of 
11 F thrice being denyed:For when we pray 
pf F there with Paxl, and the buffer is nog 
# removed, then it is g00d to- examine 
K.3 = 


8886 T he firſt aud ſecond Medicine 


-— thereaſon of our denyall, And upon: 
examinuion ye (hall find, that there is 
ſome ſelf, either in ating of your | 
Graces, or 1n ſeeking that ye ſeck. As i 
ſuppoſe, a man prepare himſelf for an. 
Ordinance, the Word the Supper, or } 
any ether Ordinance: Now it is the | 
Locd that teacherh to profit, 1/e.48. 17, |! 
Now while he prepares himſelf by his | 

- abilities, and loeks not to that promiſe, | 

1 am the Lord that teaches thee to profit ; || 

he £.1ls ſhore of- that ficneſs that Ged 

requires, 0: he defires, So while a man; 

fs himſelf co anſyer,ſtudies to anſwer, 
it 15 not untiwful : Bur if he look net} 
to that promiſe, Matth. 10. 19, { will 

give you a mmnth and words what to ſay; % 

while ke looks co his ibjlities, be falls 7 

ſhort, and God makes bim a fool; And | 

this God doth to make him look 1nco 3 

the Reaſon. E 

2, God cefeats S:1f,not by denying'$ 
you, but giving you the things that ye/; 
ſeek, wich a care in them. He gives the} 
thing, and takes not away the cemp:a-$ 
t103 of, che thing, Fe 
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Ir is happy when God gives men 


parts and gilts without rempratio77, 
God many cimes inthis caſe, gives a 
man a knife ro cut his firgzrs; to teach 
him co bz content nexc time: many 
eimes we find ne: content, nor com- 
fort, inthe things we have ſought, and 
received, Whar's the Reaſon? | Ic 1s 
great like the Ou! the Jſraelites had, 
they had th:m wich ſurfeic, - Numb. l1, 
20, So many .times God: gives gifts 
and p:!ts, and other things alſo, to be 
like a knife, to cut a mans fingers: and 
Ives no comfort with them at al). 
Tha ſec:nd cure of Self, by manifefting 
Love to Js. 
2, The Lord cures Self, by -mani- 


* fefling Love to us, in his gifts and gras 
; Ces bettowed upon us, The Scripture * 
; Makes a clear diftin&ion, between the- 
$ gifrs of God, and the-Love of God in 
7 them: and carries our hezr.s up; to ſee 
| Coeds love, in: the pardon of fin, in 


Juſtifcation, in SanEtificatien , Cc. 
And properly it 1s not henefits thac 
kindles pure Love ; there is Love kinc-/ 
K.3- l:d 


* > I% 


A 
_ — 


_—_ ad = cy er SE Ce Mc. 8 OW 
= 27 RIG I, v3. p— Fo Win > LEFT Ln 8 ne Sr - 
n BY : 4 wet ac - -> Fi ar (ETAL - P 
of i w<L #4 SEEN -_ ROY _ 
” I 


Au, w BP ty 
x 4 fs: - * 
FDA Tra 
= _ my — _ © 
p : , ENF, 


— 
- Act" Wig i re ey a 


> OS EET on een . <a. BI wo 


—— — T— 


"Þ® "2 . : >a 


2 Thi third Meditine - 
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: 1 led by them : bur Love kindles pure - 


Love, The pure Love of God, kindles 


pure love in us, Fho loved me, and gave 


hm{(elf for me, ſaich Paul, Gal. 2. 20, 
When a man ſees God hath a particu- 
lar love to him, and therefore eives be- 
nefics as pledges of his Love, Then we 
lave him.beczuſe he Loved us firſt; not 


becauſe he gave us theſe and theie be-. | 


nee. | 
As a man that layes ſticks to ſticks 
that have fire on them, he blowes at the 


end where the fire is, to kindle them, | 


apd make them flame.. So it 1s with be> 
nefits and Love the benefics ſhew love; 
but if you would blow up your hearts in 
true :fReion to God, you muft look 
to thar end of the Benefits where love 
18 : and look to the heighth and depth 
and length. and b:ead.h of the Love of 
God; And then thar love will conſtrain 
you, and caft out Seif, | 


Th: third Cure of Self, by the ſwper-ex+- 4 


cellency of bis Communum. 
3. The Lord cures SE LF, by ma- 


lows 


king himſelf. iv Communion and fel-- 
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Iswſhip, more worth than all rewards : 
If we can ſee that we have God, and 7 
Covenant-Communion with God;God 
1s more worth than all rewards. Graces 
are meanes of Communion wich God; - 
And ic is true, the end of a thing is het- 
ter than all meanes ; and our Commu- 
nion with God and Chriſt, 1s .the end 
of all our Graces. | 

Now the way to overthrow -ſelf 1s 
this ; If God make this graces and gifrs - 
ſweet to you, (o far as he 18 exalced : o . 
that ye uſe them onely t0 keep fellow- 
ſhip with God, and that's che (weereſt - 
part of them : this everchrows Self A. 
man may defire Graces, and do duties, 
for Ornament : Bur 1f you defire the - 
one, and do the other, for Communion - 
with God; it is the ſweeteſt patt of : 
them, 


The fourth Cure,ymaking benefits 
pratiicall, 


o 


-4.. Cod kills Self, by making the - 
allurance of tae Pardon of (1p, and tle 
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aflurance of Juſtification, and Adoptt* 
on ; to be (erviceable things, to be of 
uſe to Sancification, for the oylivg of 
the wheels of our obedience. Theſe acre 
Benefirs, and may fo be ſought : But 
they are the molt praQical things that 
may be, 2 Cor,7..1. Having- theſe 
PROMISES, lit ms cleauſe our 
ſelves of all filthin:ſs of Fl:ſh and Spirit : 
perfetting h:lineſs in the fear of God. Aud 
having {wh previous promſes . whereby 
we are pariakers of. the D-vine natare. 
2-Pet.1,4.. Heace the fire 1s kindled, if 
ic be gone out, by. looking upon theſe 
Goſpel-benefics;bur lec them be practi= 
Call : L=t fear tiiz, becauſe of the for- 
oiveneſs of fin; There is mercy with the 
Lord (co pardon fin) that he may be fear- 

ed. Pſal. 130. ult, Lzc your Graces bs 
enlarged, (trengthned , comforted by. 
theſe Goſpel-benefits ; theſe do mucp 
quicken che heart: And if they be. ſo 

uſed, it will overchrow Self, For a man 

may ſeek Self , in ſeeking the benefi- | 
Clall part of cheſe : but ſeek the. ſervice- - | 

able part of. them, 
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The fifth (/nre , 5 tne manifeſting of 3% 


his Gyace, 


5, Self is cured, when God mani- 
fefls the freeneſs of his Power, and 
freeneſs of his Grace to his Chilaren 3 
And this God doth in many particular 
as, Though they have the habits of 
Grace, God menifelis.a giea: Power 
in tis People, in managing. chat they 
have. The ApoRile prayeth for the E- 


pheſians, Chap, 1 19- That they nught. 
fee! the exceeding greatueſs of Gods mighty- 
power ; ſuch as he put forth in raiſing” 
Chriſt from che dead : nor onely £0. 
make them believe a. 52 ficlt , but to- 
carry them through z- to keep them by 


his Po:ver, and ſo to manifeli \'"* ©8e- 
neſs of his Grace ſtill. And ir is pic» 


tt: having of Grace ſhould eclipſe the; Ml 
freeneſ of 1r, If Self were beaten down, . 
It would muke God's Power ſeen, in. \ 


carrying us through the Wilderneſs, as 
Well 3s 1n delivering us from Egypt : 
It ſelf-worthineſs,and ſelf-power,were 
abated, 
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; "abated, and kept down. And the mani- 


- 


feſtation of the freeneſs of God's 
Power and Grace, is an excell:nr 
meanes to beat and keep S21f down : 
For the more we feel an1 .ee the free- 
neſs of Gods Grace, the lefl2 we value 
our own worth. And the tore we ex- 
pzrtence the freen-ſs of Gods Powers 
the leflz we value nuf own ſtrength. The 
Lord grant: all his po5c P-ople , taar 
they may corquer and ſundue Self; 
that God alone may be gloxified, and 
exalted, Amey. 


